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7 DAM now entering upon the re- 
& lation of my number eſs misfor- 
tunes; a relation that will draw 

tears from my eyes, as well as 9 
oſe — my readers. This reflection will 'Y 
miniſter ſome conſolation to me as I 
Vo L. II. B write, 


* 
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write, s 6 J ſhall excite: the pity of /the 
tender-hefrted, whom ſhall leave to judge 
of my diſtreſs. But I muſt intreat them 
not to judge ſo much of my, grief from 
the appearances of it, as from what they 
themſelves have felt; that is to ſay, that 
in caſe they find I poſſeſs a greater out- 
ward reſolution and ſtrength of mind in 
my affliction than they themſelves could 
be capable of, I don't deſire them to form 
an idea of me from thoſe deceitful _ 
ances. And indeed, the courage and un- 
alterable conſtancy I diſcover*d through- 
out the whole ſeries of my-rmsfortunesg 
gave occaſion to my being called the phi- 
loſopher. *Twas ſuppoſed, that my e- 
venneſs of temper, and the apparent ſere- 
nity of my mind, under the moſt cruel Wo 
reverſes of fortune, muſt be the effects of 
a more than ordinary virtue. Theſe were 
honour'd with the name of philofophy ; 
à pompous name, that has coſt me dear; 
and certainly thoſe whogave it me were un- 
| acquainted with the receſſes of my heart. It 

muſt be confeſs*d, that I drew from philoſo- 
phy all the fuccour it was capable of admis-/ 
niftring ; it threw a light over all my un- 
dertakings, regulated my exterior behavi- 
our, ſupported my prudence, ' furniſhed 
me with conſolation againſt deſpair Bram 
5 | e n, 
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che en, it cou'd never leſſen my inward an- 
uiſh, nor hinder me from proving, that 


em WJ philoſopher is always a man internally. 
om will now diſplay the unhappy ſeries of 
ey dventures, whether tender or tragical; but 


of them ſo fad and affecting, that I 

perſuaded they muſt excite the com- 
gaſſion of my readers. , 
Tx king having conſented to my mar- 
iage, and my lord diſcovering as much 
agerneſs as I did to have it compleated, 
me would have. thought that nothing 


-h- WW 0u1d happen in four and twenty hours 
es; o traverſe what was expected with ſo 
hi- nuch pleaſure, I ſpent part of the after- 
oon in diſcourſing with Miſs Fanny, and 
re- Ihe reſt in reflecting on the unexpected 
el Wood fortune which raiſed me in an in- 


ant to the higheſt felicity. However, 
at the ſame time that I thus gave my ſelf 
p to the moſt delightful refle&ions, I yet. 

pt ſuch a guard upon my temper as 
ometimes to intermix ſome f{erious 


It WW houghts with them, to which a long ha- 
.it of meditating had accuſtomed me. 
nnd the ſeveral plans I had laid down, are 
einne 52508 eee e 
dy 1 154 ED that love might make me 
ue Mappy; the inſtant is now approaching 
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my ſelf. But J had another object in view, 


ferent ſhape in the various ſtations of life, 
I, have a reap, had an opportunity; of 
rk: 


cCiples, which I thoug 
to the. ſtate into which I, was then going to 


* 
— 
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in which I am to be fo, and my heart i 
ſo agreeably fill'd, that I plainly perceive 
I had not propoſed a falſe happineſs to 


and what was it? To labour inceſſantly WW": 
to attain wiſdom by ſtudy, and, reflection: 
I have not deviated from thoſe paths on 
this occaſion, and am reſolved 'never to 
do it. But now my condition wilt be 
changed, and therefore I muſt govern 
my ſelf by other maxims. Tho' wiſdom 
be always the ſame, it yet aſſumes a dif- 


making remarks ſufficient on that variety 
of — — and duties, to form ſuch a 
plan as may ſuit the ſtation of life into 
which I am now going to enter, Let me 
endeavour to make love and wiſdom go 
hand in hand, ſo far as this is poſſible. 
and, thereupon I actually made, I don't 
ſay a ſeries of occupations, for I cou'd not 
ſo far foreſee what was to happen as to 
be certain that I ſhould be at liberty to- 
follow them; but a 9 of new prin- 

t ſuited in general 


mmm, e „ e ene A nid {Fo 


enter, and whereto I needed only apply 
as the different circumſtances; might te- 
quire. I was in this ferious turn of 

| ES. thoughts, 
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oughts, when word was brought that 
y lord defired rarteſtly to yu with | 


| 4 


"Twas James who brought me word ef 
t, who appear'd with ſuch an air of melan- 
holy, as made me ſuppoſe he brought 
m ill news. He did not wait for my 
quiring his meſſage, but told me at 
once, that in caſe my marriage was 158 
entirely broke off, it was at leaſt ſuſpend- 
d till we ſhould be got to Noan, at the 
requeſt of Mr. Cleveland, who had throwh 
himſelf at the king's feet, 1 
it might be deferr d; and humbly re- 
queſted it as the greateſt favour that cou'd 
be done him. This is all, ſays James to 
me, Ang. — lord will acquaint 
you further. + this, I went im. 
mediately to — or 1 c who _— 
vex'd and in a muſin ſture. Your 
grandfather, ſays he, — came in, is & 


brute, and * but his advanced 


and the reſp I have for his maj 
could have kept me from treating him 43 
he deſerves. At the ſame time he in- 
form'd me, that Mr. Cleveland had re- 
ptoached him with an air of contempt, 
for pretending to give his daughter to 
me in marriage, without acquaint ng 
tum with its and 5 ns 


n "mY ail 
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him to America; that he had told him in 
4 a very rude manner, that twould be in 
1 vain for him to flatter himſelf with the 
k hopes of doing it, ſince he had obtain'd 
orders from his majeſty to the contrary; 
that he himſelf was come to acquaint me 
with them in the king's name, and to for- 
bid him to think of marrying his daughter 
before he arrived at Roan, thro' which 
his majeſty intended to paſs in his way to 
Flanders, and whither we were ordered to 
follow him. Exaſperated, ſays my lord, 
at his rude way of addreſſing me, k cou'd 
not forbear ſhewing ſome reſentment up- 
on that account, and gave him to under- 
ſtand, that your marrying into my fami- 
ly was far from being a diſhonour. | Up- 
on this, he had the impudence to reproach 
me with my wife's unhappy adventure, 
with which I unthinkingly acquainted his 
majeſty, who, as I ſuppoſe, let him into 
that ſecret. I muſt confeſs to you, conti- 
nued the viſcount, that had he not im- 
mediately left the room, after having in- 
ſulted me in this manner, nothing in the 
world cou'd have check'd the violence of 
my ſudden rage. However, I went no 
farther, after his leaving me, than barely 
to complain to the king of it, who or- 
der'd him to come and beg my pardon 
=» | 1 which 


2 
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m in hich he did: But then he repeated the 
de in ; rder he gave of ſuſpending your mar- 
the age, upon pretence that it might be done 


ain' d nore conveniently at Roan; and that I 
ry; ou'd afterwards meet with a ſhip in 
me @vre de Grace which wou'd carry me near- 
for- r to our colonies in America, than that 
hter which is ready to ſer ſail from Bayonne. 
ich My lord {xminſter was afterwards fo inge- 


to ¶nuous as to own, that he had made a falſe 
ep in propoſing my marriage to the king 
without acquainting Mr. Cleveland with 
it firſt; and as he aſcribed his oppoſition 
wholly to the anger with which he was 
enflamed to ſee himſelf deſpiſed, he aſ- 


n. ſured me, with his uſual tenderneſs, that 
p- for my ſake he wou'd lay aſide his reſent- 
ch ments. He even adviſed me to reconeile 
e, my ſelf to my grandfather by my ſubmiſ. 
1s five behaviour, well knowing that his fa- 
0 vour wou'd be of the higheſt advantage 
1- to me. 
— Ueon this advice I immediately waited 
* upon him, when he reprimanded me ve- 
e ry ſeverely for uſing him ſo diſreſpectful- 
f ly; and having ſet before me the duty 
) | and affection which I owed him as be- 
ing his grandſon, he afterwards declar- 


d to me, with a ſevere tone of voice, 
the authority which he, as my grand- 
2 — P father, 
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father, had over both my perſon and con 
duct. I did nor offer to argue with hin 


in the leaſt, but only took notice of the 
Honour and advantage which wou' dae. 
crue to me by marrying into my lord Aa- 
minſter's family. We were very amicable 
till our departure; nor did he onge give 
me the leaſt hint of the cruet deſign: he 
ee, * N Ev 
As I had no reaſon to ſuſpect any thing 
of that nature, I conſol'd edt urn i 
 Famy's feet, for the delay which prevent- 
ed my enjoying the utmoſt of my: wiſhes, 
My lord himſelf was ſo far from ſyfpe&- 
ing Mr. Cleveland's deſign, that he made 
no ſcruple of being reconciled, ant 
treating him as a friend. We left Bayonne, 
and arrived at Roan, a moment after the 
king, who receiv'd the greateſt Honours 
in that city, and had a noble palace ap- 
pointed for him to lodge in. My lord 
took up his quarters again at the ſame inn 
with us, which was a very great mortifi- 
cation to Mr, Cleveland, who ſuppoſed I - 
ſhould devote my ſelf to him, and had 
even provided me an apartment in the 
king's palace. A report being immedi- 
ately ſpread of our return with the pfince, 
we were viſited by my lord Omerſon and 
other friends, who thought they ſhould: 
TK 4 | pleaſe 


Mr. Cuxveiany: 


nM leaſe. me in congratulating me on my 
eing ftill ſomoch-in Mis. 44 's fa- 


our. My lord Omerſon was very urgent 
ich me to viſit that lady immediately; 
put how did I ſurprize him, when I'ac+ 
Wuainted him with the engagements that 
ere 3 . and 2 felf, 
nd the hopes marrying her 
Wuickly! There was no room to cink 
| hat Mrs. Lallis, who undoubtedly 
eard of my amour, would have ſti] _ 
d me, had they left her at liberty to re» 
lect that my ingratizude to her made me 
unworthy of it; but her ill fate and mine 
made her liſten too heedleſsly to the de- 
ſtructive advice which was her ruin, and 
ad like to have proved mine. 
Mx. Cleveland's real deſign in geting 
he king to put off our marriage, was 
purely that he might have an oppor- 
unity of breaking it off entirely; not but 
— he look*d upon my lord Aæminſter 8 
daughter as a very advantageous match N 
for me, and conſequently it muſt. ſooth 
11s ambition; but he loved me ſo tender- 
Wy chat he cou'd not bear the thoughts of 
* ny going into America. He conſider'd 
Nee as the only ſurviving perſon of his fa- 
* — and he was in ſo advanced an age, 
at be cou'd not 9 till T re- 
B 5 turn'd 
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turn'd from that part of the world. He 
was abſolutely determin'd to get me into 
the houſhold, in order that I might be 
always near him; but he never commu- 
nicated his deſign to me till the day af- 
ter our arrival at Roan. I ſpoke in * 
terms as plainly ſhew'd I had the deepeſt 
ſenſe of his affection, but afterwards ex- 
preſs'd with ſo much warmth my eng. 
ments with my lord and Miſs Fanny, as 
plainly ſhewed I ſhould never give my 
conſent to be diſengaged from them. 
He was inform'd a little after of the 
paſſion Mrs. Lallin had for me, which 
was enough to make him attempt a new 
artifice, that ſucceeded but too well. He 

ot himſelf introduced to her, and ſay- 
ing he was my grandfather, he thanked 
her for beſtowing her affection -on me. 
She did not diſguiſe her, thoughts at this 
_ overture, and even expreſt ſome unecaſi- 
neſs to think I ſhould Night her. Upon 
hearing which, my grandfather offer'd to 
uſe his endeavours to make me conſider 
her charms in a due light, and the value 
of her affection, He gave her to under. 
ſtand, that provided ſhe would but lend 
him a little affiſtance, he had thought of 

a ſcheme which would infallibly diſengage 
me from her rival; for ſhe had = 
_ 
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ard that there was ſuch a one, and that 
is was the cauſe of my coldneſs to her. 
e wrought ſo far on her mind, that af- 
er having perſuaded her that her reputa- 
ion wou'd not ſuffer by it, and that he 
would let no one but the king of Eng- 
and into the ſecret, that he engaged her 
o feign J had promiſed her marriage, and 
beſeech the king to employ his authority 
in order to force me to complete it. No! 
one was let into the plot but my lord O- 
merſon and a few Engliſh gentlemen, who 
willingly join'd in it, as well from the re- 
membrance of the many obligations they 
owed her, as that they were overjoyed to 
ſee her favour our nation ſo much. Mr. 
Cleveland was likewiſe fo cunning as to 
get me to write my name upon a piece of 
paper that very day, upon ſome trifling . 
pretence which I was not aware of, over 
which he drew a promiſe in due form; 
and this being done, he put the authentic 
inſtrument into Mrs. Lallin's hands. 

In the mean time, I was urgent with 
my lord Axminſter to have our marriage 
concluded; but he juſtly anſwer'd, that 
as the king had forbid it, he did not dare 
to proceed ſo far without firſt obtaining 

his leave. This indeed was properly my 
buſineſs, and therefore I waited upon his 
0 B 6 majeſty, 
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majeſty, who the moment he -faw me 
gueſs'd what I was come about, and with- J 
out making the leaſt objection, told me 
that he gave me his conſent, provided 
my lord Axminſter and Mr. Cleveland ap- 
proved it. I was afraid that the latter 
wou'd not; which his majeſty perceiving, 
told me he would ſend for him immedi- 
ately, in order to know his reſolution on 
that head. Mr. Cleveland appear d, and 
was ſo far from refuſing his conſent, that he 
congratulated me on the lovelineis of Miſs 
Fanny's perſon, at the fame time calling 
her my bride. Hearing this, I left the: | 
apartments in an extaſy of joy, and went 
and acquainted the viſcount's family with 
the occaſion of it. Some time after, an 
order was brought me to return to the 
palace. At my coming in, his majeſty, 
who now wore a different aſpect, held a 
paper in his hand. He bid me advance 
Or ward, and ſhewing me my name writ- 
ten at the bottom of it, he aſked me, 
with an air of feverity, whether twas 
my hand. It was impoſſible for me not 
to know it; upon which I anſwer'd that 
it really was, but that I could not eom- 
Yrehend how it came into his majeſty's: 
— I fuppoſe, fays the king, that it 
ſurprizes you; bowever, your awning it 


— 
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wich Mrs. Lathn, and the jen, bu intimacy 
ad induced me to abandon her, after 
Waving promiſed her in ſo-ſo- 
emn a manner. I cou'd not anſwer clear- 
Wy to theſe queſtions, which were fo dark 
Vith regard to me; and my ſurprize re- 
ſembled „ 4 ne. confuſion of _ 
gull on. The 
Rnded —— filence, which h he = er- 
ed as obſtinacy; upon which he ſpoke to 
me in the moſt harſh terms, and arder'd. 
me to be arreſted in his own palace. Mr. 
Cleveland came immediately and viſited 
me in the chamber in which I was con- 
fin'd, when aſſuming an air of afffiction, 
he aſked me with an affected 
what I had done to diſpleaſe his majeſty. 
I told him all I could gather from a con- 
verſation the ſubje& whereof I was utter- 
terly ignorant of; and *twas here the cun- 
ning o — employed all his rhe- 
torick to matters about inſenſibly. 
After having pretended to reflect upon 
what I told him, he faid that he conjec- 
tured what the affair was 3 that he had; 
heard, fince his arrival at Roan, of an in- 
ſtrument, by which was ſaid I bad en- 
gaged wy folf- ta! marry Mrs. 5" 
al 


s ſom 


; 
| 
| 
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that ſome enemy of mine muſt have told 
the king of it; that I muſt know the 
truth of it all; but as for himſelf, he had 
not thought proper to inform me, till 
then, of what was publickly reported on 
that head ; becauſe as I was juſt u | 
the point of marrying Miſs Fanny, he 
fancied 1 had little or nothing to fear 
from Mrs. Lallin's reſentments; but that 
the face of things were now quite chang- 
ed, ſince that lady had 3 
plained to the king of it; that as he was 
an upright prince, and jealous of his re- 
putation in a foreign nation, he would ne- 
ver ſuffer a woman of Mrs. Lallin's me- 
ric and quality to be betray'd and inſult- 
ed with impunity by an Engliſhman that 
tho? he were not prompted to this from 
a love of juſtice and glory, he yet would 


be obliged to exert himſelf upon this oc- 


caſion, - purely for the ſake of a great 
number of his moſt diftinguiſh'd ſubjects 
who had fled to Roan for refuge, and 
ftood in need of the protection of the in- 


habitants of that city. In a word, con 


tinued Mr. Cleveland, the more I conſider 
this affair the uglier it appears, with re- 
gard to you. But now think of it, ſays 
he, interrupting himſelf, a ſhort. expedi- 
dient may be made uſe of on this occa- 
3 1 ſion; 


old 
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on; an expedient that will be no 

Wngerous with reſpect to you; and that 
, to fulfil the promiſe you made Mrs. 
allin. By this means you'll come off 
ith honour, will put a ſtop to her com- 
Plaints, and make his majeſty eaſy. Be- 


1 


aes, ſhe's fo beautiful and wealthy a la- 
Wy, that no gentleman need ſcruple to 


make her his wife. Let me, ſays he, em- 
bracing me, prevail with you to marry 
her. *Twill be a much greater ſatisfac- 
tion to me. to ſee you married in Roar, 
than for you to croſs the ſeas, and ramble 
in an unknown country, whence we are 
not ſure of ever returning again, but are 
certain of meeting with a thouſand: dif- 
aſters. . Le 171997 
I LisTNeD to Mr. Cleveland with the 
greateſt attention, and he very poſſibly 
flattered himſelf that his arguments had 
made ſome impreſſion on me; but my 
only view in this affair was to dive to the 
bottom of the black deſign that was go- 
ing forward. The letter which the Lord 
Axminſter had received in Bayonne gave 
me a great light into this myſterious af- 
fair; and I caſfily diſcovered,: that Mrs. 
Lailin had involved me in it purely from 
an exceſs of love, and in order to f 
me wholly to her ſelf. But a promiſe of 

| 3; | mar- 
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marriage, ſign'd with my own hand, wat 
what I cou'd not poſſibly comprehend. 
J had not the keaft ſuſpicion of Mr. Cleve: 
land; and he endeavour'd to prevent my 


entertaining thing of that nature, b 
aſking me > nn queſtions with in | 
air of the greateſt ſincerity ; for the mo- 
ment I had e oath, that 
the inftrument which his majeſty had 
was forged, and was never made by ie 
me; he aſked me whether ſome letter N 
which I had writ, and ſubſerib'd with m1 
name, might not have been torn off wi 
an ill deſign. I was certain I had never 
writ a letter in my whole life; and my 
warmth when I made this aſſeveration 
ſeemed to ſurprize him very much. Then, 
fays he, ſomebody muſt certainly have 
counterfetted your hand: The French la- 
dies are vaſtly cunning in their gallantry ; 
but in a word, as no man would be more 
earneſt than IJ, to diſſuade you from mar- 
rying Mrs. Lallin, in caſe it wou'd turn 
to your diſad vantage; my opinion is, 
that canſidering your preſent circumſtan- 
ces, prudence will dictate to you to accept 
of her offers. I was ſo little affected with 
cheſe reaſons, that I did not once attempt 
to anſwer them, and only deſir'd he 
vou'd give my lord — I0n.c00 
ile 4 this 
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his unlucky affair. My diſcovering ſo 
nuch confidence ſer the viſcount, and fe 
ittle for him, exaff him very 
nuch. He anſwer d, that I judg'd like a 
eedleſs young fellow, and that I was 
Wreatly miſtaken, if I fancied that this 
Wobleman-could preſerve the leaſt eſteem 
Wor me, and perſiſt in the deſign of giv- 
g me his daughter, when- he heard of 
he affair between Mrs. Lallin and me, 
2 aſlur'd, fays he, that whatever may 
e the reſult of it, *tis a blot that will for 
ver exclude you from the hopes of mars 
ing Miſs Fanny; and this reaſon, cons 
inued Mr. Cleveland, with a kind of ins 
Elifference, is one Ef the ſtrongeſt which 
brompted me to tel you, that you ought 
or your own ſake to embrace the happy 
dpportunity which Mrs. Laltin is ſo good 
xs to indulge to you. | 
T _ s malicious reflection made the 
impreſſion upon me, for 1 found 
« the too well grounded,” when begin- 
ing to conſider the unhappy accident 
which had befallen me, as the ruin of my 
ove, I was immediately ſtruck with the 
leepeſt ſenſations of grief. My cruel 
prandfather was overjoy d to ſee his ten- 
Femeſs and affection [produc ſo ſtrange 


an effect ; he had den __— to that 
frame 


frame of mind he defir'd ; that is to ſay 
made me almoſt dead to the hopes of ever 
enjoying my dear Fanny, and the conli 
dence I had in my Lord  Axminſter'il 
friendſhip. This he perceiv'd, and there 


upon was ſo barbarous as to leave me im t 
mediately, on purpoſe to give the poi d 
ſon time to work, and ſpread with all ii Mot 
virulence. I conjur'd him at his leav nd 
ing me, not to forget acquainting myo 
lord Axminſter with my confinement, ſo: 

which he promiſed to do; but then the 
manner he did it in prov'd fatal to me, ir: 
and was the moſt dangerous of all his ar- f 
. 
I conTinver alone, oppreſs'd with it 
inexpreſſible grief, and figur d to myſelf ple 
the great aſtoniſhment, my lord and ir 
Miſs Fanny would be in, when they weren) 
told the falſe reaſons of his majeſty's diſ. 
Pleaſure, and of my confinement. IP. 
muſt naturally expect they would both h. 
hate and deſpiſe me. What a diſadvan- h 
tageous idea muſt. they form to them - h. 
ſelves with regard to my character! I had 
been ſo happy as to perſuade them of my WF" 
| Innocence in Bayonne, but this laſt acci- n 
dent reviv'd the former, and they would r 
now believe me capable, not only of im- 
J 


poſing upon them, but of heightening 
FIN — N = 
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fax knavery with perjury and hypocriſy: 
eve was therefore upon the point of loſing 
onſi hat I valued moſt dear, his lordſhip's 
r tem and Miſs Fauny's love. I oft 
ere Neem by a horrid piece of treachery, which 
im. the ſame time deſtroy'd my reputation, 
poi. Md, to add to my unhappineſs, I was 
fin ot allow'd to defend and clear my ſelf; 
eav. nd indeed, my enemies employ'd all 
my oſe moments I ſpent in tears in endea- 
ent ouring to ruin me. Mr, Cleveland wait- 


d upon my lord Axminſter the inſtant 
frer he left me, but did not inform him 
f my misfortune, he knowing it before, 
Shen Foding that he could ſcarce prevall 


rich rich himſelf to think me guilty, he em- 
ſelfploy'd every argument to deſtroy thoſe 
ind ind inclinations which ſtill pleaded in 
ere ny favour. He pretended that twas 
diſ. ich grief he told his lordſhip, he was 

ut too firmly perſuaded I was guilty of 


the odious cheat that was laid to my 
charge. He confeſs'd. to his lordſhi 


m- hat he thought himſelf obliged to m 
ad ome excuſes to him on that head, and 
ny hat this was the only motive of his wait- 


Ing upon him. He ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd to 
ink that a man of my years, and with 
fair an outſide of honour and integri- 


y, could be capable of acting ſo vile a 
| part. 
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part. I could never have believ'd it, 
Tays he, in opening the inſtrument which 
he had got out of the king's hands, were; 
it not fign'd by himſelf, Here tis; andi 
indeed he has not aſſurance enough to de- 
ny his own hand writing. A circumſtance 
which comforts me is, that he ſeems wil- 
ling to comply with his majeſty's com- 
mands, who is determin'd to force him co 
8 the contract. 

My lord was a man of ſenſe and ex: 
Perience, who had reproach*d me a hun- 
dred times for my credulity, and had 
even leſſen'd it, by ſtrongly inculcating 
to me the depravity of mankind, and the 
— which a prudent man who lives 

in the world ought to guard himſelf with. 
However, he was impos'd upon by my 
enemies and his own: The accuſation m 
pear*d to him fo well grounded, that ar 
even did not ſo much as deſire to ſee me, 
in order to enquire into it. He knew ri 
that Mrs. Lallin had complain'd. to the Mx 
king, and had left the contract in his v. 
hands; he ſaw it in Mr. Cleveland's pol Ml fi 
ſion, and he knew my hand, which Mi: 
alone was more than enough to perſuade 
him fully of my guilt. He now conſi- 
der'd me only as an 2 and per- 


* Wretch, ä that che 
beſt 
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Way of revenging himſelf would be 
abandon me entirely, and to enjoin 
is daughter to forget me for ever. As 
he ſole motive of his ſtay at Roan was 
order to ſee her married to me, he re- 
olved to leave it the moment he heard a 
eſſel was ready. For that purpoſe, he ſent! 
AY to Havre: de Grace, and a 
hip happening to lie there, which was to 
ail in five or ſix days for Martinito, he 
eſolved to go on — her. He took 
but a very ſhort leave, and was inveſted 
with the Hm of governor-general of the! 
'neliſþ colonies in America, and having: 
— the laſt orders from his majeſty, 
he ſet ſail with his hter and Mrs. 
Reding. His retinue conſiſted only of his 
ſervants, and five or ſix Eugliſb gentle- 
men, who had left their native Wo 
and followed: his fortune. : 

_ WaiLsT that ill ſtar was thus: 
ring the moſt rormenting ſubjects of an- 
xicty, Mr. Cleveland chang'd his beha- 
viour to me, and the place of my con- 
finement; the conſtancy with which he 
law L lov'd my Famy r him appre- 
henſive that 11 ſhould endeavour to elope, 


i- and afterwards find out expedients — 

clear myſelf to my lord Axminſter; he 

had thought 0 to remove 
| me 
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me to a ſtronger place, not only to pre. 

vent my — my 0 even to . 4 
in the dark as to my lord” 
ter's departure. He had in all probabi- 
lity taken this reſolution in concert with 
Mrs. Lallin, ſince her houſe was made 
my priſon. He eaſily prevail'd with the 
king to leave me entirely to his diſpoſal. iſ 
A weakneſs which clave to his majeſty 
ſo long as he liv'd was, to let himſelf be 
almoſt entirely govern'd by thoſe who 
had once gain'd an aſcendant over him. 
J was therefore carried that evening to 
Mrs. Lallin's houſe, and confin'd a cloſe 
priſoner, and I was convey'd with ſo much 
3 that *twas impoſſible for me to 
now where I was. There I met with 
handſome and even ſplendid treatment; 
but no perſon was admitted to me for 
' ſome days, except Mr. Cleveland, who 
ug'd to come and ſpend part of the after- 
noons with me. I conjur'd him over and 
over to tell me what this unaccountable 
procedure would end in, or at leaſt, to 
let me know how matters ſtood with my 
lord Axminſter and Miſs Fanny. To the 
firſt queſtion he anfwer*d, that they only 
obey' d the king's orders, and he had not 
— been able to know directly what the 
ing intended to do in the affair. That 
ri 4 | with 


s and his daugh- ® 
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n regard to my lord and his daughter 


} 1 aflur'd me, as he had done the firſt 
uch · ¶ y of my confinement, that I could not 


ay flaccer myſelf any. longer with the 

pes of becoming his ſon-in-law. How - 
er, notwithſtanding the inexpreſſible 
eeaſineſs which the continual repetition 
f this anſwer gave me, I yet had ſome 
Wctle hopes left: I was ſenſible of his lord- 
Hip's goodneſs, and relied ſtrongly on 
JO . s tenderneſs. .”There was no 


im. ¶ oom to ſuppoſe that I ſhould be impri- 

to on'd for life; and I only wiftd for: a' 
loſe oment's liberty; in order to go and un- 
uch Neceive thoſe two perſons for whom I 
' ro Hiad the higheſt value. I flatter'd myſelf 
1th ith the hopes that my innocence would 
nt; riumph over all Mrs. Lallin's arts; for 
for Nhitherto I had ſuſpected her only; and was 


ſo far from harbouring the leaſt ſuſpicion. 
with regard to Mr. Cleveland, and being 
moreover perſuaded that he had the high-. 
jeſt value for me, I imagin'd he was very 


to near as much troubled at my confinement 
ay as 1 was myſelf. 

he Bur now the miſtake I was under was 
ly going to clear up. Mr. Cleveland came 


and told me the day my lord .Axminfter 
was to leave France: A fatal day! whence: 
I ought to date the beginning of my de- 
plorable 


Mr. Cleveland came in with ſuch an air o 


ſatisfaction, as made me flatter myſelf that 


he braught good news. You ſhall, ſays 


he, enjoy your liberty. whenever you 
- think proper; his: majeſty confents to it, 
becauſe he now hopes that, as my lord 


Axminſter and his daughter are gone for 
America, you'll no longer ſeruple to mar- 


ry Mrs. Lallin. He was going to em-| 90 


brace me as uſual, but did not perceive 
that this dreadfub relation depriv'd me 
of all my faculties, and that I was hardly 
able to ſupport myſelf. Alas! fays L, in 
a quite different tone; let me alone; don't 
you perceive. that you've cruelly kill'd 
me, and that I can ſcarce breathe! and 
indeed I turn'd: ſo pale, that he thought 
I was going to faint away: However, 1 
refus d the aſſiſtance he offer d me; and 
cry d, as; I puſh'd him from me, let me 


alone; I hate every thing that would keep 


me from dying. If my lord and Fanny 


are gone, I've then quite loſt their eſteem 


and affection, two bleſſings I cannot poſ- 


ſibly outlive, upon which, I ſat down, Wl 
and would neither look upon, nor hear 


him ſpeak, 


Tas 


plorable adventures. T was revolving the] 2 * 
moſt gloomy thoughts in my mind, when 
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H1s tenderneſs for me, - which was 


hen 0nd all expreſſion, was truly alarm'd, 
ir of dien he found me obſtinately ſilent, and 
tha ſuch a poſture as made him doubt whe- 
ſayn er my life were not in danger. He calbd 
you ſervants immediately to my aſſiſtance, 


een Mrs. Lallin came running in before 
Wy of them appear'd. If all my faculties 
re before ſuſpended, I recover'd them 
Wc inſtant I ſaw her, when I broke into 
e moſt injurious reproaches, and call'd 
r by all the odious names I could 
ink of. She had a real affection for 


me 

dly e, and I am obliged to own, that tho? 

„ in ie had been ſo weak as to ſecond; Mr. 
oeeland's deſign, ſhe nevertheleſs was ge- 


rous and equitable. She was ſo — 4 
affected with my reproaches, that burſt- 


ht g into a flood of tears, ſhe'turn*d about 
- I my grandfather, and exclaim'd bitterly 
nd r the ſcandalous affair he had 'engag*d 
me er in. Her complaints, and the excuſes 
ep e made me, let me into the whole arti- 


ce; and *twas here that being then more 
ertain than ever of my ruin, of my be- 
g betray'd and deſpis' d by my lord 
xminſter, and abandon'd by my dear 
A that I fainted away at Mrs. Lal- 
8's feet. | 
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Tuis ſhock'd her ſo much, that after 
having uſed all her endeavours to revive 
me, ſhe deſir'd Mr. Cleveland to leave 
her houſe, and never to {et his foot in it 
any more. He thought himſelf obliged 
to ſubmit for a moment, and accordingly 
went away, and left me alone with her: 
But now the tears which ſtream'd from 
her eyes, and ther tender excuſes, per- 
ſuaded me that ſhe repented of what fhe 
had done. Alas! ſaid I, I forgive you, 
and I ſee but too plainly that you were ſe- 
duc'd to be inſtrumental to my ruin; but 
if you have really done this, there is yet 
a way left for you to make me forget the 
_— ] have received at your hands, 
which is, to procure me the liberty of 
leaving this city. I am now in your houſe, 
as I may eaſily judge by the words you 
Juſt now ſpokg to Mr. Cleveland: Open 
the door to me, and then, ſo far from 
conſidering you as my enemy, I ſhall 
think I owe my life to your goodneſs. 
She might naturally ſuppoſe that I wiſhed 
to be releas'd, only that I might be at li- 
berty to follow my lord Axminſter and his 
daughter. But as my flight interfer'd ſo 
much with the paſſion ſhe had for 
me, ſhe anſwer'd with downcaſt eyes, 
that ſhe expected I ſhould have made a 
F quite 


a Nuite different return for the great regret 
we ie had ſhewn for giving me fo much un- 
Ve ſineſs; that indeed ſhe had been made 
| 1 Wo act a part quite oppoſite to her cha- 
ed acter and inclination, in being drawn 


nto the cruel plot which had occaſioned 
y confinement ; however, that ſhe could 
ot repent ſhe had torn me from a rival 
who had never lov'd me ſo tenderly as 


he Hierſelf; that as neither her perſon nor 
u, er fortune were contemptible, ſhe of- 
ſe- er'd me both of them, and-was perſua- 
ut ed, that when once I ſhould be acquaint- 
* d with the inward receſſes of her heart, 
he 


ſhould not repent of my conqueſt over 
it. She heighten'd theſe words with 4 
thouſand tender glances, and with all 
hat a modeſt woman can employ to move 
the breaſt of the man ſhe loves. My tem- 
per was ſuch, that this ingenuous freedom 
m was more capable of making an impreſ- 
all ſon on my heart than all the arts of cun- 
ſs. Wning and deceit. I told her this without 
ed the leaſt diſguiſe z aſſurꝰd her that I would 
li- again eſteem her, and that were J free, 
us ſhould very probably have been ſenſible 
ſo to emotions of a more tender nature. 
or But, faid I, I idolize this rival you 
S, {Would ſupplant: I had the happineſs of 
2 being dear to her, and *tis you have torn 
de C 2 me 
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me from her heart; nothing ſhall prevent 
my flying after her, to juſtify myſelf to 
the dear creature, and die at her feet. IM 
you, ſaid I again, are tender and gene. 
rous, indulge me that liberty; this is the 
only teſtimony I deſire of your affection, WW 
or that I can be ſenſible of. After re. 
flecting a moment on this propoſal, I can- 
not, ſays ſhe, let you go away in the con- 
dition you are now in; you are in want 
of every thing, and I love you too well; 
to ſee you ſet out without thoſe thing: 
which will be neceſlary for your voyage. 
Give me leave, ſays ſhe, now to make 
ou an offer : Let me go along with yau; 
Fl ſell my eſtate, and thence raiſe a ſum 
that will make you happy, in what part 
ſoever of the world you may happen to 
be caſt. Struck with ſo extraordinary a 
propoſal, I diſcover'd the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment at it: Alas! ſays I, what hopes 
would you thence feed yourſelf with? 
Do you, madam, confider that *twill be 
impoſſible for me ever to be yours, and 
that you'd certainly undertake the voyage 
to no purpoſe? She proteſted that ſhe 
only deſir d to go along with me: 
However, don't think, fays ſhe, but 
that I have ſome reaſons to make you 
this odd offer. There are two very ſtrong 
| | ; ONCS, 
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ees, abſtracted from the love I have for 
u; one is, the loſs of my reputation, 
ich it will be impoſſible for me ever to 
cover, except I marry you; for not- 

ithſtanding the ſolemn promiſes which 

r. Cleveland made me, the whole city 
inform'd of the ſteps I have taken (by 

ran. is perſuaſion) to break off your marriage 
ich my lord Axminſter's daughter; and 
is known that you are now actually con- 
id in my rad, tho? I took the utmoſt 
Ware to prevent it. Iam now become the 
of all companies; but this I lLook*d upon 
Ws a trifle ſo long as I had hopes of being 
ours; marriage would have wip'd off 
ſtain; but if you abſolutely refuſe to 
onſent to it, it will be impoſſible for me 
to live any longer in this city, where I 
am certainly diſnonour'd to all intents 
and purpoſes. Another reaſon, ſays ſhe, 
which is equally ſtrong, is, my brother's 
continual threats; he is highly exaſpera- 
ted againſt me, ever ſince he ſuſpected I 
betray'd him, and would have quite diſ- 
patch'd me, had he not thought the 
wound he gave me before his ſetting our 
mortal: He has heard of my recovery, 
and the cloſe correſpondence I have ſince 
carried on with his enemies, I receive 
letters every poſt from him, full of the 
C 3 moſt 
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moſt cutting reproaches, and the moi 
dreadful oaths, by which he proteſts he'll 
one day or other kill me with his o. 
hand. I know his temper, and that hl 
is capable of perpetrating ſo cruel an acl 
tion; and I don't doubt but hel] be dou 
bly enrag'd when he hears of this laſt ad 
venture: I am therefore, ſays ſhe, equally 
oblig'd, for the ſake of my honour, andi 
the ſafety of my own life, to leave Roan 
With whom then can I fly with greater 
Pleaſure than with you? In caſe my ten · 
derneſs and aſſiduity ſhould be able to gain 
me your heart, twill be happy for me 
that I followed you, and you will then 
grant me what you refuſe me here. On 
the other ſide, if you ſtill continue con- 
ſtant to my lord Axminſters daughter, 
let me yet go with you to her; I'll prove 
your innocence «to that happy woman, 
and then I hope the ſervice I ſhall have 
done you will engage her father to. pro- 
tet me. After ſaying this, ſhe defir'd i 
me to give her my opinion of the mat- 
8 | 5 
T is certain, that how extravagant ſo- 
ever this propoſal ſeem' d at firſt, it now 
appear'd in a quite different light : My 
own intereſt ſeem'd to require I ſhould 
conſent to itz for ſhe had reaſon too: 
204 ſerve 


? # | 
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ee that I was unprovided with every 
ig: Mr. Cleveland was the only per- 
Own trom whom I could expect the ſeveral 
t he ings neceſſary for this voyage, and tis 
ain I could not hope for any aſſiſtance 
m him on this occaſion. However, 
e view of furniſhing. myſelf with neceſ- 
ies, was not barely ſufficient to prompt 

na e to accept of Mrs. Lallin's offer; for 
_ foreſaw that the advantage I might 
p, with regard to her clearing me to 
5 lord and Miſs Fanny, would not per- 
aps balance the ill effect her preſence 
night occaſion, as it would make them 
ink ſhe had follow'd me purely out of 
oe. I made this objection to her, but 
n- bc anſwer'd-it only by her tears, and by 
r, WF preſenting to me that fo weak a reaſon 
ye hould not make me refuſe to indulge 
n, ier a favour which would at once ſecure 
e both her happineſs and her life. I grant- 
>- Wed her — and heaven is witneſs that 
d was not prompted to conſent to it from 
any other motives than thoſe of huma- 
Wnity and tenderneſs, which melted me 
at the ſight of her misfortunes, and 
made me wiſh I could aſſiſt all theunfor- 
nate... * Ritz 0 
Tux only thing now to be done was, 
to raiſe a ſum of money, and to keep our 

C 4 departure. 
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departure a ſecret. Mrs. Lallin told me, that 


in a City like Roan ſhe could in an hour; 
time turn all her eſtate into ready money. 
And indeed, ſhe went out that moment, 
and got bills to the value of a hundred 


chouſand crowns. She did not wrong 
any perſon by this, ſince ſhe made over 


to them lands of a much greater value. 


She ſpent the reſt of the day in privately ll 
getting a Coach for us, in order to go to 


the port, where we flatter'd ourfelves we il 


ſhould find a veſſel juſt ready to ſer fail. Wl 


She entruſted no one with this fecret but 
a man and maid-ſervant of her's, and 
we propoſed to ſet out the next night. 
Mr. Cleveland came and viſited me that 


day, 'tho? Mrs. Lallin had defir'd never 


to ſee: him more: He was ſurpriz*d to ſee 
me more chearful than uſual ; and as he 
bad left me a few hours before alone with 
Mrs. Lallin, he imputed this alteration 
to the converſation Thad had with her; 


when imagining that the poſſibly had 


made ſome conqueſt over my heart,” it 
pleas'd him ſo much, that he promis'd 
to procure me my liberty the next morn- | 
ing. Before he left me, I artfully enquir'd 

of him the courſe my lord Axminſter had 
taken, and where the king had order'd him 
to make the firſt attempt. He told me, = 
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dordſhip was gone directly for Marii- 
c, he not meeting with a veſſe] that 
old carry him to any place nearer 
Nur colonics; from thence he was to go 
Jamaica, or New- England, as opportu- 
Wy might offer for his making for either 
WW thoſe places with caſe and expedition. 
Nou being come, and Mrs. Lallin 
eing equally free with _— we left 
ee houfe, bringing away ſeveral trunks, 
ad our wo ſervants, and went on foot 

il. the city gate, where the coach was 
aiting for us. We arriv'd happily at 
he port by four in the morning: I im- 
Wnediately enquir'd for a veſſel that was 
Wcady to ſail for the American lands; and 
vas told that the Jaſt which was to make 
he voyage that year had fer fail ſome 
ays before, which was that my lord Ar- 
minſter was gone a-board of. We confi- 
der*d whether we ſhoutd go to Rochel, 
when ſome Exgliſb people, who happer'd 
to be in the port, advis'd us, as the ſafeſt 
and moſt expeditious way, to go for 
England, and told us we ſhould not fail 
meeting wich a veſſel for our purpoſe, 
hips being continually going out of the 
WT hames for thoſe parts. Mrs. Lallin was 
afraid leſt her brother ſhould diſcover 
her, and I too had my own apprehenfions? 
C 5 However, 
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However, as we had the greateſt danger 
to fear from France, we embark*d on 
board the firſt ſhip that ſail'd for England, 
where we arriv'd in leſs than eight and 
forty hours; and, by the moſt happy 
turn of fortune, as we thought, met, juſt Wi 
as we were going to land, with a man of 
war that was then ſetting fail for Jamaica, 
and accordingly we went on board with- 
out going aſhore. The captain was migh- 
tily pleas'd to take us in, as we appear'd il 
to be perſons of ſome diſtinction. In 
four days we loſt fight of Europe. 4 
I Mus confeſs, that in the midſt of 
my anxiety, *twas yet a great pleaſure 
to me to think that I was daily coming 
nearer to my dear Miſs Fanny, and did 
not for ſome time refte& that both m 
lord and his amiable daughter were exaſ- 
perated againſt me to ſuch a degree, that 
they had left Europe without taking the 
leaſt notice of me. So far from conſider- 
ing this circumſtance, I fancied that we 
thould be equally delighted to ſee each 
other, and that the pleaſure of find- 
ing me follow them to America, would 
reſtore me to their love and eſteem. I 
mention this ſhort-liv'd joy, and which 
too was purely ideal, becauſe tis the laſt: 
I ever taſted that was unembitter'd with 
Ty ſorrow; 
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row; for now my misfortunes were 
gun, and if heaven was to change them, 
Las only to make them ſtill more grie- 
Wous : If it had yet any pleaſure in ſtore 
r me, it was to be turn'd to ſorrow ; and 
om an odd turn of fate, ſo unaccount- 
le a felicity awaited me as was deſtin'd to 
unge me into the deepeſt diſtreſſes; a 
th. Wl icicy that could not be extreme with- 
Nat being accompanied with inſupport- 
ple torment | 
Tax firſt days on board a ſhip were 
WI pert in getting acquaintance. I became 
cry intimate with the captain, whoſe 
ame was Mr. Jobn Wills, who appear'd 
to be a man of great honour and genero- 
ſity, two circumſtances which above all 
others were moſt capable of making me 
cſteem him. I ſtudied him before 1 ad- 
' mitted him to an intimate familiarity, 
and was perſuaded, after I had followed 
all the maxims that prudence ſuggeſted 
on this occaſion, that I might chuſe him 
for my friend. I never could be brought 
to believe, even after he had acted a moſt 
vile part, that I was miſtaken in my 
judgment, and that he was naturally a 
villain. When I firſt became acquainted 
with him he was an upright and ſincere! 
man, and this I am ſtill perſuaded of; 
C 6 but 
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bur into what iniquity will not our paſ- 
ſions lead us when we abandon ourſelye 
blindly to their conduct! He betray'd 
me, he expos'd me to inexpreſſible mi; 
fortunes, and yet I have ſuch an aſcen-· 
dant over my reſentments, that I forgive 
him. He abus'd my confidence, to ruin 
the moſt amiable man living; a man 
who was my deareſt friend. I have left 
heaven to revenge the injury that was done 
me, but cannot forbear wiſhing to ſee its 
vengeance break forth. 4 

WxEũ had ſoon contracted ſo ſtrict an 
intimacy, that all the time I did not em- 
ploy in reading or converſing with Mrs. 
Lallin, I ſpent with him. He reveal'd 
to me the moſt hidden receſſes of his 
heart: All his affairs, not excepting 
thoſe of his family concerns, his pleaſures 
and his pains, were lodg'd in my boſom, 
as in the ſanctuary of friendſhip. I did 
not at firſt open myſelf to him with ſo 
little reſerve, not having forgot my 
lord Axminſter's precepts, nor the things 
I had lately experienc'd. However, find- 
ing him to be of a ſerious and folid turn 
of mind, I did not ſcruple, after we had 
been on board a few weeks, to inform 
him who I was, and to let him into part 
of my ſtory. He received the ſecrets I 
bil ; entruſted 
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ruſted him with xs I had done his, that 
WP in ſeeming ſtrongly affected with what 
id him, and in repeating his aſſurance 
loving me as long as he lived. Hi- 
Wrto I had let him into thoſe particu- 
s of my life in which I myfelf only 


s concern'd, but had not once open'd 
lips either about my lord Auminſter 
eft Mrs. Lallin, well knowing that a man 
dne honour is to make a wide difference 
its ¶ween his own ſecrets and thoſe of his 


ends. But as it was impoſſible but my 
rer muſt ſometimes be mention'd in 
nverſation, he was ſo far from appear- 
g a zealous ſtickler for the Protector, 


d at he on the contrary ſeem'd to deplore, 
is ich all good Engli/bmen, the miferies 
gf our unhappy country. I was pleaſed 
5 lind in him theſe ſentiments; and after 


greater familiarity had confirm*d me in 
he good opinion I had entertain'd of him, 

imagin'd it might be poſſible for me 
o win him over to king Charles's inte- 
eſt, and conſequently thoſe of my lord 
{xminſier; and my firſt overtures prov'd ſo 
ucceſsful, that I did not doubt but I had 
ade an entire conqueſt. I told him the 
ecret of my lord's voyage, upon his gi- 
ving me his word and oath that he would 
never reveal it, and he engag'd to get 
2 into 
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into his lordſhip's acquaintance as ſoon az 
he ſhould meet with an opportunity: 
His perſon, his ſhip, in ſhort, - ev 
thing he had in the world ſhould be a 
my lord's ſervice, and he even wiſn'd he 
could go and take him in at Martinice; 
and ſaid he would have done it, had he 
not been afraid *twould prejudice the 
king's affairs, which he now began to 
conſider as his own. But having no pre- 
tence to go ſo far out of his courſe, he 
reſolved, in concert with me, that in cafe 
the viſcount did not go immediately for 
Jamaica, we then would fit out a veſle| 
from that iſland under a ſhew of trade, 
which ſhould take his lordſhip 1 in, and 
bring him to us. I again repeat, that 
captain Wills was ſincere in his reſolu- 
tions, and therefore tho' the confidence! 
plac'd in him prov'd unlucky, it yet was hac 
neither light or imprudent. tha 
ALL this time Mrs, Latin ſeemed very N cut 
eaſy, and my eſteem for her was very ¶ me 
much 1ncreaſed, from the time of our ¶ ca] 
becoming aſſociates in diſtreſs. I admir'd Ml un 
her wit, her complacency and politeneſs ; ¶ tai 
and notwithſtanding ſhe lov'd me as dear-¶ m 
ly as ever, ſhe now thought the utmoſt Wl m 
e cou'd hope for from me was my friend- he 


ſhip and reſpect, -I had ſo. often ber ſe 
3 : er 


. 


5 er that I ſhou'd for ever love my lord 
„ ninſter's daughter, that ſhe ſeem'd to 
re reſign'd all her pretenfions to me, 
d diſcover*d her paſſion no otherwiſe, 
an by her continual aſſiduity and com- 
laiſancez in a word, ſhe obſery'd the 
romiſe ſhe had made me at Roan to a 
ittle. She had appear'd lovely in the 
yes of captain Wills; and indeed, ſhe 
vas too beautiful for a mariner. Perha 
e thought ſo at firſt; for he had hither- 
o behav'd in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
and we united our endeavours to teach 
Mrs. Lallin Engliſh, which ſhe wou'd ab- 
ſolutely want in Jamaica. But now his 
familiarity growing inſenſibly into paſ- 
ſion, his 22 with regard to her, 
as ſo chang'd, that ſhe one day. was 
forced to complain to me about it. I 
had now ſo high a value for Mrs. Lallin 
that I wou'd have run all hazards to ſe- 
cure her from an inſult, and therefore 
mention'd the affair very ſeriouſly to 
captain Hills, who did not ſeem to take 
umbrage at what I ſaid, but turn'd cer- 
tain not altogether decent expreſſions he 
made uſe of, into raillery ; and !aſfuring: 
me that he had the higheſt eſteem for her, 
he behav'd for fome days with greater re- 
ſerve. However, at the fame; time * 
e 
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he ſeem'd to act more cautiouſly with e 
gard to her, he grew more cool to me 
Mrs. Lallin told me one day, with teaniii 
in her eyes, that captain Wills had beei 
very inquiſitive with regard to the ſtriai 
intimacy he obſerv'd to be between u 
and that ſhe having told him I was heli 
nephew, as had been agreed upon betweenlli 
us at our going on board, he ſhook hi 
head, and told her that he knew a great 
many relations, who, in reality, were ai 
little ſo as Mrs. Lallis and I; and that mW 
caſe ſhe were my aunt in that ſenſe, hel 
hoped. ſhe wou'd at leaſt be ſo good a 
to become his couſin. He has, fays ſhe, 
ſince repeated his infolence, and gave me 
to underſtand that eyery woman who ven- 
tures her ſelf on board a ſhip, ought to 
indulge ſome favours to the captain. 

I cov'p not comprehend how it was 
poſſible for a man who appear'd fo gene- 
rous and polite, to forget himſelf ſo far, 
and therefore hinted it to him a ſecond 
time. ' He had ſcarce patience to heat 
me out, but bluntly told me, that I had 
for ſome time given my ſelf ſuch airs as 
though I were maſter of the ſhip, but 
that 1 ſhou'd do well to remember that 
he was mine. My maſter? fays I to him, 
no, captain Vils, you are my friend; 
of + 2 you 
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are a man of honour, whom I ſin- 


ey love and reſpe& ; but then I muſt 
ire you to confider, that you have no 
Wchority over either my aunt or me. I 
no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but he 
me, without once opening his lips. 
por my ſelf, I behaved towards him as 
ore; but it was eaſy to be perceiv'd by 
WS fullenncſs and continual muſing, that 
vas meditating upon ſomething very 
5 e tie. | 
3 We had now been about ſix weeks at 
* and ſo far from meeting with tem- 
ſtuous weather, we had been becalm'd 
Ir near a fortnight, which had retarded 
r courſe very much. One morning we 
dy'd a' fail, croſſing juſt by us, within 
znnon ſhot. She bore Engliſh colours, 
nd our captain ſeeing her veer d the ſails, - 
order to go on board her. Coming 
p with her that inſtant, he order'd the 
ong-· boat to be put out; upon which I 
ffer'd to wait upon him, but he refus'd. 
imagin'd that he only wanted to enquire 
ow things ſtood in thoſe ſeas, and whither 
Whe other captain was bound. He did not 
tay above a quarter of an hour on board, 
hen I faw him return with ſome per- 
ons from the other ſhip; and theſe [ 
uppos'd to be ſome of his countrymen, 
; whom 
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whom he was bringing on board his owl 
veſſel by way of compliment. They gw 
into the ſhip, and the firſt thing captag 
Fills did, was to take me by the collar 
and cry that he arreſted me in the protec 
tor's name, and that of the parliameniif 
Immediately he gave orders for mil 
being bound, at which. I was ſo ſurpriʒ i 
that I cowd not ſpeak a ſingle word 
And this being done, I was that inſtawif 
put into the long-boat, and carried oli 
board the other ſhip. This was done f 
ſuddenly, that I had ſcarce time to fe 
Mrs. Lallin, who held out her hands ti 
me, and broke into the moſt lamentabk 
cries at the ſight, and at the ſame tim 
to think of what would become of her.. 
I was immediately put down int 
the hold, where I was -left bound. 
continued alone till the two ſhips had» 
weigh'd anchor. Twas manifeſt that 
captain Mills was a villain, who had de 
liver'd me up as an enemy to the 
tector; and that his love for Mrs. Lallis 
had prompted him to this vile action. 
The firſt emotions of my compaſſion a: 
roſe for that unhappy lady. How unhap- 
Py, ſaid I, muſt ſhe be, to ſee herſell 
under the abſolute command of a wretch 
who has perpetrated ſo black an * 
1 I- 
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8 v0k'd heaven, which alone was able 
g rotect her. I had not voluntarily con- 
buted to her misfortunes; but then I 
forced to confeſs that I was the firſt 
Wuſc of them. She wou'd have lived 
aceably in Roan, had ſhe never known 

or at leaſt, ſhe wou'd not have ex- 
ad herſelf to dangers upon the ſea, 

iich probably were .now impending. 
y obligations to. her gave me as muck 


ieaſineſs as cou'd have roſe from remorſe, 
d I really been the cauſe of her ruin. 
BuT now what mult I, whoſe thoughts 
ere thus employ'd in bewailing -the 


Was betray'd by a perfidious wretch; 
to No — —— deliver'd me. 
y chains plainly ſhew'd I was look*d 
pon as a traitor ; and I had reaſon to be- 
eve that I was to be carried to England. 
ſuppos'd- that the ſhip I was on board 
f was hound for thoſe parts, and that 
he perftidious Wills had given the captain 
uch inſtructions as would complete my 
uin. I expected death, and what was 
much more grievous, that I ſhould never 
de able to recover my lord Axminſters 
ſteem, and my ever dear Miſs Fanny's 
ove, before. x fatal day happen' d. 
hey'll never, ſaid I, hear of this ſad 
_ cata» 


— 
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fate of others, think of my ſelf? 1 | 
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cataſtrophe, and in cafe they do, the) 
won't pity me. How can I flatter 
ſelf ſo far as to think they'll ever be in. 
form d of my innocence! How cruel ſo 
ever thefe reflections might be, mot # > 
were infinitely lefs grievous than t 
which aroſe a moment after in my mind. 
I conſider'd, that F/iIls's treachery wou 
not extend barely to me; and that a vi 
lain being always completely fo, he wonl 
certainly involve my lord Axminſter in 
my ruin. This thought ruſh*d' in ſo ſud: 
denly upon my mind, and in fo dreadful 
a ſhape, that it caufed a kind of ſilence 
in my foul, and damp'd all my facultie 
I was fix'd in ſuch deep aſtoniſhment that 
Twas altogether immoveable. O abomina. 
ble crime] OdeepaMittion!'cry'd I; I've 
betray*d * dear patron, my father, my be- 
nefactor; P've betray*d my adorable Fan 
ny, Mrs. Reding; the only perſons m_ 
earth I ought to love and reſpe&, M 
indiſcreet conduct will coft them * theit 
lives. Alas! *tis I only who now deſerve 
death; if it be not to atone for my guilt, 
at leaſt let me die to remove my ſhame 
and infamy from my own eyes. I conti- 
nued above a quarter of an hour in this 
dreadfu} anxiety, and even hated my 
felf. I wiſhed to be at London, and = 
22 e 


the 
ny 
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oſſible for any man's fate to be more 
rretched than mine: I was expos'd a third 


vel ime to be accuſed of perfidy, a thing 
* ny very nature abhorr'd. My falſe or in- 
ind Voluntary crimes produced the ſame ef- 
ect as tho? they were real ones, and had 
vi. een perpetrated deſignedly. The moſt 
zul nveterate enemy the viſcount and his 
in aughter had in the world cou'd not 
ſud· Nhave ruin'd them more effectually than I 
afl ad done. And yet what in the world 
nel cou'd be more dear and valuable to me 
tien 


than rhoſe two amiable —.— ? For 
whom cou'd I with ſo much pleaſure have 
laid down my life as for them? The one 
had uſed me with the tenderneſs of a fa- 
mer, and the other was the idol of my 
heart. Alas! there once was a time when 
I was allowed to think I was dear to them. 
I xNnow not whither thoſe dreadful re- 


ter they had weigh'd anchor, and the 
ſhip was ſteering her courſe. At his. 
coming down, he told me he had been 
yery impatient to hear from my own: 
mouth whether thoſe things which cap- 
ain Wills accuſed me of ann no. 

on't 
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e executioner was putting an end to 
my misfortunes. Nor indeed was) it 


flections wou' d have carried me, had not 
the captain viſited me about an hour af- 
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Don't be ejected, ſays he, you've fallen 
into better hands than you imagine; but 
here 1 deſire you to be ſincere in what! 
wou'd know from you. A requeſt mac 
with fo much warmth, put me into 1 
freſh dilemma. I was afraid he wou d be 
angry in caſe I did not inform him of 
every particular which the treacherou 
captain Mills might haye let him into; 
and I was ſtill more perplex*d, leſt in my 
endeavours to none? 5 him I ſhould diſ- 
cover ſeveral circumſtances with regard to 
my lord Auminſter and my ſelf, which 
Wills might poſſibly not have told him! 
T obſerv*d af wh d in his countenance, and 
the tone of his voice, ſomething vaſtly 
engaging, which ſeem'd to ſpeak him a 
man of honour ; but how cou'd I hence- 
_ forwards rely on the outſide and-ſhew, 
after having been fo vilely .betray*d by 
captain Mills? I reflected on thoſe cir- 
cumſtances almoſt at one and the ſame 
time, when I reſolv'd to be ſincere even 
in the moſt minute circumſtances which 
related to my ſelf, and not once to men- 
tion my lord Axminſter or his deſigns, 
_ unleſs the queſtions he aſk'd me might 
force me to it. I begun by telling him 
plainly, that I was Gliver's ſon, but an 
m__ppy one, whom my father _ = 
us' 
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ed to awn, and even abandoned before 
y birth... I ſer his cruelty in the ſtrongeſt 
ght, to juſtify an averſion which was as 
atural in me as tenderneſs is in other 
ons. I related my mother's misfortunes 
o him, and her melancholy end; and as 
y heart had not been able to recover 
rom the grief with which it was ſeiz'd a 
oment before, the remembrance of m 


to; | 
my ear mother melted. me ſo much that I 
diſ-urſt into tears. I interrupted my rela- 
toon to wipe them away, and afterwards 
ich _—_ my eyes to the captain, I was ſur- 
im. Priz'd to perceive that he himſelf cry'd 
nd he look'd at me. I aſcrib'd his tears 
Hy his compaſſion. May heaven, ſays I, 
1 2 rvard that generous pity which makes 


you take ſo great a ſhare in my pains! I 


ce- 
W. Nas going to reſume my ſtory; ſtop, a- 
by We able young man, ſays he, with a voice 
ir- Interrupted by ſighs, ſtop. Let me firſt 


take off theſe manacles which ſuit ill with 
your hands; I'm heartily ſorry you have 
worn them ſo long. Saying this, he him- 
n= elf took them off, and taking me by the 
is, land, he led me into his own cabbin, 
ht hen he ſhut the door, and ſer me down 
m by him. + K LEST 1 YA 1- Mk Ty 
in Hs appear'd abſent in thought, and 
ird his eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me for ſome 
d moments, 


4 
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moments. The ſigns plainly reveaPd hi 
inward anxiety. Acquaint me, ſays h 
more fully with your ſtory, and by wh 
caprice of fortune the firſt ſtages of you 
ife happen'd to bear ſo great a reſemblanc 
to thoſe of mine. You are Oliver's for 
you ſay, but what was the name of you 
mother, who ſuffer'd ſo much from you 
father's cruelty and injuſtice? I anſwer'l 
that her name was Cleveland. Alas 
ſays he, I never heard of it. You won't 
wonder at it when I inform you in what 
manner I was brought up.” But ſureh 
you cannot but have heard of Molly Bridge 


and her unhappy ſon. My aſtoniſnment it 
and the anſwer I made, gave him imme hi 
diately to underſtand that I was inform. 
both of his name and misfortunes. Moalh bo 
Bridge, ſays I, that lived in Ramne - © 
Marſh, and was brought up by Mrs. Ke. rr 

ue 


ding / you ſee him before you, ſays he, 
embracing me tenderly; I am he. Ie 
took him in my arms, dear captainiBridge, 
ſaid I, how good is heaven to me, in 
making me find a friend in the very man 
to whom I was deliver'd as an enemy 
How are the black deſigns of that villain 
Hills now fruſtrated! But I muſt beg 
you to inform me how it is poſſible for 
you to be alive, ſince Mrs. Reding believ d 

you 
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du dead, and ſo often told me your ſad 
ory? He promis'd to inform me ho-, 
aven had wrought a miracle in his fa- 
dur; but rejoice at it, ſays he, only as 

am this day ſo happy as to be of ſervice 
> you, for life is now ſo great a burden 

me,, that 


cannot look upon my be- 
as a happineſs. 


He then preſs'd me to acquaint him 
ith the preſent ſtate of my affairs, and 
he reaſon why captain Wills had put 
e into his hands, in order to be carried 


and deliver'd up to Oliver. 


related in few words my ſtrict intimacy 


Axminſter, and the motives. 


hich had engaged me to follow him to 
(merica. I told him that the nobleman 
bovemention'd had orders from the king 
o engage the colonies, if poſſible, to re- 


allegiance that as I was a 
J had endeavour'd to gain 
Wills to that party, and 


ad met with ſucceſs; but that his violent 


a, lady who was under my. 


_ 


protection had drawn upon me his utmoſt 
atred, and prompted him to treachery, 1 
afterwards, let him into Mrs. Lallin's cha- 
acter, and the numberleſs obligations 1 
w'd her; which inſpir'd him with ſuch 


r captain Wilis, that he im- 
| medately. se 
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mediately told me he was very ſorry hu 
ſhip was not in a condition to attack ai 
man of war. This declaration gave me 
the utmoſt pain, for my only aim in tel- 
ö ling him this circumſtance, was in order 
| to engage him to reſcue Mrs. Lallin. | 
| even was again urgent with him to at- 
tempt ſomething for her ſake; but tell. 
ing me that he had no cannon on board, 
tho' his veſſel was intended for a thirty 
gun ſhip, and had but few ſmall arms, 
all I cou'd then do was to bewail the fate 


of that unfortunate woman, and pray to MWſpo! 
heaven for her deliverance. Providence ng 
was ſo good as to indulge in ſome mea-W 
ſure my requeſt. The bad condition of Wo 
my brother's ſhip made me ſtill more'cu- Mt 
rious to know his adventures, and whi- Na 

NS 


ther he was bound ; which he related as 
e W 732 mg 
Is HALL not repeat the particulars of my 
firſt misfortunes, and thoſe of my mo- Mo - 
ther, ſince Mrs. Reding has inform'd you HA © 
of them; but ſhall date my relation ]Wva: 
from the laſt viſit I made our father, or Ning 
rather tyrant. I was fo filly as to per- Wit 
ſuade my ſelf, notwithſtanding what Mrs. ¶ tim 
Reding inculcated to the contrary, that MW feet 
it was | impoſſible for a parent to ſup- ¶ ſur 
preſs all the tender ſenſations of nature. Ned 


I thought 


© 1 WT my mother's unfortunate death; and 
me ppoſing he had had any ſhare in it, I 
tel. id not think this cou'd diſpenſe me ſuf- 


ciently from paying him the duties which 


at · N xpecting to be treated by him with a pa- 
ell. ernal indulgence. I even expected, that 
rd, Ihe reſolution I had taken of viſiting him 
rty Mrivately, before J told publickly how 
arly I was related to him, wou'd pre- 


udice him in my favour. Upon this ſup- 


to oſition, I waited on him; and pretefd- 
ace Ing that I had a ſecret to communicate, 
vas immediately introduced. He was 


at his feet, when my eagerneſs to do it 
made him fancy that I had a deſign upon 


e made them ſearch me in his preſence, 
to ſee whether I had any arms about me; 
a ceremony I had ſubmitted to before I 
was admitted into his apartment. Find- 
or Ning all was ſafe, he order'd the guards to 
er- N withdraw; and I went up to him a ſecond 


rs. time, in order to throw my ſelf at his 
at feet, when I told him with a modeſt aſ- 
p- ſurance, the motives which had prompt- 
re. ed me to addreſs him. No ſooner had I 


ht - mens 


thought he cou'd not be juſtly accuſed 


sa ſon Iowed him; nor hinder me from 


alone, and I was going to throw my ſelf 


his life; upon which he call'd for his 


guards, and commanded them to ſeize me. 
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mention'd my mother's name, d [ 

plainly e by his countenance that 
1 gave him great uneaſineſs. He threw 
his eyes round to ſee if no one had heard 
me; when coming up to me, and taking 
me by the arm, Wretch! ſays he, thou 
deſerveſt death for preſuming to act ſo 
villanous a part. As thou art young I fot. 
give thee, but will know who has ſeduc'd 
thee. In the mean time, beware how 
thou - informeſt any perſon of the affront 
thou haſt put upon me, as thou wiſheſt 
not to die in the midft of torments. He 
call'd his guards a ſecond time, and com- 
manded a party of them to carry me to 
the ſtrongeſt priſon in the city. I trem- 
bled when I left the apartments, for his 
eyes, and the tone of his voice terrified 
me no leſs than his threats. 

Ar my firſt coming into goal, I wa 
left in one of the common rooms of it; 
but ſcarce had I been there an hour, when 
2 freſh order came for my being confin'd 
in one of its darkeſt dungeons, where [I 
was left ſome hours without ſeeing one 
human creature. The little ſuſtenance 
that was allowed me was let down by a 
rope through a hole in the ceiling. I ex- 


pected death every moment, tho? 1ws me 
conſcious of my innocence, and had cer- to 
tainly 
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iily nothing to reproach myſelf with. 
rute creatures, faid I to myſelf, in the 
pitterneſs of my ſoul ; ſavage beaſts are 


ara tender to their young, and I am fon to a 
Ing man who condemns me cruelly to die, 
hon becauſe I dare preſume to call him father! 
| lo I recolleted Mrs. Reding's advice, and 
lot. reproach'd myſelf for being ſo preſump- 
d tuouſly ſilly as to neglect it. T invok'd 


my mother's ghoſt to my aſſiſtance, and 
with tears begg'd her to pardon me for 


eſt WY not taking warning by her untimely end. 
He BN In fine, after having ipent a week in this 
2 miſerable place, I was taken out of it, and 


carried into a large room, where two per- 
M- By fons, who appear* 
were waiting for me. They enquir'd very 


cd i artfully where I had been brought up, 
and the perſons who had taken care of 
my education. I had too great a ſoul to- 


as 

C5 Wy betray Mrs. Reding. They judg'd by 
Any ob 

'd i when they threaten'd me, that twould 
I be but loft labour to urge me farther. I 
ne ſuppoſe they had orders only to frighten. 
de me: One of them told me that I ſhould. 
2 immediately be ſet at liberty, and that 


the protector was ſo gracious as to give 
me my life; but that in caſe I preſum'd:- 


do repeat the infult to his highneſs, I 
I "= 2 might 


to be men of diſtinction, 


ſtinate ſilence, and my reſolution 
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might expect the moſt dreadful pun 
ment that could poſſibly be inflicted ; bi 
they neither told me my crime, nor th 
outrage I had committed; in regard 
ine lord protector. 1 
Bor now was taken out of priſon: The 
liberty with which I had been flatter*d w: 
my being carried eat on board 
ſhip which was going to fail forthwit 
for Nevis, where a colony was then rai 
ſing. I was indeed neither manacled no 
 fetter'd, but then I was put among a com 
pany of miſerable wretches, the greateſ 
part whereof had been condemned. far 
different crimes to the fame puniſhment 
with myſelf. I was now N to change 
my dreſs, and put on one ſuitable to my 
' preſent condition. Words can never ex- 
Preſs how greatly I was dejected. I was 
wholly uracquainted with my fate; | 
heard the companions of my ill fortune 
ſpeak of Nevis as a ſmall iſland that was 
barren and uninhabited, where, we. were 
to be uſed as ſlaves, and to plough the 
ground. So mean an employment made 
me wiſh for death, as the ſole remedy for 
all my evils. -I ſpent day after day in 
ſighing in ſome corner of the ſhip; and] 
ſeldom join'd in converſation. with thoſe 
fellows, tho? it was impoſſible for me to 
avoid their company. IeAx- 
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W 1 canxoT ſay whether twas ina natu- 
WW way, or by the miraculous aſſiſtance 
f heaven, that I ſuddenly perceived a 
glimpſe of hopes in the midſt of my diſ- 
treſs. What I am now going to relath 1 
ſo ſurpriſing, OT hardly believe: 
me on my bare word: Nothing, but your 
meeting my ſhip in this vaſt ocean, and 
the teſtimony of the ſailors, will. be able 
to remove your incredulity at firſt; after- 
wards, in caſe you continue a conſider- 
able cad with me, and we are ſo- happy 
| as to find out what I have been three 
months in ſearch of, the ſight of the won- 
ders you will then ſee, will fully juſtify 
me in every particular. 
In the mean time I grew ſo. melancho- 
ly, that it would have Been impoſſible | 
2 me to live had it continued. One = 
day as I was alone, and eaſing my for- 
rows by ſhedding tears, an old woman I 
had hitherto taken no notice of, came up 
to me in a very civil manner, She Was. 
not dreſt after the Englifþ faſhion, © and- 
tho' ſhe ſpoke our language with proprie- 
ty, one could nevertheleſs perceive that 
ſhe was a foreigner. There was ſome- 
thing amiable in her face, tho” time had 
made deep furrows in it; and her eyes- 
diſcover'd ſome remains of that ſprightly 
* 224 Jade D'4 8s 4 "+4 fire 


niſt 
3 D 
r th 


N 
4 
7 


. 


30%/ꝗ The Life f © 


ſays the old woman, only heightens my 
OT N curioſity: 


fire which ſeems to be of the ſame ſub ut 
ſtance with the ſoul, or at leaſt of tha 
which comes neareſt to it. I was ſo ſtru r 
with her, that tho* ſhe was in a mea iti 
' dreſs, I roſe up out of civility when ſhe! 
ſpoke to me. She then ask*d me why F<" 
cry'd, when I anſwer'd in the moſt mo- 0 
ving manner, that I was an unfortunate | 
young man, the ſport of fortune, and the? 
refuſe of nature; and that tho? I were ti che 
ſhed never ſo many tears, my mis fortune m) 
would require more. I have obſerved gt 
you, ſays ſhe, for ſome days with the ut· ral 
| moſt attention, and was ſurprized to fee m 
you ſo greatly dejected. The company, me 
and the dreſs you are in ſeem very ü- i 
ſuitable to you: Reveal your woes to me, ho 
and I poſſibly may be pl ſervice to you, Ml '*t 
in caſe I am nat miſtaken in the opinion Ml Pe 
I have of you. Alas! ſays I, my miſ- fre 
' fortunes are not: of fuch a nature as w in 
force a bluſh from me 7" Wou'd to heaven I "! 
they did not give me. fo much anxiety! le 
But the barbarous wretches who ſentenc d b. 
me to baniſhment, threaten to kill me in Il '* 
caſe I dare reveal their injuſtice, Thus * 
am I oblig'd to ſuffer evils undeſery'd, IW << 
and be even denied the conſolation of be- 0 
*wailing them. What you now tell me, II 
Cc 
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tioſity: If you were not born, as one 
ould imagine you were not by your out- 
ward appearance, to this miſerable con- 
dition, and have not committed any ac- 

ion for which you juſtly deſerve to be: 
entenced to it, I look upon you. to be: 
orthy of the utmoſt compaſſion... _ 

TakEsE words ſooth'd my ſorrows fo: 
agreeably, that I reſolved to ſuppreſs 

hoſe fears which prompted me to conceal: 
my ſad ſtory, and accordingly I related 
to this charitable comforter my ſeve- 
ral misfortunes, and even thoſe of my 

mother, She diſcover'd the ſtrongeſt e- 
motions of pity and. aſtoniſhment as ſhe 
liſten'd, and when J had done, only ex- 
horted me to arm my breaſt with cou-- 
rage and reſolution, and that I might de-- 
pend upon receiving unexpected relief. 
from her. She chen Toft me without ſay- 
ing more. I was very curious: to know- 
n Wl bo ſhe was; and enquiring, all I: could: 
1 learn was, that ſhe was a foreigner, who» 
51 bad agreed with the captain of the ſhip 
in to carry her to the iſland of St. Helena, 
1s MW where the veſſel was to touch. I diſ- 
1, cours'd with her the next and the fol- 
- lowing days, and ſhe came regularly to» 
>, the place where I us'd to ſtand. Her: 
y Il converſation was always prudent and mo- 
, 5 | D 5 . deſt, 1 


8 „ 
deſt, and ſhe made me often repeat mi 
— 5 and took a pleaſure in hearing the 
moſt minute particulars of it. The ci 
cumſtance ſhe liſten'd to with the greatel 
_ pleaſure was, my long retirement i 
Romney-Marſh. She ask'd me whether 
could again like to lead a ſolitary life, and 
whether the commerce I had ſince carried 
on with mankind had not depraved my 
mind. Sometimes ſhe would change the 
diſcourſe to the moſt ſublime ſubjectz 
and whether it were that ſhe was deſirou 
to examine my talents, or exerciſe her 
own, ſhe ſeem'd vaſtly pleaſed with thoſ 
_ exalted diſcourſes, „„ 
Wr had ſpent about two months. in 
this manner, and the only conſolation ſhe 
hitherto had adminiſter*d to. me was, her 
viſiting and converſing with me. She 
repeated from time to time the promiſe © 
the had made of aſſiſting me, but did not bo 
acquaint me in what manner. As I did 
not perceive the leaſt likelihood that my I ha 
fortune would mend, I was far from feed- e 
ing Ar with empty hopes, and ſup- W *" 


= 
. 


it 


pos'd I ſhould never receive any other I m 
favours from her than her good-will. - 
{ 


However, when we were come pretty 
near St. Helena, ſhe put a queſtion WW 7< 

to me which ſurpriz d me very much: * 
: SE e 


it and reſolution? The Buſineſs is no- 


you inſtantly happy, beyond the utmoſt. 
bounds of your wiſhes. I anſwer' d, that: 
would willingly attempt any thing to- 


ri Prevent my being carried to the iſland. 
mot Nevis. Liſten, ſays ſhe, to what I 
chm now going to tell you: We are to- 
ct; rcaſt anchor before St. Helena + I will go 
ou aſhore, and be abſent three days; but in 
her the night of the fourth I'll come and de- 


liver you: Tou'll'firſt ſee a large pſea- 
ſure· boat at ſome diſtance from the ſhipz 
There ſhall be a lanthorn in it by way of 
ſignal, which will alſo ſerve to guide 
you: A little after it ſhall be put out; 


She but the difficulty will be to get you into · 


\iſe the boat, for a conſtant watch is kept on. 
not board the ſhip. all night, and much more 
ud ſtrictly now ſhe lies fo near the ſhore, 1 
ny have thought of ſeveral expedients to» 
4 get you aſhore, but cannot think: of any 
p- one that's feaſible; There would be too - 
cr much danger were I to come near the 
11, WF ladders, . befides, they are drawn up in 


ty the night, and it would be impoſſible for 


n vou to let them down unperceived. I 
1: will throw myſelf, ſaid I, into the ſea, 
5 VV 


ou ſeem, ſays the, to be prudent and 
WS i;:u0us, but then are you'a man of ſpi-- 


Wot . to ſave your life, but to make 
a 


— 
you muſt only be near enough to take me v. 
in. Twas this very thing, ſays ſhe, een 
intended to propoſe to you, which yet Icn' 
was afraid to do, tho' it muſt abſolutely 
be done. I will go towards that part 
where you will ſee the lanthorn, and in 
caſe you have courage enough to throw on 
yourſelf into the waves, you may depend: 
1 ir being taken up immediately. And v: 
if the watch ſhould happen to ſpy my 

boat, we will row off to ſuch a diſtance, Wot 
that, as it will be in the dark, it will be rio 
impoſſible for them to purſue us to any hin 
purpoſe. : = Su 
|  Tr1s appear'd to me not only feaſible ¶ thc 
but eaſy: The only thing to be dreaded M di! 
was, leſt I ſhould be drown'd; but even 
that would have been a happineſs. to me, Ml wü 
if I had flipt this opportunity of making 
my eſcape. I gave the old gentlewoman 
ten thouſand thanks; and without once of 
thinking what would become of me after ¶ co 
I had got into the boat, I promis'd to fo 
put my life into her hands. We arriv'd I {c: 
at St. Helena a few days after, and caſt I th 
anchor. The paſſengers went on ſhore I be 
in the long- boat, and my f alle Kt de 
with them, and the captain alſo left the 0: 
ſhip, with part of the crew; ſo that the t 
company of miſerable wretches, of which I h. 

; J was 


| * * * D Þ: 2 
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was one, were left on board, with juſt 


| me on 
en ſufficient to guard them, and pre- 


et IMent any tumult. I waited with the ut- 
tely Moſt impatience for the happy night 
pan hich was to be the period of my life or 
d in he beginning of my liberty. Twas now 


ome when the only uneaſineſs I felt was, 
hat I had forgot to aſk my protectrefa how 


\nd WY was to be taken out of the ſea : However, 
my this gave me but little pain; a man can- 
ce, ¶ not be ſo very exact in examining the va- 

be Wrious methods of ſafety which are offer'd 


him, when he propoſes death to himſelf 
as his laſt refuge. I perceiv'd the lan- 
thorn in the dead of night, and I faw it 
ded i diſappear a moment after. I pretended 
ren to fall aſleep on that ſide of the ſhip 
ne, which lay towards it, and not long, GEE 
ing heard the waves daſh under, me. I ſup- 
an WM pos'd that this was made by the motion 
ice of the boat; but it being 12 dark that I 
cer WM could+ not ſee my hand, I was uncertain 
to for a moment when to plunge into the 
d ſeca: Beſides, I was afraid of falling into 
oft the boat, in which caſe I ſhould certainly 
re have beat myſelf to pieces, and three or 
el four ſailors ſtanding juſt by me, I did not 
de dare to ſpeak. However, having conſider'd 
he that whatever might be their, thqughts in 
hearing me ſay ſome few words, they te An 

| | | would . | 


— 
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would never imagine I was going to jum i 
into the water, and very probably woull 
not be near enough to hear me; I there 
fore put my head down, and cried our; 
Are you there, Madam? Yes, fiys ſhe 
but Pm vex*d I did not conſider how dark 
it would be; obſerve whence you he 
the voice, and throw yourſelf boldly into 
the ſea. The ſailors, who heard the 
words as plain as I did, roſe up. I don 
know what their deſign was; however, 
hearing them come towards me, I call 
upon heaven to aſſiſt me, and flung mi 
ſelf into the wave. . 
Mix ſpirits being ſtrongly agitated by 
my plunging with ſo much violence, they 
bore me up ſo vigorouſly, that I did not 
once faint, tho? I drank large draughts 
of ſalt water. I was ſo ſenſible, that ri- 
ſing again upon the firface, Theard ſe- 
vera] voices in the boat. However, at 
I. could not ſwim, I ſhould certainly have 
been in danger, had not my deliveren 
provided an expedient I had never 
thought of, which at once ſav'd me. I'was 
ſurprized, and even frighted to find my 
ſelf above water, without knowing, what 
it was that kept me up; and a moment 
after I found myſelf in the boat, in the 
arms of four men, who congratulated me 
CBC rc. vu _ 
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my courage and ſucceſs. They then 
ought only of getting off as faſt as 
oſſible: Whilſt they were making all 
e ſail they could, and plying their oars 
ith the utmoſt diligence, the old lady, 
ho was at the head of this affair, diſcos 
er'd the greateſt Joy for my deliverance. 
firſt ask*d her how it was poſſible for me 
o be convey'd ſo ſuddenly into the boat. 
he anſwer'd, that after having conſulted 
ith the four perſons whom ſhe had let 
to the deſign, and communicated to 
hem the expedient we had thought upan, 
hey conſider'd that a large fiſhing-net 
ight be of ſervice to break my fall 
hen ] jumpt out of the ſhip; that ha- 


nov ing got cloſe to the ſhip with great dif- 
nt nculty, the night being very dark, they 
Ti. were afraid it would be impoſſible for me 
ſe . N to {ce them; that however the had aſſur d 


them I waited for them, and that the 
ſmalleſt ſignal from them would be an- 
ſwer d by me; that they thought it would 
be proper to ſpread the net as it was ſo 
dark; that they had fix'd a great part of 
it to the ſhip, and held the other part 
in their hands, when they row'd at a 
little diſtance, in order to catch me, in 
caſe J had the good fortune to fall into 
the water; that to keep the net from 
e ee ee n ee breaking 


Ve 
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breaking with my eighe, they kale 


* 


down as low as the water, in order to brei r 
my fall; that they were thinking ho or 
to give me notice of their being com Me 5 
juſt as I ſpoke to them; that as I hap ch 
pen'd to fall in the net, the only troub ha 
they then had was, to draw it to then uir 
as they row'd nearer the ſhip, by whio ere 
means I was borne up in the midſt of Mat 
waves, and was afterwards taken into th of 
boat. : £2 cdi 

Tno' I thought myſelf greatly indebt itt 
ed to their ingenuity and eare, tis mani vi! 
feſt that my 3 was owing immediate ig 
ly to providence, which I thank'd from ad 
48 bottom of my ſoul. My companion itt 


lighted their lanthorn when we got 2 che 
fome diſtance from the ſhip; and judginę un 
that we were ſafe, they laid by their oa hat 
and only us'd the 5 The men came eg. 
up to me, whom 1 hitherto had taken ot 
for common ſailors; but tho” they digt 
not ſeem to be any better by their habit, no 
their air and politeneſs ſeem'd to ſpeałk in 
them of a ſuperior rank. They ſurvey dre 
me attentively, and aſked me ſeyeral har 
queſtions, by which I found. that the lady na 
had acquainted. them with, part of my 
ſtory. They afterwards reflected, upon my Wyo! 
anſwers with an air of ſatisfaction. I did vir 
5 not 
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t underſtand the language they con- 
esd in, but they ſpoke to me in very 
oper Engliſh. At laſt, after making 
e great promiſes of their friendſhip, one 
them ſaid to me, that he was ſurprized 
had not yet been fo curious as to en- 
uire who they were, and whither th 
ere going to carry me. I anſwer'd, 
at as they had reſcued me from the 
oſt miſerable of all conditions, it was 
different to me where I went: That 
ith regard to them, I ſaid in the moſt 
vil terms, that I could not but have the 
igheſt idea of their goodneſs, ſince they 
ad done me fo ſignal a piece of ſervice, 
ithonrt being prompted to it from any 
her motives than thoſe of tenderneſs and 


no umanity. We hope, ſays the ſtranger 
15, at ow il ne be Jong different wich 


mehhegard to the place whither we are now 
55 zoing to carry you; *twill prove fo de- 
| 


ightful, that you will not deſire to re- 

ove from it; neither will you look up- 
dn your eſca pe from the ſhip as your 
greateſt happineſs, unleſs you give it that 
ame, as the means which heaven has 
ade uſe of to pave the way to that blei- 
ling it has in ſtore for you: We adviſe 
you only, ſays he, 'to be prudent and 
irtuous, and are perſuaded, from your 


air 


air and diſcourſe, and the particui 
which Mrs. Eliot has told us, that y | 

have always been, and will ever be 
leave to heaven and us the care of maki 
you happy. 450 
Tuxx talked to me upon this ſubę 
the remaining part of the night, and al 
did was, to thank them in general, 
the moſt civil terms, for their great goc 
neſs, but was unable to gueſs the mean 
of what they had juſt hinted to m 
ſuch obſcure terms. Mrs. Eliot (for ti 
was the name of my good friend, whid 
had never heard of before) was continu: 
8 praifing my modeſty and good natun 
and telling them in what manner ſheg 
- acquainted with me on board the ſhy 
In a word, ſhe ſaid to them, I'na ful 
ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of my unden 
king, and am perſuaded all my brethu 
will be ſo. I have brought but a few! 
them, but they are to be valued rath 
by weight than number; but all © 
was a riddle to me. Day now began 
break in upon us, and I diſcover'd, aft 
we had ſail'd four or five hours, a ve 
rocky coaſt, which I judg'd it would v 
impoſſible for us to land upon. My d 
Uverers ſaid to me, you may now than 
beaven we are all ſafe. They. ſeems 
5 J 2 RR 
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a wever to advance with great caution, 
fear of running upon the rocks which 
e N pear'd juſt above water. We came 
e ppily to ſhore: They drew, the boat 
t of the ſea, and drawing it along the 
nd, they hid it under an arch, which 
emed to be made on purpoſe to ſhut it up. 
caſt my eyes on all ſides, to ſee which 
ay we ſhould get up into the country; 
br I did not perceive any path, and the 
vcks which lay round the ſhore were of 
ch a prodigious height that they ſeem'd 
ſurmountable. Mrs. Elot, obſerving 
y ſurprize, took me by the hand, and 
ading me a little way over the fand a- 
»ng the coaſt, ſhe carried me. to an arch 
ke to that in which our companions had 
id their boat. We went into it: Twas 
kind of door, after which we came to an 
pening which reach'd from the bottom 
o the top of the rock, and winded about. 
t let in the light at top. We advanc'd 
or five or ſix minutes through theſe va- 
tous windings, but the way was ſo, nat- 
ow we could ſcarce walk. three abreaſt. 
ou ſeem ſurpriz'd, ſays Mrs. Elias to 
e, but have patience, and you'll be ſa- 
isfied 5 At laſt, the way we 
alk'd growing wider by 7 e 
ſoon came to ches mouth, which, brought 
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us upon the main land: The profpe 
I then faw ſtruck me at once with adm 
ration, when Mrs. Eliot carried me 
an eminence, from whence I might t ak 
2 more extenſive view of it. TwWas 
plain about five or fix leagues long, u 
about four leagues broad. It ſeemed 
be ſurrounded with rocks like that 
had gone through, and they were vaſt 
craggy and ſtcep,' but not very hig 
The proſpect was thus bounded a 
ſides, but then no ſpot in the 
could be more beautiful. The 1 e fat 
country look'd like an inchanted | 
den, for the embelliſhment of Which b. 0d 
art and nature ſeem'd to have united 
endeavours. There one beheld: vis 
trees which extended out of fi ht, f 
woods, 2 beautiful mixture H incaden 
and cultivated lands, houſes on each ſid 
with exact ſymmetry, which ſeen 
built equally for conveniency and the dt 
light of the eye. Ia the midſt of thi 
plain was a vaſt' edifice, which inde 
Was not magnificent, but then tas 
great ornament to the landikip, it 
Pearing to be built in the center of tl 
teſt of the houſes, and conſequently, wa 
equidiſtant from them. The fun, Which 
dow begun to diffuſe its rays, 2 fo 
ſmiling 
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pe iliag an wir to every. part of this rural 
du e, that I fancied myſelf convey'd into 
ether world, and my not enough ſa- 
my eye. You ſee, ſays Mrs. E- 
, our habitation, and your own, and 
is is the happy ſpot heaven has in- 
gd you for your reſidence. I now, 
ys the, again ſetting forward, will infor, 
Ju with whom you are going to live, 
d what kind, of happin you are. 10. 
ay in this place. ma 
You muſt undoubtedly have heard A 
e famous ſiege of Noche lle, and the dread-. 
| calamities the, citizens ſuffer'd. Moſt 
the perſons you will ſes here were once 
habitants 1 IT... mo know that 2, zeal - 
r religion prompted us to take up arms. 
he ſeverity of the court, cardinal Rich- 
u's cnn the violation of all our 
Wr * right which had pecn, 
ranted us, by the moſt ſolemn Promiſes,, 
r miſeries and the injuſtice of our t 
nts, which. increas d daily, had brouy 4 
to the brink of deſpair. We reſoly'd. 
d exert our ſelves to 1 utmoſt for the 
ke of our religion and liberties; but 
and endeavours were more 
ſt than ſucceſsful, and ended with the 
ntire loſs. of all the advantages, for the. | 
reſervation. whereof . we had taken up 5 
arms. | 
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arms. After having ſtood out a lo 
fiege, which will be for ever memorable 
becauſe of the terrible circumſtances vii 
which it was attended, famine forced 
to yield. Our conquerors triumph'd wit 
ſo much barbarity over us, that we cov 
not bear the pride with which they inſu] 
ed our miſeries; upon which, about four 
ſcore of the moſt rich and diſtinguil'M 
Citizens met together: we then held 
council about our misfortunes, and 'cor 


© cluding that it would be impoſſible foru cx 
to be more wretched, we detetmin'd hb 
abandon' our unhappy cbuntry, and cho 
ſeek out ſome place where we might Hops 
leaſt be allow'd to live, and ſerve God lo 
our own way. We firſt thought of n 
tiring into England, for moſt of us haf che 
ſome acquaintance there, not to mentionWpat ! 
that ſeveral of us could ſpeak Engle, al 
Rochellers obliging ink of their chil cw 
_ dren to learn it for the convenience ere 


traffick. Immediately we pack'd up out 
moſt valuable things, and having agreed 
upon a place in London where we ſhould 
all meet, we divided our ſelves into ſeve- 
ral little companies, in order to lea 
France, as opportunity might | offer. 
Heaven was ſo propitious to our defigns, 
that we all met in London in leſs than fix 

EL: weeks 
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ond ; ks after. Immediately the principal 
be ſons among us preſented a petition to 
vii king, by which we humbly begg'd to 
d.ul dug the liberty ofour own worſhip, 
vii of being allow'd a church. Their 
ion did not meet with the ſucceſs 
y expected, for England was almoſt as 
ch troubled upon | 
pn as France. There were two parties 
o tore one another to pieces by the odi- 
s diſtin&tion of presbyterians and thoſe  . 
epiſcopal government ; or rather, the 
hbiſhop of Canterbury, Jealous of his 
thority, and that of the reſt of the bi- 
ps, perſecuted all thoſe unmercifully 
o adhered to the principles of reforma- 
dn eſtabliſhed in France. He had got 
ch an aſcendant over king Charles's mind- 
at this prince entruſted the government 
all ſpiritual matters to him; and he 
ew daily more bitter againſt ſuch as 
rc enemies to the hierarchy, We were 
1d, that a great number of preſbyteri- 
s, vearied out with perſecution, had 
Pandon'd their country in the ſame man- 
er as we had done; and that ſome were 
one to Holland, but the greateſt part to 


ach as he did them, the king, at his 
equeſt, rejected our petition, and urged 
e 


e account of reli- 


{merica. The archbiſhop hating us as 


17 
18 


us to join in worſhip with the churd 
of England, but not one among us wil 
diſpoſed to acquieſce in this. We hy 
been ſo ſhort a time in London, that then 
was nothing cou'd induce us to ſtay ini 
whereupon we agreed in concert to ye 
ture once more upon the, ſeas, and to ſec 
for an aſylum in ſome, other country 
Some Engliſh preſÞyterians hearing of out 
deſign, offer'd to carry off all their ef 
fects, and to ſeek their fortunes with; us; 
accordingly we bought a ſhip between 
us, and being unanimouſly reſolv'd to ſal 
for America, we freighted with whateve 
we thought might be neceſſary for the 
colony we intended to found. . 

WI were not above two hundred in all, 
children and ſervants included. Our vo). 
age was very happy for the firſt ſix weeks; 
I may even ſay that it was. ſo; entirely, 


 fince the unhappy accident that befel 
brought us to the felicity we now. enjoy. 
The wind, which had been favourable for 
aboye a month, chopp*dabout on a ſudden, 
and blew ſo ſtrong that the failors told us 
we were to expect a ſtorm. Figure then to 
your ſelf the diſtraction with which the 

women and children were ſeiz d, of whom 
half our crew was compoſed. We ex- 


pected to be certainly buried in the waves; 
55 e 
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4 indeed, our ſhip was toſs'd about in 
W dreadful a manner for ſome days, that 
could not but give our ſelves over for 
ſt, but a 3 wind threw us on the 
ti aſt of this iſland, where our veſſel run 
pon the rocks. But by a miracle of pro- 
dence, the tide, which was going down 
that inſtant, left us in ſuch a manner 
pon the ſtrand, that inſtead of being 
Wrown'd by the water, which ruſh'd in- 
> the ſhip, we ſaw it run out of it 
f thro* the leaks which the points of 
e rocks had made in it z by which 
eans we eaſily got out of her, and 
ame up in the ſand. And now all hands 
ere employ*d in unloading the moſt 
aluable part of our cargo; but we need 
ot have put ourſelves to this uſeleſs trou- 
le, had we conſider'd that the veſſel vas 
Irove ſo far up the ſtrand that it was 
impoſſible for the ſtrongeſt waves to car- 
y her -back again, and' that the cargo 
ould have fix'd her down more firmly. 
Ze this as it will, the return of the tide 
lid not do us the leaſt prejudice ; fo 
hat we ſaved not only our cargo, but 
he 5 it ſelf, and all the pieces of the 
wreck. 1 1 755 
Twas nevertheleſs. a melancholy ſight 
0 ſee all our trunks and other things ly- 
Vol... - 7 - ing 
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een heaven pointed out to one of our 
ing iſemen the narrow paſſage. you juſt 
o ow came through. He firſt went up 
one, as far as the opening to the plain, 
hen returning back immediately, he 
old us, in the utmoſt tranſports of joy, 
e happy diſcovery he had made. We 
zok'd upon him as our preſerver; and 
is ſervice afterwards entitled him to be 
ne of the firſt rank in our colony. We 
ame into the plain, as into a kind of 
2 land; and the firſt thing our 
xople did was to trace the extent of it. 
at their coming back they told us with 
ſtoniſnment, that we were hemm'd in all 


it ound; and that after having examin'd it 
With the ſtricteſt care they had not been 
pe. ble to find one out-let in the vaſt chain 
avi rocks which ſurround it. Moſt of 


ehe women began to lament at our being 
ks; «cluded from all correſpondence with the 
ble cit of the world; but when our huſbands 
wel ur'd us, that it ſeem'd to be a very 
ene foil, and that they had found a thou- 
ing and kinds of fruits, which the earth 
ks, ielded ſpontaneouſly, we changed our 
the opinion, and began to think that heaven 
nd Miclelf muſt have conducted our ſteps to a 
in. place ſo proper for us to ſettle in; and 
er, our happy condition = ſince confirm'd 

| 4 2 us 


tumn. 
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us in the good opinion we then entertain 
You _—_ judge how dear our ſolitudi 
is to us, by the labour we have employ 

to-embelliſh it; nature aſſiſts us in i 
and. indeed there is no part of the worl 
where ſhe is more indulgent. During d 
many years we have been ſettled here, 
have enjoy'd the bleſſing of a perpetu 
ſpring, which at the ſame time is alway 
improv'd with the abundance of a 


ISBHAIL not now, ſays Mrs. Eliot, tak 
notice of the order we eſtabliſh'd, afte 
we had taken ſſeſſion of this hape 
place; but will leave you the pleaſun 
of ſeeing it your ſelf. All that now 
mains for me to tell you, is the motin 
of my going to England, and that which 
prompted me afterwards to offer you 

ſervice when we were on board together 
this is an article I cannot poſſibly omit! 
This country, ſays ſhe, notwithſtandi g 
it is indulged with fo many bleſſings both 
by heaven and nature, has neverthelc 
ſome noxious quality either in the air d 
the ſoil, which prevents our colony from 
increaſing. I cannot ſay that our wome 
are barren; fo far from it that moſt 0 
them are very prolific, but then "they 
bring nothing but girls into the —_ 

Wi 
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n ichin theſe twenty years laſt paſt there 
itudl ve been born four females to one male 
oy Wild. Tis true indeed, that the females 
n c 2miable creatures, and one wou'd ima- 
ine that nature, in creating them, had 
ploy'd all her graces and charms. But 
ou will naturally ſuppoſe, that as moſt 
them cannot meet with huſbands, they 
pnſequently muſt lead very melancholy 
ves, to our no ſma]l regret. The poor 
irls do nothing but gh continually ; ſo 
hat *tis but too plain ſomething is want- 
to make them happy. We might 
* get them huſbands from St. Helena, 
ut this we don't think proper, for two 
eaſons; the firſt is, from our diſinelina- 
ion to introduce men among us of a dif- 
rent perſuaſion from our ſelves; the ſe- 
ond is, the deſire we have to conceal 
bur ſelves ſo long as we can from the reſt 
f the world. We are vaſtly well pleas'd 
with our ſolitude, and our being ſequeſtred 
rom mankind. We therefore thoughts 
after mature deliberation, that the beſ 
ay to prevent the ruin of our colony, 
ould be to get young huſbands from 
rance and England for our daughters; 
and I was commiſſioned to do this, our 
people making me the compliment to ſay 

that I have the moſt inſinuating ea 
| "Iv" 
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I fer ont from our iſland about fifter 
months ago, with one of our 'men whi 
was nominated to go along with me. 
went firſt to France, where I viſited al 
thoſe cities in which our religion flot 
riſhes; but tho? I was very aſſiduous, 
met with few young people willing to g 
with me, upon my bare promiſes n 
ſhort, I found but two for my purpoſe 
in France, and three in England. I migh 
indeed very poſſibly have brought a great 
er number, had I been willing to recein 
them without diſtinction; but I want 
ed a ſet of prudent, religious, virtuous 
good-temper*d young men; and God 
knows we meet with few ſuch in Zurope! 
I ſaw = in the ſhip, your countenance 
pleas'd me, and you no ſooner diſcover 
your ill fortune and your inclinations t 
me, but I thought you a fit perſon'fot 
my deſign. You may have taken notice 


of the reſt who were on board with me, N 
tho* you did not know the motive of cu ol 
voyage. They came aſhore about three E 
days ſince, along with me, are here ex- U. 
pecting you, and are equally impatien i © 
with the reſt of the colony to ſee you. hy 


Ms. Eliot, having now ended he! 


diſcourſe, aſk*'d me whether I did not ap- n 
prove of the fortune ſhe had allotted me - 
CL i | e vu 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 79 
nd whether I was not oblig'd to her for 
ſcuing me from ſlavery, in order to 


fin 
| Wh( 
be, 1 
2d all 
flor 
us, | 
0 on 


ind incorporate me in a {ſociety of peo- 
ble ſo amiable and virtuous. I was ſo o- 
erjoy'd at what ſhe told me, that I could 


aſked her a thouſand queſtions, all which 
ſhe anſwer'd in the moſt ingenuous man- 
ner. There was only one thing ſhe re- 
fus'd to ſatisfy me in, and that was my 
ſurprize to think how it were poſſible for 
| their colony to be conceal'd from all the 
world, when St. Helena lay ſo near that 
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I alſo aſked her how ſhe could find the 
way either to or from St. Helena. This, 
ſays ſhe, is a ſecret you muſt not enquire 
into, till ſuch time as we ſhall think pro- 
per to diſcover it; but a circumſtance 
which ought to make you leſs anxious 
upon that account is, that a few of the 
oldeſt people only are acquainted with it. 
Hearing her ſay this, I thought *twould 
not be prudent to aſk any more queſ- 
tions, and was perſuaded that the ſole 


this particular was, in order that I m_ 
not be able to leave the iſland in caſe I 
ſhould grow weary. of it. We walk'd 

E 4 forward, 


ot me into the arms of a pretty woman, 


ſcarce believe it to be true; and therefore 


one could get to it in five or ſix hours. 


reaſon why ſhe refus'd to gratify me in 


f 
= 
| 
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order to prevent any jealouſy from ari- 


perfect equality, by which means we have 
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forward, and when the four men who ha 
ſtaid behind to take care of the boat v 
come up to us again, we made gream 
haſte, and about an hour after got ini 
Mrs. Eliot's houſe. | 

*Twas very neat and commodioug 
and tho? 'twas furniſhed in the plainei 
manner, yet every thing ſeem'd to {peakifi 
abundance. You may, ſays ſhe, fom 
an idea of the reſt of the houſes from 
mine, for they are exactly like it. The 
reaſon of their being built alike was, inf 


ſing among us. We all live here in 4 


left no room for ambition. Precedency 
is here regulated by ſeniority, : and fes 
are jealous of it when old age only'enti- 
tles them to it. She afterwards called her 
ſervants to change my cloaths: She had 
brought a ſuit for me in the boat, which 
I put on at my coming aſhore ; but ſhe 


would have me cloath'd in a better dreſs, . 
in order to appear in public, eſpecially ¶ ea 
as I was to be ſeen by ſo many young ll (+ 
women, one of whom I was to make tr 


choice of for a wife. God forbid, ſays c 
ſhe, that I ſhould ever infpire you with tl 
a love for that empty ornament, fine It 
cloaths; but on this occaſion tis lawful 
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adorn, in a modeſt manner, the ad- 
ng you may have received from 
ure; 'tis even a mark of reſpect which 
cc owe to virtuous perſons when we are 
— appear before them. Saying this, ſhe 
Wbiiged me to put on a plain ſuit of 
ogg [oaths, that had been made for me, and 
nei, nich fitted me very well. Obſerving 
55 his dreſs, and that of the ſervants walk - 
ng with us, I could not forbear asking 
hat ſhe meant by the equality ſhe told 
me was obſerved in the colony. I ſup- 
poſe, ſaid I, you don't look upon your 
taylors and ſervants as your equals. No, 
ſays ſhe, we have not chang'd the order 
of ranks and conditions, and ſuch as were 
ſervants at our leaving Europe, are ſtill 
upon the ſame foot, and their children 
alſo; but then they nevertheleſs are upon 
a kind of level with us, which I will now 
explain to you: Firſt, they ſhare equally 
with us im all our poſſeſſions, which are 
in common, as you'll know better after- 
wards, Notwithſtanding that my ſervants 
eat at a table by themſelves, they feed 
the very ſame diet, and they are allowed 
the greateſt plenty of all neceſſaries. Se- 
condly, any maſter or miſtreſs who treat 
their ſervants ill, are puniſh'd ſeverely for 
it. Have not they as much right to rd» 

„ | fuſe 
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n 
fuſe being puniſh'd by us, as we to uſe 
them unkindly? With regard to their 
rank, *tis immediately after that of our 
children, and they obſerve the ſame or: 
der among themſelves as we do. Thu 
as one cannot ſay there is any inequality 
between a father and a ſon, there is very 
little more between us and our ſervant, 
Every family is conſider'd as an entire 
body of which the father is the chief, the 
children are the next, and after them the 
_ ſervants. They are as nearly related to 
us as the hands are to the body, and we 
conſider our ſelves ſuperior to them no o- 
therwiſe than as the head is with regard 
to the reft of the body, © *' 7 
_ I aypRov'D very much theſe prudent 
regulations, ſo conformable to the dic- 
tates of religion and humanity. Whilſt 
I was diſcourſing with Mrs. Eliot, the 


four men who had left us at our coming m 
into the houſe, ſpread the news of my Wh w 
arrival, a little after which a great'num- 

ber of perſons of both ſexes came and ar 
congratulated me on my arrival in the WW w 
civiteſt manner. Moſt of them were ad- ¶ it 
vanced in years, but a fluſh of health n. 
which appear'd in their countenances, n. 
and the freſhneſs of their complexions, l 


denoted at one and the ſame time the ex- 
_ 1 cellency 
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ellency of their climate, and the ſobrie- 
y of their lives. I diſcover'd ſome re- 
gret at their not having given me an op- 
ortunity of viſiting them firſt, when 
one of the old men anſwer'd, We have 
Wbaniſh'd all modiſh reſtraints and idle 
compliments; we are better pleas d that 
we came to ſee you firſt, as we think ! tis 
giving you a pledge of our friendſhip, than 
you would have been to prevent us in it, 
becauſe you would thereby have given us 
a mark of honour and reſpe&t: The ad- 
vantage is conſequently on our ſide, and 
therefore you ought not to regret it: 
Ought not all men to conduct them- 
ſelves in this manner with regard to their 
fellow - creatures? You'll find by that time 
= know us better, that we put a much 
igher value on mutual charity and real 
affection, than on all the outward gri- 
maces which men have complimented 
with the name of civility. ._ 

I MusT confeſs, that in hearing them 
argue after . this manner, methought I 
was ſo far from being got among prote- 
ſtants, that they ſeemed rather a commu- 
nity of quakers, who condemn the ordi- 
nary cuſtoms of mankind, and whoſe way 
of life is entirely different from that of 
the reſt of the world : However, the more 
E 6 I talk'd 
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I talk'd with them the more their conver g 


fation 'pleas*'d me, and I even perceiy'd, 
that as they abhorr'd the 8 . 
ances of politeneſs, ſo they had the eſſenc 
of it, I mean the utmoſt cordiality and 
complacency. They acquainted me with 
the laws to which they were all ſubjecd, 
their cuſtoms and — bog and pro- 
miſed to do all that lay in their power ta 
make my days happy among them. In 
this manner I was viſited the firſt day of 
my arriyal by a great part of the colony, 
Their number, which was at firſt about 
two hundred, as was before obſerved, 
was now almoſt doubled, and would have 
been much greater, could they have 
husbands for all their daughters, and this 
was their greateſt pain. I obſery'd that 
they were not fatisfied with Mrs. Eliot's 
bora! they could not have imagin'd 
but ſhe would have brought them more 
than ſix. men, when they were neat an 
hundred women among them who want- 
ed huſbands, and thereupon told me that 
they muſt be oblig'd to take ſome new 
reſolution on that head. ee 
AFTER having ſpent the day in the 
congratulations they made me upon my 
arrival, and other teſtimonies of their 
friendſhip, I told Mrs. Eliot in the even- 
| | ing 
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chat I ſhould be very glad to have 
explain herſelf, about the wife ſhe in- 
aed to provide for me: I hear, faid I, 
u have near an hundred marriageable 
Women, now how can you pretend to pro- 
de for them all, ſince you have brought 
t ſix of the other ſex? She anſwer' d, 
at it had been reſolv'd the young wo- 
en ſhould caſt lots, in order that no 
ne might have room to complain of her 
Ing Pane we being determin'd 
yer to do any thing that may give 
dom to pre-eminences or diſtinctions. I 
as very much fhock'd at this anſwer, 
ing very unwilling to take up with any 
ife that chance ſhould allot me: My 
eart requir*d that I ſhould be permitted 
> chuſe, and I began to fear that I ſhould 
ot meet with the happineſs they had flat- 
er'd me with, in caſe I thould be forc*'d 
o live with a woman I could not love. 
y fear was ſo much the more juſt, as 
had been told that their women were the 
oft charming creatures in the world: 
Tis ſcarce poſſible they ſhould all be fo, 
and what a chance ſhall I ſtand, in caſe 
fate ſhould allot mea diſagreable woman? 
ow afflicting muſt it be to me to be 
hus unhappily wedded, when I ſhould 
have continually. before. my eyes ſo many 
„ beautiful 
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fore our faces. My dear friends, if. I 
ay adviſe, you'll never ſuffer this the 
erſon who. ſpoke with ſo much vivacity 
as 2 Frenchman. ' I anſwer'd that I ap- 
rov'd his reſentments, but that I did not 
e any poſſibility of prevailing with the 
d men to think as we did. Pm ſure, 
ays he, I'Il defy them ever to prevail 
th me to conſider this in the ſame 
ight as they do, nor ſhall they ever force 
ne to marry a woman for whom I have 
0 inclination; ſaying which, he urg'd 
is to join with him in repreſenting : to 
he old men the injuſtice of their conduct 
n this article. I refus'd abſolutely. ta 
ubſcribe to their reſolution, not tat I 
ad leſs averſion than they to marry after 
his manner, but was unwilling to inter- 
upt the tranquillity which reign'd in this 
place; I therefore advis'd him not to diſ- 
over his reſentments till ſuch time as 
e knew whether fortune would declare 
againſt us. He and his companions told 
me they had been aſſur'd a little be- 
fore, that the lots were to be caſt that af- 
ternoon, at the deſire of ſeveral young 
women, who were extremely impatient to 
know their fate: They had been confin'd 
to their houſes ever ſince our arrival, and 
this precaution of keeping them * 

| | 8 
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the ſight of us, increas'd their curioſity, 
Mrs. Eliot came and told me that I w 
to be married that evening. I now as 
her whether ſhe had any daughters: Shy 
anſwer d that ſhe had two, and wiſh 
heartily _ _ of Ng ** be fe 
happy as to to my lot. I ſpent pat 
oo morning m icing fome of d 
old people of the colony, who ſhew' 
me every thing that was remarkable i 
the plain, and carried me to the large 
edifice before-mention*d. I at firſt took 
it for a church, but they inform'd me 
*twas a common ftorehouſe, where all the 
riches of the iſſand were depoſited, and 
explained the whole to me in the mannet 
following. e 22 bl 
W᷑ on all occaſions confider ourſelves, 
fays one of them to me, as one poop 
or a fingle family; we all lead a; calm 
and unruffled life, as ſo many children in 
their father's houſe. Every year we chuſe 
four governors by lot, whoſe office 1s to 
ſuperintend continually the public utility. 
Their private duty is to oblige our ſervants 
to cultivate our lands, to carry the pro- 
duct of our harveſts into the Rorchouſ 
and after to diſtribute it among us, which 
is done in an equal proportion, accord- 
ing to the number of perſons who 2 
. 5 ca 
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ach houſe : A ſervant. has as great a por- 
jon as his maſter. | We did not at firſt 
njoy the abundance we now do. When 
e came from Earope we had a great 
cal of ready money, and a conſiderable 
uantity of proviſions and tools; but our 
noney was of no ſervice here; our 

iſions might ſubſiſt us for a certain 
ime, but we were in want of corn to 
ow our lands, and horſes to plough with, 
nd it was proper for us to make provi- 


. on for time to come. Our ſhip was 
cel ah d to pieces againſt the rocks, and 
ale had only our long: boat; how then 

ould we venture ourſelves on unknown 


ſeas, in which were innumerable rocks? 
zut whither could we fly? which way 
pon what hopes? However, there was 
n Engliſhman among us who offer'd to 
azard his life for the public good: 
Twas he who ſo happily diſcover'd the 
left of the rock, of which I know Mrs. 
liot has: given you an account. The 
brave Engliſhman above mention'd would 
ot ſuffer any one to accompany him in 
is enterprize, when he put a good quan- 

' Weity of proviſions in the long- boa, and ſet 
ut with only a little ſail and a couple of 
ic ars. The whole colony pray'd during 
-þ Nis abſence that he might meet with ſuc- 


ceſs, 
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ceſs, eſpecially as our preſervation had { 
great a dependance upon it. Two days: 
ter his departure ſome of our young peop} 
who were walking upon the ſhore, f 
him advancing towards it, and immed 
ately came and told us the joyful ne 
when we all ran to the coaſt. *Twas h 
himſelf, who brought back his boat loa 
ed with corn, and ſeeds of ſeveral kind 
which we wanted. Every one was 

urgent to know the circumſtances of h 
voyage, but being as prudent as cc 

geous, he refus'd to explain himſelf 1 
public. The moſt conſiderable - perſor 
of our colony, among whom I was ne 


minated, met together, in order to hei eo. 
his relation, when he told us ſuch pur. 
ticulars as raiſed our admiration-. Mei 
thought proper, purſuant to his advio ron 
to conceal part of it, for the ſake of ig 


colony; but at the ſame time we divulg! 
ſuch particulars as were neceſſary to it 
diſcover'd for the conſolation of ot 
people in general. 'Twas publickly toll 
that he had been at St. Helena, that v 
lay at a little diſtance from it, and wen 
ſure of getting from thence whatever vt 
might want in time to come. The nam 
of our generous companion was Dringiu 
He died a few years ago; but 7 
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ied he did the colony a thouſand other 
portant ſervices, which claim the gra- 
tude of our lateſt poſterity. 
Our plain made quite another figure 
ome time after his return: Every one fell 
o cultivating the ground with all imagm- 
ble diligence, fo that in about ſix months 
e had built our houſe and till'd our 
ands. We, under heaven, gave our 
lain the ſmiling aſpect it now wears; 
nd looking upon ourſelves as the foun- 
lers of a new ſtate, we were not more ex- 
ited by the conſideration that we were 
abouring for ourſelves, than by the de- 
ire of giving our poſterity an advanta- 
geous idea of our care and induſtry, 
r. Drington was employ'd in going fre- 
quently to St. Helena, and in bringing 
rom thence whatever neceſſaries we 
ght want. We appointed three of our 
companions to aſſiſt him in his voyages, 
ho bound themſelves by an oath not to 
iſcover any of thoſe particulars we had 
thought proper to conceal from the co- 
lony, which method has always been ob- 
ſerved ſince Mr. Drington's deceale: 
There are but four men among us, who 
are all ſworn, that are impower'd to go 
to ſea, and when any one of theſe die, 
another is elected. Thoſe have the ſole 
command 


pd 
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command over the boats, which th 
keep chain'd up in a grotto you ma 
have obſerv'd at your arrival. They 
dom go for St. Helena now, we bein 
in no want of any aſſiſtance; for « 
lands yield more than we have occaſic 
for. Our flocks are ſo much increas' 
that they are ſometimes a burden to u 
We might indeed ſell part of 'them y 
the inhabitants of St. Helena, but whut 
ſhould we do with the money? Tha 
which we brought from Europe is hen 
3 among our uſeleſs treaſure; we 
ve lodged it by conſent in our ſtore 
Houſe, and look upon it as an infignif 
cant dead part of our poſſeſſions, of which 
we cannot make any uſe, - Thus, of the 
three principal paſſions which infeſt da 
heart of man, we have found out the a 
of ſuppreſſing two of them : The equa 
lity which is eſtabliſh'd among us ſecures 
us from ambition, and the uſclefinels of 
riches has cur'd us of avarice. Love 8 
the only paſſion for which we cannot 
find a remedy. Our young girls pine «Iv: 
way, and it 1s a moſt melancholy circum- 
ſtance that we can neither root out this Ne 
paſſion from their hearts, nor eaſe them 
of their pain. I myſelf, added the good 
old man, know but too well how _- 
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divert the curioſity of the Portuputy 
and ſome Engliſh who are ſettled: in ii 
Helena, they never ſail from their hal 
bour till duſk, thereby to prevent then 
from making any diſcoveries. They: 
perſuaded, = the old man, that 
don't live far from them; but tho” th 
make the ſtricteſt ſearch, they will, I 
lieve, ſcarce ever be able to find us ou 
and nothing but chance, or the indiſcni 
tion of our four mariners, can ever iu 
form them of it. My ſecond queſtia 
was the ſame I had before made to Mn 
Eliot. What benefit, ſaid I, d'ye think 
your daughters can reap: from mine a 
my companions arrival? There cannot by 
above ſix of them obliged, and the rel 
will be but the more afflicted to find them 
ſelves rejected by the caprice of fortune 
He agreed that I was in the right, and 
made heavy complaints againſt Mrs. E. 
liot for ſucceeding ſo ill in her commiſſion 
However, ſays he, we have this day ti. 
ken a reſolution in the aſſembly which 
will give them ſome conſolation; which 
is, to ſend again to Europe, and, if po: 
fible, ' prevail on a ſufficient number of 
2 men to tranſport themſelves to out 
land. In caſe this: ſcheme ſhou'd not 
ſucceed, we'll permit our daughters 0 
3 F | £0 
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a (beſtowing on each of them à hand- 
me fortune) to any part of the world 
ey chemſelves ſhall like beſt. 
Tux old man was not _ _—— in 
quainting me with this laſt circum- 
ance, and indeed he did not ſee into the 
dnſequences of it. The reflections which 
en ſuggeſted themſelves, made me think 
e deſign they had of beſtowing wives 
us by lot, more unjuſt than ever. I 
pu'd not forbear diſcovering this to my 
e companions 3 and I had no occaſion 
add any thing farther to make them 
nſible how afflicting it muſt be for us 
d ſee all the pretty women leave the 
land, whilſt we, perhaps, ſhould be 
ound for life to the moſt diſagreeable of 
em. Mr. Gelin, a young Frenchman 
f wit and merit, but whoſe vivacity - 
xem'd to have the aſcendant over his pru- 
ence on this occaſion, mov d, that we 
ould immediately complain to the prin- 
ipal old men, and declare that we would 
ever ſubmit to a law To unjuſt with re- 
ard to ourſelves. - He won over our com- 
anions to his opinion; ſo that as no one 
ppos'd this reſolution hut my ſelf, I was 
blig*d to uſe a thouſand arguments, be- 
ore I cou'd make them agree with me 
hat we need not yet carry matters ſo 1 
2 | 8 


and that in honour, as well as for the fi 
of peace, we ſhould ſuſpend: our On 
plaints till ſuch time as they ſhould a 
tempt to force us. Tis not, ſaid I, ü 
ſame as if we had already contracted 
intimacy with ſome amiable objects, whit 
they would. oblige us to break; for 
are not yet acquainted with any of d 
oung women we are to fee by and: by 
e have not yet conce ivd a particular pal 
ſion for any, and all we deſire in general 
to be married to a pretty woman; poſſib 
chance may favour us; in which caſe1 
ſhould not only have the pleaſure of ſe 
ing our deſires gratify d, but the fats 
faction of having given the whole colon 
a proof of our wiſdom. But if on tl 
contrary, fortune ſhou'd not be propl 
tious to us, we ſhall then have the greatt 
liberty of complaining, and our remo 
ſtrances muſt have the greater weight wan 
them, after ſo ample a teſtimony; of out 
modeſty and ſubmiſſion, We may fin 
requeſt our marriage may be delay'd « 
pretence that we deſire to be a little a6 
quainted with our deſtin'd brides ; ti 
| favour can never be refuſed us; and wel 
thence take advantage of breaking off 
a civil way, if poſſible, from the inve 
luntary engagements which — J 
OW © _* oblig 
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blige us to ſubmit to. Theſe arguments 

ſo much ine on Mr. Gelin 
to make him change his reſolution. 
t our ſeparating we embraced one an- 
her like brethren, and promis'd to af- 
rd reciprocally all thoſe aſſiſtances which 
ight forward the ſucceſs of our mutual 


F Er: | . 3 Fa 3 e ee 
"" ur time appointed for the ceremony 
5 ing come, one of the old men came 


r me to Mrs. Eliot's, where I continued 


no rende. He told me that the election 
e :s to be in the church, and that all the 
_Moung women were aſſembled in it. I 


ot there almoſt at the ſame time with 
y companions, to whom ſeveral old 
en had been ſent. Curioſity had brought 
gether all the inhabitants of the iſland, 
order to be 5 upon ſo extraor- 
inary an occaſion. We made our way 
Y thro? the crowd; but care had been 
knen to leave an area clear, in which all 
e maidens were ranged in a circle. A 
ble ſtood in the middle, at which the 
iniſter was ſeated, and the four govern- 
urs of the ſtore-houfe on each ſide of 
im, when we were order'd to go up to 
dem. All the ſpeators kept a profound | 
lence, and ſeem'd to wait 775 the ut- 
oſt impatience for the opening of this 
Var = _ _ 
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ſingular ceremony, which begun by 
Jhort prayer, in hich ey Ks 
heaven to bleſs us. Afterwards the m 
niſter, addreſſing Himfelf to us with 
loud voice, madea'very eloquent diſcouf 
on the ſubject of our meeting. He u 
us in few words the hiſtory of the colo 
and the particular marks of protecti 
which heaven had indulged it durig 
twenty years. He gave us a ſhort exp 
ſition of the laws of the country, and tit 
ſeveral engagements by which we wet 
going 'to bind - ourſelves, at the arm 
time that we were incorporating ourſeln 
with the inhabitants of the ifland. Th 
laws feem'd to be drawn up with gitl 
ſimplicity, and not difficult to be obey? 
They conſiſted of a ſmall number of de 

and immediate confequences, and gener, 
pPrecepts of juſtice and charity. He col 
-gratulated us on our having been chal 
by providence to ſhare the bleſſings d 
that happy ifland'; and exhorted us t 
make our ſelves worthy of the ſociet 
whereof we are now becoming membe 
Notwithſtanding that all the young We 
men, from among whom they were g 
ing to chuſe us wives, had beet educats 
in the principles of virtue and integrii 
he ſaid he did not doubt but Wo 
8 | * Ol 
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.hoſe hand: directs· chance, would; allot 
> each of us chat waman, whole temper 
nd qualities-ſhould beſt {ujr,our, inclina- 
ions. Tis for this reaſon, fays he, as 
uch as to avoid the-zealouſy which pre- 
erence creates, that we are determin d to 
give you wives by lot ʒ being 2 
led, that. whatever men call by t name 
3s in reality a. ſecret diſpoſition of heaven, 
vhich always turns events to the advan- 
tage of 1 — erence his e 
Ar the ſame time that my cars liſtned 
to this diſcourſe, my eyes were emp 
on; a very different ſubject. N, not 
natural I ſhould come ingo mpany of 
young virgins, who indeed were all.charm- 
ing creatures, ithout at leaſt. tak ing no- 
tice of thein airand:;countenance;* my EYES 
wandred from one to another „nd ny 
admiration was ſo much divided that 
had I been left to my choice, t / wou d 
have been very difficult for me to deter- 
mine; and therefore was not ſorry that 
chance was to decide it, „in hat man- 
ner ſoever, ſaid I, it: hall; happen, tis 
impoſſible, but I muſt be ſatisfied wich it. 
ſhould be in too greet a dilemma, were 
left w chuſe / in ſuehra eromd ef bean- 
ties, and ama very glad that trouble is 


1 mind 
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mind for a few moments. Mere adi 
tion is a calm and diſintereſted foes 
Jas not as yet ſenſible to any other, 
a glance "tt gave m6 a ſtronger ider 
it. As my eyes were running a ſeco 
imme over this circle of beauties, I d 
ſerv'd one whoſe glances were diele 
me, but the moment mine met hers, ſ 
fix d them on the ground. This wa 
random look, and I did not immediate 
perceive there was any thing more par 
cular in my curioſity, than in that whid 
had pronypted me to contemplate the reſt 
nevertheleſs, my glances ſeetn'd to be firl 
n one Object; 'T ran over, with «kind 
- of +greedineſs, all the features of 'a-fag 
which ſeem'd to have eſcap'd me the fil 
time. The'ſhape, the air, the leaſt me 
tion of this lovely perſon ſeem'd to con 
nmnd my whole uttention. Vet woul 
mne every now and then lift up her eyes u 
"Took upon me, when perceiving that | 
ſtill kept mine fixed upon her, the u 
length bluſhed, and caſt her eyes doun. 
wards; at the ſame time [ felt a glow di. 
fuſe itſelf over my cheeks ; and this chang: 
> having recall'd me from my abſenct © 
, thought,. ſuch emotions were raiſed witl- 
inline, that I don't remember [my breaſ 
ever r fel fuch umme before. I recover 
5 1 
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y ſelf, and ſeem'd to liſten to the mi- 
iter's diſcourſe, but was inceſſantly di- 


albd me back to the ny object. I 
id not any longer find thoſe. charms in 
> reſt of the maidens which I had ad- 


o me affected; I read in their eyes the 
trong deſires they had to be married, 
Ind the dread they were under leſt for- 


he who had made this conqueſt over my 
cart breathed nothing but innocence and 
modeſty, T\muſt confeſs, I then began 
0 think. of the advice I had given; Mr 
lin, and willed to have a nunute's dif- 
curſe with bim, in order. to, make; him 
hange his former reſolutions, Cupid 
caus'd me inſtantaneouſly to feel, that he 
had made my happineſs pe on. the 
beautiful object he then preſented to me: 
and that I was not to expect it either from 
chance or my own choice. 
Wurst I was revolving theſe diffe, 
rent thoughts, the miniſter, having end- 
ed his diſcourſe, declared the order which 
was to be obſerv'd in the election. Of 
two methods which might be uſed, ſays 
he to the aſſembly, the one of makin 
all the young women draw together; 
| LE 25 
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rted from it by a ſecret impulſe, which 


ir'd in them before; their air appear'd 


ne ſhould prove their enemy; whereas 


anſwerable to the number of young peo 
ple; the laſt appears to me the moſt m 
_ tural;- and wiſh; I believe, be. beſbaps 
prov'd. Every band ſhall confiſt of nin 
maiĩdens; chance ſhall decide which band 
every young man ſhall: belong to; and 
they ſhall' afterwards draw, in order t 
ſee Who that happy perfon' ſhall be whoy 
heaven-ſhall pleaſe to favour with that dis 
ſtinction. This method? was * 
pplauded. The girls were very w 
pleas'd with ĩt; and indeed, there ſeem'd 
to be a nearer proportion between fixreen 
to one, than between fburſcore and! fix 
teen and fix; and this reduction ſoem d 
to bring tbeit hopes to pear the ſame level 
They were preſentiy divided into barids; 
our ſix names were writ on ſo many piecevof 
paper, ant a girl was called from taeſi band 
to draw them out of a baſket in-whieht the 
miniſter had put them. Then a eonfuſec 
ſound was heard in the whale' aflembly; 
which denoted the impatience they had 


to ſes how chance wou'd'-determine:- Nr 
for my ſelf, who was excited by emotions . 

_ different from curioſity, I trembled as [ [ 
ſaw the girls put their hands into the baſ- WW | 

| 


= My fate was going to be decided at 
once 3 for im caſe chance ſhou'd remove 
Vid 5 me 


Mr. CLEWELAND. 103 
e from the band in which my lovely 
harmer was, all hopes wou'd inſtantly, 
aniſh. My paſſion was already grown 
o that height, that the fear, of my not 
ucceeding rais'd a. thouſand tortures in 
y boſom. At laſt the lots were drawn, 
ind I had the unhappineſs to ſee my ſelf 
liſpoſed' of in che manner, I had dreaded. 
[ offer'd up my complaints ihwardly. to 
heaven; but what words can Expreſs their 
bitterneſs | ſcarce could. I, effain from 
burſting into tears. I ſuffer'd my ſelf. to 
he led, without once opening my lips, to 
the band 10 which, I now pelong d; my 
es only expreſs d my grief to the ami- 
le creature I was forced to abandon; 
and I perceiy'd by her, looks that ſhe had 
taken notice of my grief, and gueſs'd the 
cauſe of it, I was perpetually turning back, 
and gazing upon her as 1 was going a- 
way; and to heighten, my anguifh, I 
imagined her langutſhing air told me, that 


, 0 * 


as I could. be. 


the reſt of the ceremony; but obſerving 
that fortune had thrown Gelin into the 
next band to mine, I went up to him to 
put him- in- mind, of the promiſe he had 
made. Don't imagine, ſays he with ſome 


ſhe was as much afflicted at our ſeparation 


I was now. incapable of attending to 


1 
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fire, that I ſhall forget them; I am eya 
forry that I follow'd your advice, as HC 
1 may make me unhappy all ny 
ife-time: We are treated like ſo man 
flaves; but don't fail, ſays he, of ſup. 
porting what I have promis'd to under. 
rake for our common intereſt. The place 
we were in did not give us an oppor; 
unity of explaining our ſelves farther: | 
return'd to the band T belong'd to; and 
the election being over in a moment, 
ſuch as chance had favour'd were taken 
from the reſt. Joy ſparkled in their eyes; 
and tho? the others did their utmoſt to 
conceal their jealouſy, it was nevertheleſs mp 
painted on their countenances. The mi. Na r. 
niſter ſaid to us, Here are your wives; 
receive them from the hand of God, who 
has now declar'd his will; upon which he no 
bid us embrace them. I turn'd my eyes NO 
to Gelin, to put him in mind that now . 
was the time to put his deſign in execu: Nchis 
tion; but was very much ſurpriz'd to fee 
him immediately obey the miniſter's or- Mc; 
der. He even gave us to underftand by 
a little nod, that we might imitate him. 
I underſtood too well, that what deſign no 
ſoever he might have form'd to aſſiſt us, 
twas imprudent in him to go thoſe lengths, ¶ ch 
and that ſo publick a teſtimony of _ his 
| | ent 
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nt would form ſuch a tie as would. be 
ficult for us to break; however, his 
xample and that of my companions pre- 
ail'd with me to imitate. them, when I 


1brac'd with a ſorrowful air the woman 


6% was to look upon as my wife. Tho' 
Wi: y heart had not been inflam'd for ano- 


ger, I yet ſhould have diſcover'd the 
ime reluctance; for fortune had been 
> unpropitious, that it ſeem'd to have 
eſerv'd the moſt diſagreeable woman a- 
nong them for me. 

Tao! Gelin thought to do well, yet 
he ſequel will ſhew that he acted very 
mprudently, nor was I leſs filly than be 
n * — wholly upon him; bog — 
ind boldneſs made me fancy him the Ht. | 
eſt perſon to manage our affairs, and 
knowing his vivacity, I little, chen ir by he 
ould . Tuin'd our hopes by 

im'd 2 "Bir 
this was thi ſourge of all our misfortunes; 
He imagin'd. that in order to be more ſe- 
cure oft the ſu inn of. our marriage, 
which he intended to require, the beſt 
way would be to att ſo as not. to occg : 
fon the leaſt doubt of our ſincerity, and 
this only had. Protopted | Sang to N 
the woman who was preſented to him for 
his bride. A . e vhs 


F 5 
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might indeed have Sen 40 gent 
what we then deſir'd, bur which af 
wards ruin'd all our ha pineſs, ak 
Hke to have coſt us our fie, 

Tu miniſter was going to join 
dn the uſual ceremonies, when ' 
ſed his voice; in order to publiſh. ont 
queſt to the whole affembly. I did us 
ear what he ſaid: 'Ple deliver'd” hiniſel 
In Prench, that being much eaſier to hin 
tharr our language; Which he Had learnt 
only ſince his leaving France with Mn 
Eliot. AIP the 'colotiy was compos'd of 
Eigliſd and * N Both lar went 
We A bo anch the miniſter u 

fp6ke in the tongue, in order 9 
bo better 5 — od me and three of 

y companions, as we did not underſtand 
Frevch:'” F; therefore tid ne: — 7 — 
Gi difcontfs, Bur he fpok vefy gone 
fully, and we had ne- he 61 1 
his rtentions; beſides, T eafi! e 

dy the coimtenanees of the 4 ts: that 
e his fequeſt as reaſon 
All“ He westen applauded hs 
cifcoutſe: The miniſter $54 y: Was the 
firft perſott that” a 5rov'd A5 u even 
2 the da 8 6f N om to the deſire ve 

vid of being Se Wich our de- 
1 a b 5 And merithg their affection 


before 
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ne fore we were join'd together for life, Six, 
* odeſt a deſire; and as we appear'd ſa- 
tisfied with the time, every one applauded, 
25 we came out of the church, the con- 
duct we had obſerv'd with regard to the 
aſſembly. 5 | 

TakxRE was. not one of my compa- 
nions but wiſhed as ardently as myſelf for 
an opportunity of meeting together, in 
order that we might conſult on our af- 


rew to a ſolita 


got round us, and with 
place. ' Gelin was overjoy'd, and the fi 


ther we did, not yo his artful ma- 
nagement? He afterwards confeſs d to 
us, without giving us time to anſwer, 


none of us would reap ſo much benefit 
from the. ſucceſs of this action as himſelf. 
| ſhould have been undone, ſays he to us 
with an air of r had the miniſter 


an 

and 

wa 

po think we ow'd him, he was perſuaded that 
that 

oh 

by 

ver and the aſſembly. 


zeen as averſe to my 


e diſcourſe as fate has been to my wiſhes. I 
de. don't conceal it from you, my friends; Iam 
jon i diſtractedly in loye, but unhappily for me, 
% 


* 


ecks were allowed us to ſatisfy ſo juſt and 


fairs; accordingly we got away from a 
crowd of importunate 2 who were 


queſtion he aſk*d us was, what we thought 
of the ſervice he had done us, and whe- 


that what obligations ſdeyer we might 
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tis not with the woman deſtiny has allot- 
ted me to marry. He added, that be 
wanted us to adviſe him in that affair, and 
ſtood in need of that friendly aſſiſtance 
he had bound himſelf by oath to give u 
After he had open'd himſelf in this man- 
ner, we gaz'd one upon another; we 
ſeem'd to be in equal confuſion, and con. 
tinued ſilent for ſome moments. At laf 
we all ſpoke in our turns, and 'twas only 
to declare that we all labour'd under the 
ſame diſcontent, and deſir'd the ſame aſ. 
fiſtance as Gelin. This fimilitude of af. 
fection increas'd the friendſhip which had 
already united us. The warmth with 
which each of us expreſt himſelf when 
he mention'd his paſſion, plainly ſhew'd 
the zeal, with which we reſolved to ſerve 
each other reciprocally ; becauſe there 
was no man among us but would meaſure 
the aſſiſtance he would afford others by 
that he himſelf requir'd of them. Our 
firſt debates were how to find out an ex- 
pedient to ſee our miſtreſſes : This was 
the moſt difficult point; and as for the 
_ reſt, we relied as much on love and for- 
tune, as on the advice we ſhould receive 
from one another in the conferences we 
Propoſed frequently to hold. One of our 
companions got over this obſtacle, by 
WE 5 aſſuring 
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lot. furing us that he had heard the man at 
t he Whoſe houſe he liv'd ſay, that the girls 
and Would not be confin'd after the elec- 
nce Non was over; whence he concluded that 
ue ſhould have the liberty to ſee and con- 
un · Nerſe with them, and could not but eafi] 
nd our miſtreſſes, as the country was ſo 
ttle in extent, not to mention that the 
ouſes ftood almoſt together round the 
hurch and the ſtore- houſe. We were u⸗ 
animouſly agreed, that as prudence and 
liſcretion were moſt neceſſary to the ſuc- 
eſs of our deſign, every one ſhould not 
nly be careful of his own conduct, but 
elo watch over his companions. Our 
intereſts were ſo inſeparable, that it was 
Impoſſible but the flips of every ſingle 
perſon muſt prejudice the common caufe. 
With regard to the conduct we were to 
obſerve 'to our intended wives, all we re- 
ſolved was, that we ſhould behave with 
decency, * and referr*d the improvement 
of our ſchemes till ſuch time as our hopes 
ſhould be a little better grounded, and 
we ſhould ſee a little farther into the ſuc- 
ceſs of our enterprize. Twas neceſſary 
for us to meet often, in order to confer 
together; but as the doing this too fre- 
quently might occaſion fuſpicions, we 
appointed twice a week only, and = 
4 
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the fame time the; exact day, hour 
_ 

= Wr then ſeparated, in onder to ret 

to our reſpectiye habitations,...and. I til 

continued at Mrs. Eliot's... e 


bran arguajnted: that we were 19:6 
in our ſeveral places of abode till ſuc 


as we were married, when e 
to. have a houſe 85 him, and be mad 
maſter of a family. L found. Mrs. Ely 
alone, who en me * lupper, 2 
was UN es to ſee four plates laid a 
the FF hy can d. . 
two before. She prevented my 

her any ueſtions a 1 by telling as 
that as the election was over, I. ſhoull 
thenceforwards have the. liberty of being 
in company. with. ber daughters, nd tha 


they, were going to ſup with us. I won's lo: 
ſays Ihe,. ſpe 757 tem ptuouſly . of de Sh 
young woman, whom. 4 has. allotiei i an 


Fs _ without, ſuffering e to be 
linded by the love I have for my daugh- 
ters, I believe you would, not have com: 
the worſt off, had heaven given you 5 
of them. They have pretty. well anſwer's 

the care I have taken of their education; 
and as l eſteem vou ſo much, ſays the 
good woman, what a pleaſure. would it 


bave been to me could I have call'd you 
m 
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iy ſon! As I was thanking her for this 
ſtimony ſhe gave me of her friendſhip 
d civility, her daughters, to whom ſhe 


onceive, if he can, my joy and, aſtoniſh- 


at the youngeſt of then was the 
heart. Twas the ſame ſweet crea- 


oul at church, and whom I had ſwore to 
ove tenderly: as long as I liv d. I muſt 


dug confeſs that all the diſcreet plans I had 
ki orm'd vaniſfñd away in an inſtaat; when 
u turning about to Mrs. Bliot, and with- 
dul out confidering the effects which my 
ein . e. might produce, Ah ! madam, 
cal id 1, you are mother to the 


; perſon, I 
öh love, on--whom all my felicity — 
deze laugh'd at the {exclamation I made, 
tec and anſwer'd as tho? it had been the re- 
de ſult of compliment I then perceivꝰd that 
8 had done wrong in explaining myſelf 
we ſo openly, and therefore endeavour'd to 
check my imprudence in the ſequel of 
our converſation... But tho* my expreſt 
15 WH fions were le warm, my glances were fo 
be paſlionate; that Mrs. Eliot plainly ſaw 
the diſpoſition of my heart. She affected 


d given notice of my return, came in 
ad ſaluted us. But no let the reader 


[ 
J 
* 
1 
k 


nent; for I diſcover'd hy the firk glanee 
0 


ure who had raiſed the emotions of my 


o diſcourſe on indifferent ſubjects at ſup- 
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per, and afterwards made a ſign to her 
daughters to withdraw. When we were 
alone ſhe told me with a ſerious air thx 
the fancied J had an inclination for her 
ſecond daughter, and that. ſhe could no 
comprehend where I firſt form'd it; in 
ſhort, that the whole was a myſtery ſhe 
deſir'd me to clear up. I mus'd a lit 
on what anſwer I ſhould make, being in 
doubt whether or no it would be prudent 
to truſt her; but at laſt, as I relied very 
much on her goodneſs, I told her inge. 
nuouſly in what manner I had been ſtruck 
at church, and without diſcovering to het 
the circumſtances which related to my 
companions, I confeſs*'d that fortune had 
determin'd ſo contrary to my inclinations 
that I was ready to attempt any-thing to 
avoid ſubmitting to it. She 2 
for ſome time, and the perplexity ſhe 
ſeem'd to be in gave me the utmoſt un. 
caſineſs : I was afraid J had open'd myſelſ 
too much to a woman of her prudence, 
and expected that ſhe would look upon 
my aftection for her daughter as a crime. 
I cannot,. ſays ſhe at laſt, approve your 
—_ without caſting a blemiſh on my 

onour, and wounding my conſcience. 
Your love is come too late, and I cannot 
ſee how you will be able to ſucceed in it 4 
| cou 
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zuld have wiſh'd indeed from my foul that 
had been poſſible for you te marry my 
vghrer ; but ſince there's no room to 
bpe for it, I beg you never to mention 
more. I am even ſorry that you ex- 
zin'd yourſelf ſo far. No, fays ſhe, af- 
r pauſing a moment, I can't do any 
ing for you; *tis now too late, and I 
eg of you never to open your lips about 
Saying this ſhe withdrew, but not 
mingly angry. I made numberleſs re- 
ctions on her anſwer : I firſt conſider'd 
as a dreadful ſentence, which at once 
aſted all my wiſhes. However, when 
recollected the manner of her addreſſing 
je, and her contemplatrve air, a plain 
dication I thought of her approbation, 
perſuaded myſelf that ſne could not ab- 
lutely condemn what ſhe had confeſs'd 
ould otherwiſe have been agreable to 
5 7 tho? ſhe would not do any thing 
gratify my paſſion, yet nothing pre- 
nted 15 peeling that ſhe might poſſi- 
ly approve what I might attempt for 
yſelt. I judg'd that decency would not 
rmit a woman of her age, and one fo 
uch reſpeRed in the colony, to have 
hand in the little ſtratagems of lovers, 
to act contrary to the deciſions of the 
d men, She had indeed told — 
e 
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ſhe Wag angry with. I: foe; vealing off ul 
Woulci not. be. ſo rr 1 e my | 
addreſfles, and, that, her. deſign was, Only 4 
to hint to me that it, was. proper fi 
ſhould ſeem to know. nothing of the mui 
ter. This explanation appear'd, ſo nat 
ml to me, and; agreed ſo well with th 
eſteem and friendſhip Mrs Eliot had hi 
chert diſcover d for me, that, I; reſoh! 
to make it a kind of rule, for- the regul 
tion of my conduct. Twill he an e 
matter for me, ſaid I, to find out ene 
behaviour to me hereafter, wherh er, 
flatter'd imyſglf too much, In: caſe | 
does not forbid. me the ſight of her daug 

ter; L then ſhall haye: room tojbeicveth 
fart frem eondemning my paſſion, f 
approves of it ſecretly, and. wiſhes it m 
be ſucceſsful. 

Tusk agreablg recen, made m 
pals the night very happily s: and. Wi 
morning: was come. I ought. e an, q 
portunity of ſeging: Angelica, for that 
the name of Mrs. Eliot's gs daug 
ter. I was not denied. the pleaſure 
conregling with, her, and *. ih hap 
as: to: be:ſome- moments along; with: i 
The: impreſſion which her charms, I 


made, upon ime at ac. diſtange; was faint! 
comparil 
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mpariſon of the new: ardour! which- a; 
ament's converſation with her made me. 
. Her whole perſon ſeem*d to me a 

mpoſition of Wonders. I continued; 
-mbling- with love and admiration, and 
ilſt I firſt contemplated on her features 
filence for a fe moments, ſuch an i- 
age was form'd in my heart as is ſnot: 
— power of: henven or men eyer: to 
Tho this dumb Was 


breathe my paſſion in words; She 

end without once interrupting me, 
d did not diſcover in her eyes that af- 
ed anger or diſdain with which ye 
ocrites andi. . endeavour to. mM 
ſe” upon theit/ admirers | Her: 
eal'd irfelff hy an innocent bluſh; whi 
Med new beauty to her countenance, 
nd her ſincerity in her anſwer confirm'd 
idea my pattion had already form'd 
f her ſenſe and or mg She 
od me that ſo far from bein 


hank' d heaven for it; that, more indif- 
erent to marriage than was ſuppos'd, ſhe 
ad gone to the election with: reluctance, 
ut that ſne confeisdemy glances, and an 
motion of heart ſne could not deſcribe, 
ad ſuſpended her indifference far ſame 


time; 


— expreffive, I / nevertheleſs reſolv d 


t the inclination Þ diſcover*d : Tad ſha - 
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time; that ſhe wifh'd to be the hap 
perſon whom fate had deſign'd for m4 
that this deſire was vaſtly pleaſing, at 
that *twas with regret ſhe ſaw herſelf lo 
to all hope; but that as ſhe was no lo 
r allow'd to entertain any, ſhe onh is 1 
ervd ſome ſmall pretenſion to my! Aim © 
and friendſhip. er 
Tuo I had not before been conquer uff 
by her charms, this noble and virtuo 
freedom would have won me to her f 
ever; and therefore thought myſelf nat 
oblig'd to be reſervd with a perſon of di lai 
character, or to employ the little artifiag 
with which vulgar lovers uſe. to-:ſucceed 
in their amours. I inſtantly reſolved ty 
diſcover to her not only all the ſecrets 
my own heart, but even — my comp. 
nions had concerted, and did not concei ef 
either their murmurs or machinations. | 
J have been ſo fortunate, ſaid I, as to me. 
rit a little of your eſteem before I was oli 
happy as to converſe with and know. you,Wlan( 
I have ſome reaſon to flatter myſelf chat ſaid 
= declaration of my love will not leſſa 

| I now make to you the oath I har tir 
om a thouſand times internally, never Ware 

to love 2 — but you; or in caſe I can 
am not ſo happy as to obtain, your af. thir 


tection, to a hn the whole 2 . 
wily 
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ny ſhould I not hope you'll have ſome 
gard for me? Are you not intirely the 
ſtreſs of 1 And to what pur- 
joſe is the decree of fortune, if you do 
ut declare in my favour? In à word, 
is ig your power to grant me all that 
ny heart deſires. Let me now ſee whe- 
er the eſteem you flatter*d me with is 
ufficient to make you attempt any thing 
or my ſake? — This lovely woman 
as as prudent as ſhe was beautiful and 
odeſt. She anſwer' d that ſhe had ex- 
lain'd herſelf ſufficiently, to ſhew that 
e ſnould think ita happineſs to be mine; 
ut then ſhe ſaw ſo little poſſibility of it, 
at there was no room to entertain che 
aſt hopes of ity that ſhe was oblig d to 
act with the utmoſt caution, for the ſake 


chef her duty and honour, and that after 
Ne deciſion of fortune, and the conſent 
mee had given to it, ſhe ſaw no poflibility 
of reconciling them with love. I eaſily 
ou, WManſwer'd, this objection: The conduct, 
ba ad I, of your people, with regard to 
fears, is unjuſt and tyrannical; and tis a 


ave wing unprecedente 
ver i are free to marry; women, whom th 
al-W thing has ſeem'd voluntary 09;pur fide, 
ut WF but then a falſe, conſtruction has been 

0 Row put 


to oblige, men that 
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put on our inelinations, if what vas a 
an effect of our prudence was lob d wy 
on as a mark of our 'conferit. We d 
not oppoſe the election, beeauſe at i 
ſame time that we were afra ich of fomu 
ing diviſions in the colony, we hopd 
fate would be ſo propitious to u 
make us fſatisſied with our ot. 
Happily it has declat'd agamnft vs; 
is à misfortune that gives us ſome pull 
as it may occaſion uneaſineſſes; but u 
are ſo far from reſolving to eomply wi 
it, chat we are all reſolved to recover i 
liberty we have been umuſtly depri dd 
What upright man would *coridemn 4 
equitable and natural a reſelution? 
"therefore don't ſee any thing in mya 
dreſſes that any way interferes with ye 
duty. I am in the fame caſe with a te 
der and paſſonate lover D endeavo 
to gain the affections of a woman he. 
dores; and as all my deſttes are groum 
eck on honour, you may compleat my 
"licity without injuring either your I 
nour or innocence. I then told her, th 
what I ſaid might make ehe greater im 
preſſion, the reaſons I had to think thi 
(her mother would nôt be dilpleaſed+ 


9 4 - 
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"ſhe flould nôt regard the cenſure ” 
Jer) 8 : 
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raven and her mother did but indi} 

their approbation. She agreed tha 
chat I faid was right, and was ſo delight- 
d with what 1 cold her concerning her 
mother, that ſhe did not ſcruple to tell 


fich my 'withes, provided her mother 
onſented to it. As I did not intend to 
deceive her, I VS ſo frank as to tell her, 
at what I call*d her motſier's approba- 
ion was to be received with fome feſtrie- 
tions. I made her comprehend, that as 
her parent was bountl by the political 
conſiderations '6f reſpet᷑t, flie poſſibly 
night ſcruple to grant usa rect. con» 
ter; bil cen, £991, L am -Certeim the 
zpproves of it in Her heart, and wiſhes"it 
may be ſucceſsful. Juſt as 1 ſpoke theſe 
words Mrs. Elia happen d to come into 
the room. Her prefente ſuggeſted à lit- 
lle artifice Which was of advantage xo me; 
and this was to get cmmningly from dier 
oyn mouth the confirmation of What I had 
related with regard to her inclinations; 
being fully perſuaded by the anſwer her 
dau bter. I juſt Before made: me, that 
te faft-appedtihce of 4 dit approba. 
vn would Teo every; obltzcle:* hs! 
madam, ſaid 1 * as 

N C 


u old men, 4nd'fome jealous fiyals, If 


at once ſhe Was realy to aequieſte 
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| ſhould exclude me from the pleaſing hoy 


ſhe came in, what have I done that fag 


of calling you mother? *Tis only fine 
ſaw Angelica that I have learnt to feel 
my ſorrows ; I never ſhall be eaſy. . 
I am as afflicted as you can be, replig 
Mrs. Eliot frankly : I believe you ca 
have been very well pleaſed with that li 
tle creature, ſays ſhe, pointing to he 
daughter: She's a very good - natur 
girl, and I will be ſo vain as to ſay, ve 
file myſelf, You would then, . ſaid | 
have freely indulg'd her to my wiſhes 
and therefore J am only to accuſe fortun 
fince I ſhould have ebtain'd- your on 
ſent. —— Tho' theſe expreſſions wen 
wholly the effect of art, I yet ſpoke hen 
with as much warmth as tho? they ha 
been ſuggeſted by nature, and was em 
melted to tears. Mrs. Eliot perceiving! 
could not forbear weeping, when taking 
me by the hand, ſhe aſſur d me ſhe coul 
have hazarded her life with pleaſure tc 
obtain me for her daughter's huſband 
This confeſſion was all I defir'd; upo 
which I chang'd the converſation, an 
defer'd to another opportunity, the ma 
king a proper uſe, of what Augelics lud 
heard. I was not long without one; fo 
_ the inchanting maid ſaw into my, wholt 

r acl 


— 
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ſign, and as her heart was incapable of 
rbouring the leaſt diſſimulation, ſhe 


hich love had prompted me to employ, 
ys ſhe with a moſt charming frankneſs, 


rſuaded of two things: the firſt is, that 
ou have a ſincere affection for me; for 


it p | 6 0 
) what elſe can J aſcribe this preference 
moo! give me over the reſt of my com- 


unions, and what affects me ſtill more, 


dr ardour, that emotion which I diſco- 
he Mr in you every time you move towards 


ne? I judge of the impulſes of your heart 
y thoſe J feel in my own. Moreover, 
ys ſhe, I don*e doubt, from what my 
nother ſaid, but ſhe approves your paſ- 
jon in her own mind; and I conceive at 
c fame time that ſhe is oblig'd to ob- 
ve 4 certain decorum, and therefore 
jou are not to expect that ſhe will give 
jou 2 more expreſs conſent. But ſup 

ing I need only be careful of my honour 
nd duty, tell me, ſays. ſhe, bluſhing at 
he ſame time, what you require me to 
0, and haw you think to make me your 
ite? This queſtion threw me into the 


pient to ſatisfy a virtuous young wo- 
Vor. II. G man. 


onfeſs' d that the innocent ſtratagem 


we her the higheſt ſatisfaction. I am, 


umoſt perplexity; for, to confeſs the 
ruth, I had not yet thought of any ex- 
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me is, yet this paſſion is ever increa- 
g; for the laſt moments I ſpent with 
welica were always the moſt delightful : 
jiſcover*d new charms in her every mo- 


ent, and what compleated my ſatisfac- 


on was, that I did not endeavour more 
Iiduouſly to convince her of my ſince- 
ty, than ſhe did to ſhew me that ſhe had 
ce deepeſt ſenſe of the obligations ſhe 
wed me for It, ; | 
Tuz time for our conference being 
dme, my companions met as punctually 
did: We had thought proper not to 
ſeen together ſome days before, in or- 
r that our meeting might not be ſuſ- 
ted. This caution was very neceſſary, 
we had to do with ſo many ſufpicious 
d men, who had nothing elſe to do but 
d watch us; wherefore we were vaſt! 
leas'd at this opportunity we had of 
eeting together, and diſcourſing as we 
duld think proper. Twould have been 
n agreable fight for an indifferent per- 
on to have ſeen the confuſion we were in 


tour firſt greeting, every one being ea- 


er to ſpeak, and to give an account of the 
oſture of his affairs. At laſt we all told 
ur ſtory: Not one of us had complain d 


(love, for all our miſtreſſes prov'd kind 
ut with this difference perhaps, that 
| G 2 ſome 
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ſome had comply'd leſs out of eſteemſ 
their lovers, than from the ſtrong ind 
nation they had to put on the marriag 
fetters. However, we all ſeemed to | 
equally well ſatisfied, ſelf- love perſuu 
ing us that we ow'd our conqueſts to o 
merit. The buſineſs was to give a ha 
Py iſſue to ſo good a beginning, and 
veral methods were propos'd, all whit 
were a long time debated upon: That 
addreſſing our grievances in a body to th 
colony, was rejected as too uncertain 
for our misfortune would have been im 
mediable, had the old men been let int 
our deſigns, and refus'd their conſent 
That of leaving the iſland, and carryinf 
off our miſtreſſes, was alſo look*d upd 
as dangerous, tho? Gelin himſelf madet 
motion. We ſhould have run great h: 
zards, not only in the methods we ſhouk 
have been oblig'd to employ to elude t 
vigilance of the inhabitants, and ſeize uf 
on the barks; but ſtill greater in 

flight itſelf, which we could net pretend 
to attempt, without a pilot through ti 
wide ocean, as we were wholly ignoran 
of navigation. However, Gelin inſiſte 
ſtrongly on this laſt propoſal. T vil 
ſays he, be as eaſy for us to leave th 
iſland as to aſſemble here ſecretly; wm 
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cet on the ſtrand in the night-time; 
q as for the chains by which the barks 
rc held, we may eaſily force them away: 
Ve won't run them into the ſea till day- 
reak, and I don't ſee why we ſhould 
x: find out the iſland of St. Helena as 
ell as Mr. Drington did. This argu- 
ent had no manner of weight with us. 
o judge by the event, poſſibly we might 
getter have follow'd it; but we then 
ook d upon it as a raſh undertaking, not 
o mention that we did not think our- 
ves ſo ſecure of our miſtreſſes as to dare 
ake them ſo odd a propoſal as that 'of 
abandoning their parents and friends, and 
lying away with us. The third propoſal 
yas, that we ſhould marry privately. Ge- 
lin, who alſo propos'd this, repreſented 


and eloquence, that we rejected the two 
former, and were oblig'd to confeſs *twas 


moſt fearful among us ſtarted ſome other 
aficulties; but theſe were over-ruPd by 
the ſtrong reſolution we had of indulg- 
ng our paſſion. How far ſoever the old 
men and the ſlighted maids might carry 


that they would never once harbour a 


G 3 after 


0 us the neceſſity of it with ſo much art 


ne only propoſal that was feaſible. The 


their reſentments, we at leaſt ſuppos d 


ought of taking our miſtreſſes from us, 


mM -” N 
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after they had once received our plighty 
faith, and they themſelves ſhould hay 
allowed us the liberty of marrying. Th 
propoſal at laſt prevaiPd, ſo that all ng 
remain'd was, to get our miſtreſſes 
conſent, and this depended on our m 
nagement. We fcarce doubted of ti 
ſucceſs of it; for *twas not probable th 
would long demur, when their ſhe-con 
panions ſhould ſer them ſo good ane 
ample. Numbers give courage, and thol 
who boaſt the greateſt wiſdom are incap 
ble of withſtanding the attacks of low, 
when they think they have hit u 
fons to juſtify themſelves. 
Tris important deliberation being 
ended in this manner, we parted full d 
the moſt agreable hopes. Angelica gam 
me an opportunity the very next day of 
_ explaining myſelf to her, in order that 
ſhe might hear the reſult of our confe- 
rence. I did not diſguiſe any part of it 
Tou are ſincere, ſaid I, and thereforel ' 
your anſwers muſt be deciſive. Remem. . 
ber that the expedient I propoſe to youll © 
is the only one that can make me you 
for ever. *Tis ſuch an expedient as vir. 
tue cannot condemn, and if you liſten © 
but ever ſo little to love, you'll find ita 
very eaſy one. What, ſaid I, will be | 
* wanting 
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High ancing to make our union holy and 
d hu wful? You know what it is that the 
. Ignace of marriage conſiſts in; 'tis not 
all aun a vain ceremony, but in the gift of 
ſes MHhe heart, and the oaths and promiſes 
Ir lich accompany it. Five couple of lo- 


ers ſhall be witneſſes of ours, to whom 
ell do the ſame ſervice they require of 
„ and who ſhall be engag' d by ſelf- inte- 
eſt to atteſt the truth of our vows. The 
ole reaſon, ſaid I, of my mentioning 
theſe motives is, merely to remove all 
ſcruples which honour and the leaſt ſha- 
dow of fear might ſuggeſt ; for the chief 
inducement to engage your conſent ſhould 
owe irſelf to the tenderneſs and violence 


of thy 
le th 
C CON 
an e 
d thoſ 
can; 
lon 


n rea. 


wi of my flame. She anſwer'd, that as we 
gar bad employ'd fome time before we had 
ay o made this reſolution, I could not take it 
tha ill if ſhe herſelf alſo deſir'd time to re- 
onſe· i volve theſe things in her own mind; that 
it: ſhe indeed foreſaw that her concluſions 
efor would be agreable to my deſires; but 
zem. that whatever ſtep I might engage her to 


take, ſhe yet would throw in one condi- 
tion, without which ſhe believ'd it im- 
vir. poſlible to gratify both our wiſhes with 
ſten convenience; that ſhe deſir'd her mother 
it 2 might be inform'd of our marriage, at 
be lealt as ſoon as it was concluded; and 
ing G 4 mm 
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that ſhe thought it would be proper fg 
me to acquaint her with it firſt. I promi 
ſed to comply exactly with all ſhe 5 
_ *Tis, ſaid I, in your happineſs only thy 
mine can be found; thus my whole at. 
tention will be to make you content and 
happy, by doing always whatever you 
ſhall deſire. She was ſo much affected 
with my paſſionate expreſſions, that ſte 
confeſs*d before our converſation ended, 
that ſhe thould come to a ſpeedy reſol. 
tion, | 

_ Love was equally propitious to the ref 
of my companions. At the third conſul- 
tation, we found, after each man had 
given an account of the progreſs he had 
made, that we might all rely on our mil- 
treſſes affections. We were to enjoy our 
liberty about a month longer; but as ve 
were eager to gratify our wiſhes, we re- 
ſolved to make all poſſible diſpatch. *Twas 
now the moſt beautiful ſeaſon of the year. 
We pitched upon the night following for 
the ſolemnization of our amorous myſte- 
ries; and the place being mentioned, ve 
thought none was better adapted to our 
purpoſe than that we were then aſſembled 
in. Twas a beautiful meadow, ſurrounded No 
with a thicket, about a hundred yards Hof 
from the town, if I may fo call it. We mi 

| agreed 
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oreed that every one ſhould bring thi- 
ter about midnight the dear object of his 


ſir gections. The day before was to be 
tha{Wmploy'd in our miſtreſſes ſervice, and 
e 1 affiſting them to ſteal away from their 
ad eipective habitations. Angelica trembled 


hen I told her we were ſo near the mo- 
ent which was to crown our felicity. [I 
ad now ſome new ſtruggles to combat 
ith, and a few ſlight objeftions to ob- 
ate ; but love ſtood my friend on theſe 
cccaſions, and immediately remov'd all 
he difficulties which my amiable miſtreſs 
tarted : ſo that Angelica promiſed to be 
ady to follow me at midnight. 

And now the wiſh'd- for hour was come. 
All was calm and huſh in the colony, fix 
couple of happy lovers excepted, whoſe 
felicity was juſt approaching. I waited 
for Angelica at the ſtreet-door, which I 
had open'd ſoftly. She did not make me 
ar. rait long; but Gods! with what rap- 
for tres did I fee her appear, and look round 
te. Wor me with a fearful and confus'd eye 
re diſcover'd myſelf, and receiving her for 
ur the firſt time with open arms, I claſp'd 
ed ber with a rapturous embrace. We flew 
io the meadow in an inftant, where part- 
is Hof our companions were got with their 


- miſtreſſes. The moon ſeem'd to ſhine with 
| | G6 5 unuſual 
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unuſual brightneſs, and as tho” it was & 
lighted to behold a ſight worthy the a 
rention of heaven and earth; and by u 
effect of the exquiſite ſatisfaction of my 
heart, which diffus'd itſelf in ſome me: 
fure over all nature, I never found the 
air fo ſoft, or the verdure ſo beautiful 
it was all the reſt of that charming night 
As ſoon as our little company wer 
got together, Gelin, who had aſſum' 
{ome ſuperiority over us, by his deciſive 
air and great volubility of tongue, h 
rangued in a very agreable manner on 
the ceremony which was going to begin 
He firſt gave thanks to love and fortune 
in the name of the aſſembly ; when, talk 
ing more in the Chriſtian ſtyle, he expa 
tiated on the duties of the marriage ſtate 
with as much eloquence as the mot able 
preacher could have done. We all ap- 
plauded his diſcourſe, when he read 1 
kind of oath which he had drawn up, the 
terms of which were ſo very ſtrong and 
binding, that, abſtracted from the great 
love we had for our fair-ones, made us 
for ever theirs: it was admirably well 2 
adapted to check inconſtancy, and pre- lg 
vent diſtatte, .tho* we were to cohabit 4 for 
thouſand years with them. We all re. tak 
peated it one after another, and our mil- me 

2: - % treſſes, 
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treſſes, or rather brides, did the ſame 
after us. The whole ceremony was per- 
form'd with the utmoſt decency ; what 
herefore was wanting to make this a holy 
and ſolemn marriage? Heaven no doubt 


d thMWopprov'd of it, for we had taken ſtrict 

ful care not to act in oppoſition to its dic- 

ight aates. Nevertheleſs, a ſet of men were 
0 barbarous and unjuſt, as to look 


this union as ſacrilegious; and diſſolved 


their nature, as they ſhould be by our in- 
clination. I can never reflect on this de- 
licious night, without admiring that m 
heart, which was then ſuſceptible of 
much joy, could afterwards be oppreſſed 
with grief and deſpair! Heavens | how 
unaceountable is the ſudden tranſition 
from the moſt exquiſite felicity to the 
extremes of miſery ! 15 
Every inſtant of this lovely night was 


in the arms of our dear wives. How 
lwiftt did the moments fly | But alas! 
twas the greateſt imprudence in us, not 
well to ſuſpect its being ſo fleeting. Day- 
pre- light now broke in upon us, when we 
it found too late, that we had for ſome time 


re- tiken the light of the ſun for that of the 
niſ-W moon. There was no one among us but 
es, G 6 g was 


ties which ought to be as immortal by 


diſtinguiſhed by a tranſport ; we ſpent it 
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was ſenſible of the danger to which ye 
had expoſed ourſelves, which was til 
more to be apprehended upon our wivg 
account; for it was neceſſary they ſhould 
all flip into their houſes unperceiv'd; 
but this was ſcarcely practicable. We 
already heard the .inhabitants, who were 
coming out of their houſes, and fear 
made us think they were going to look 
for their daughters; upon which we held 
a council for a few moments. Several of 
my companions were of opinion, that we 
ſhould all return home together without 
the leaſt ceremony, and tell all we met 
with that we were married : this, fay 
they, we ſhall one day be obliged to do; 
Jet us therefore take this opportunity, 
ſince we cannot extricate ourſelves any 
other way. Our brides oppos'd this re- 
ſolution out - fear _ fan- 
ing that they would inevitably be-ex- 
Ker, to a — ſhame, in caſe it ſhoul 
known that they had been catch'd in 
ſome meaſure in the fact. Notwithſtand- 
ing they confeſs d that they muſt be ob- 
liged one time or other to reveal their 
marriage, they yet wiſh'd it might be 


done by degrees, and ſo as not to expoſe {Wave 
them to raillery, thinking they had no- * 
thing elſe to dread ; which was alſo our Wl 
92 | 3 opinion. 
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pinion. To ſatisfy them, we agreed 
hat they ſhould go to the village, when 


caſe they could not ſteal into their 
ould ouſes unperceiv*d, they then ſhould in- 
„d; ent ſome ſtory, in order to excuſe their 
we aying abroad all night. I can't . con- 
were eive what excuſe they could have hit up- 
fear Wn; but the moment as they were leav- 
ook Ing us, after having tenderly embra- 
geld ed, we ſpy'd the miniſter of the colo- 
1 of Wy advancing towards us with ſeveral old 


nen. They were come only to take the 
ir, but the fight of ſix of their daugh- 


met ers, whom they ſaw in our company, 
fay nd ſome of them in our arms, ſtruck 
lo; em with fear and aſtoniſhment. They 
ty, Nralked on as faft as their age would give 
ny Wien leave. Fear prompted us firſt to 
re- Ny, and to run childiſhly behind the trees; 
ar Nut we conſider d that this was declaring 


urſelves guilty. Celin again propos'd 
that we ſnould go and declare our mar- 
mage, but in vain; and *twas alſo diſap- 
prov'd by our wives. Upon this, ſaid I, we 
areall undone, in caſe we are diſconcerted ; 
ſten to me, © I'll undertake to manage 
the affair, The miniſter muſt certainly 
have ſeen us, but then I don't believe he 
vas able to kriow how many we were ex. 
fly, Twoiof us, ſaid I, ſhall ſquat 

a 1 : down, 
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down, and creep along till they 
the trees. — which ue f 
them do ſo, and bid them hide as we 
as they could. And now, ſaid I to h 
reſt, let us and our wives go up to ui 
miniſter. We'll tell them, that as we wen 
walking in the air this morning, we ha 
zen'd to meet with them by mere chang; 
e' II not have the leaſt notion that w 
met in an amorous way, when he ſeq 
more men than women. They all. ap 
lauded my expedient, It happened ve 
33 that the graſs was high enougl 
to hide our two companions, for the mi 
niſter and his company were not abo 
forty yards from us. We went up 10 
them, and as we were going I defir« 
Gelin, who expreſſed himſelf with greate 
fluency than I did, to ſpeak. as I had ad 
viſed him to do, He accordingly dit 
ſo, and with ſo unconcern'd an air, tlut 
they ſeem'd 10 believe him Neverthe⸗ 
leſs, as they were returning to the village 
with us, they put on ſuch a ſerious coun- 
tenance, as ſurprized me very much ;ʒ for 
I did not ſuppoſe, that they had ſeen w 
mbrace, or ſuſpected that! Celin had tod 
thema ſtory. Seyeral of che inhabitanu 
{cem'd to take a particular notice of our 
coming in a body; but the _ 
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being along with us ſecur' d us from 
alumny. N ii be. 22 iz | 

We all. took leave of him with a pret- 
indifferent air, when the five wives of 


zot hear whether their abſence had been 
xerceived, or what reception they met 
th. As for my ſelf, who had the ſame 
ny to go as my wife, I concerted with 
her what excuſe we ſhould employ to ſa- 
fy her mother. What occaſion, ſaid I, 
have we to uſe any ſcruples? You know 
vhat we agreed upon, and what I pro- 
miſed at your own requeſt., Pl! detain 
your mother whilſt you're going to your 
chamber, when Pll acquaint her at once 
with our mutual paſſion and our marriage. 
We have no occaſion to be afraid of her; 
ſhe loves us, and therefore her anger will 
neither laſt long, or be violent. I am 


the · N my own account; but I have a foreboding 
lage tat ſomething ſiniſter will happen to 
)un-W you. I cou'd wiſh that I only were to 
bor i ufer by it. The tone of voice with 
0 will which ſhe-utter'd:theſe words,” chill'd the 
ola blood in my veins, when I ſftoptand-fix'd 
nu my eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her. Gods! ſaid 
our 1, what is ĩt you declare to me, and where- 


er fore theſe words? She continued for ſome 


11g time 


y companions went home, and I did 


that not afra id ſays my dear partner, upon 
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time without making me any anſwer, bu 
as I urged her to ſpeak, ſhe begg'd me 

to pardon her for having conceal'd from 
me a thing ſhe had heard the night be. 
fore. Yeſterday, ſays ſhe, after we had 
talk*d together, my ſiſter told me that 
the miniſter had made my mother a vi. 
ſit; that they had diſcourſed together: 
long time with great warmth, and that 
ſhe had an opportunity of liſtning to pare 
of their converſation, Tho? ſhe did not 
hear it diſtinctly, ' ſhe yet found by cer: 
tain expreſſions the miniſter uſed, that he 
complain'd of your indifference for that 

rſon whom fate had allotted for your 
wife; and aſcrib'd it to the inclination he 
fancied you had for my ſiſter or me. My 
mother proteſted ſhe knew nothing of 
the matter: But this imperious and paſ- 
ſionate man, who commands the reſpect 
of the colony, anſwered, that twas a 
matter which concern'd her highly; when 
going away he bid her remember what 
had happen'd to Guiton. This, ſays Au- 
gelica, is a ſtory capable of terrifying all 
ſuch huſbands as preſume to act contrary 
to their duty. Mr. Guiton was one of the 
chief men of our colony every one had 
the utmoſt eſteem for him, becauſe, ab- 
ſtracted from his perſonal merit, he = 
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on to the mayor of RocheNe,wha govern'd 


en t during the ſiege, and ſignaliz d him- 


cf by an extraordinary love for religion. 
ut having the ill fortune to be ſurpriz'd 
na love- intrigue with another man's 
rife, he was ſentenced to be thrown into 
he ſea with his love, before the whole 
olony 3 and it was accordingly executed. 
All the old men thought themſelves ob- 
liged to make him an example, in order 
o make the bands of wedlock inviolable, 
ho' this ſtory, ſays my wife, made the 
. impreſſion on me, I 77 
thin r to acquaint you with it; not 
ly — men — have perſuaded 
ne, that our engagement is not contrary 
bo juſtice, and conſequently, that we are 
dot in the ſame cafe with Guiton; but 
om a ſtronger motive which I am not 
ſhamed to on to you, I mean the great 
ore J have for you. I neceſſarily muſt 
de under ſome apprehenſiens that yours 
ill grow colder, by the dread it may 
fl you with. Jam, ſays ſhe; more fear- 
ful to day than I was yeſterday. I know 
not whether twas our meeting the mini- 
ter that makes me ſo uneaſy, or whether, 
lam now yours, I am therefore more 
raid of loſing you; but methinks my 
kart tells me fecretly, that ſome evil 


will 
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will happen to you. | Wou'd to. heaven 
that my uneaſineſs may be vain, or at leaf 
that the evil may light upon me only. 
As I was troubled at the beginning 
this diſcourſe, the concluſion of it east 
me. I conſider'd only the tender and 
amiable part of it, and-aſſur*d: my viſe 
that I ſhould love her eternally ler 
Mr. Guiton's ſtory, ſaid I. is — diff 
rent from ours. If you hed ws; þ it me 
— and the miniſters thre 
viſit, it would have made as little ir 
ſion upon me then as it does now. Yo 
love me, do you not? Tou don't rep 
of what you have done —— nd 2 
— be true to 2 gage 
ſo long as life ſhall laſt? Let them 
vomplain and threaten if he — Wea 
not his flaves. As for the eyils you fear 
I don't think heaven is preparing any fot 
us, . ſince we have not deſerv'd them 
and in caſe men ſhould refolvg to injur 
us, they poſſibly may not find it an calf 
matter; and depend upon it, their malic 
ſhall' not eaſily reach you. I am 
much eaſier, and more reſolute ſince ov 
marriage than was before. Angelica v 
mine, ſo that my wiſhes were 1ndulg'd 
nor had I any fears, for beſides tit 
ſtrength of our bands, which I though 


inceet 
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it would be impoſſible for the miniſter or 
the colony to break, I felt myſelf inſpir'd 
with ſo much courage as would enable 
me to defend mine and my wife's privi- 
leges. e ö 

W were now come to her mother's, 
and I did not find any one had taken no- 
tice of our abſence. Whilſt Angelica ſtole 
ſoftly to her chamber, I vent into a room 
where I found Mrs. Eliot alone. She - 
ceived me in ſuch a manner that I was 
ſure ſhe had not heard of our elopement, 
which made me _— reſolve to take 
that opportunity of diſcovering our mar- 
rage to her. After many reietions,?d 
fancied it would be better to do ſo, ſince 
t would prevent other 3 
king any ul impreſſions on her mind wi 
— . our cedings. —— I fell on 
my knees, and told her I was her fon. — 
The fear, ſaid I, of diſpleaſing you, or 
rather that 1 you to any dan- 
ger, prevented me from acquainting you 
with — marriage before work 12 
nz'd it; but flatter'd myſelf that you 
would not be diſpleas'd with me after- 
wards, ſince you wiſh'd it: The lovely 
Angelica is my wife: I would have ſacri- 
fed the greateſt favours of fortune to ar- 
ve at this happineſs; the only thing 

now 
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now that is wanting, is your conſent to 
make our felicity perfect; for next to the 
title of Angelica's huſband,: nothing is 90 
dear to me as that of your ſon. - I might 
have made a much longer ſpeech, befor 
Mrs. Eliot could have been able to an- 
ſwer me, ſhe being in the utmoſt ſur- 
prize, and ſeiz d with dread. At laſt 
after I had continued ſilent for ſome time, 
ſhe anſwer'd me with a trembling voice, 
that ſhe wiſh'd to heaven we had not ad. 
ed too raſnly; and that it would hare 
been impoſſible for her to have heard a 
more ſtrange or a more perplexing piece 
of news. Explain yourſelf farther, fays 
the,' with an air of confiiſion ;;: tell. me 
what it is you call your marriage, and in 
what manner you are become my ſon. 
I then told her our whole adventure. 
Dear Bridge / ſays ſhe,. after I had ſpoke, 
Jam: afraid you have acted imprudently, 
and plung'd us into difficulties whence 
we ſhall never extricate ourſelves. I Won't 
conceal from you that I wiſh*d to ſee you 
my daughter's huſband, and that e\ 


this inſtant, in the midſt of my confu- ¶ qua 
ſion, I am glad you are ſo: But liſtenſ uſt 
to what you are to fear, and very poſſi · ¶ get 
bly myſelf alſo: I tremble ſo much toi be! 
think of it, that I can ſcarce reveal it wo bet 
wor you. 
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he had had the day before with the mi- 
nifter, whereof her daughter had heard 
only a part. That haughty and impe- 


me for a particular reaſon, the woman 
whom chance had. allotted for my wife 
being his brother's daughter. She had 
told him, and he himſelf might poſſi- 
bly have taken notice, that I had diſco- 
ver d very little love when ] viſited her 
and indeed it would have been impoſſible 
for me to court a woman who, to my 
eye, was a very diſagreable creature, 
tho' J had not been fo very fond of the 
charming Angelica. I had viſited the for- 
mer very ſeldom, and leſs than I ought 
to have done for my own ſake and that 


ture. of decency. The miniſter, who was very 


oke, ¶ bnd of his niece, looking upon my in- 
ty, MW difference as a mark of contempt and a- 
ence verſion, was prodigiouſly: nettled; and 
on Ms we are always blind to the imperfec- 
vou tions of thoſe we love, he had not aſ- 
ren crib'd my coldneſs ſo much to the ill 
nfu-· I qualities of his niece, as to my bad 
(ten taſte. As I us'd to ſtay whole. days to- 


oſſi · ¶ gether at Mrs. Eliots without ſtirring out, 
to tc ſupposꝰ d that. nothing but loye could 


mind 


t to be the motive of it, and then calli 


ou. She then told me the diſcourſe 


rious clergyman was exaſperated againſt 
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mind the great teſtimonies of \friendſhip 
that good woman had diſcover'd for me 
on all occaſions, and her civility in offer! 
ing me her houſe till ſuch time as one 
ſhould be provided for me, he was pet. 
ſuaded that ſhe indulg'd the paſſion I muſt 
certainly have for one of her daughter; 
Theſe were the circumſtances whick had 
brought him to her houſe, and made him 
fo angry. Mrs. Eliot at firſt anſwerd 
his reproaches with great coolneſs; but 
he afterwards broke into certain injuriow 
expreſſions ſhe could not bear, and there- 
fore had anſwer'd him in'a very ſharp 
manner. In a word, Mrs. Eliot, to defend 
the honour of her daughters, told him 
that ſhe had given them ſo virtuous an 
education there was no fear they would 
ever act as Guiton's miſtreſs had done. 
Now who ſhould this woman be, who 
had been thrown into the ſea with her lo- 
ver, but the miniſter's fifter-in-law; his 
niece's mother. An ecclefiaſtic ſeldom 
pardons an outrage of this nature: he had 
led Mrs. Eliot, at his going away, to fe. 
collect that he had firſt given his voice 
to have his ſiſter-in-law put to death, for 
an example to the whole colony; and he 
proteſted with an oath, that as he had 
afted with ſo much ſeverity againſt his 

_- own 
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wn family, he ſhould employ much 
rreater againſt thoſe who ſhould ſwerve 
erer ſo Title from their duty. I don't 
doubt, ſays Mrs. Eliot, but he hinted at 
ne of my daughters when he threaten'd 

this manner. The improbability to me 
ere was yeſterday that ſuch a ſcene would 
ave been acted laft night as I find there 
been, prevented me from charg; 2 
py daughters to be more circumſpect 
han ever in their conduct. The evil is 
lone, and we are thereby expos'd to the 
tmoſt reſentment of our miniſter. =—_ 
las! dear mother, faid I interrupting 
er, what name is that you give to the 
noſt ſacred ties that ever were made? 
jou call it an evil, and I defy the miniſ- 
er ever to prove any thing guilty in it... 
confeſs, ſays ſhe, that as you have pro- 
eded in it, it deferves a better name, 
nd I will therefore look. upon your mar- 
age as holy and lawful ; but you don't 
ow what it is to be the object of an 
cleſiaſtic's hatred, and are unacquainted 
ith the character of our parſon in parti- 
lar. Depend upon't, ſays ſhe, he Il fer 
ery engine at work to deſtroy um. 
| MvsrT confeſs that the hearing her 
ilk in this manner, and recollecting the 
reat obligations by which ſhe had bound 

me, 
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me, 1 could not forbear hreaking into: 
violent paſſion: He deſtroy us! ſaid l, 
he ſhould not live a moment longer could 
I think he harbour'd: the leaſt thought of 
that kind. Don't be afraid, madam, ſaid 
I, tho' there are but ſix of .us,,.I;yet be 
lieve we are capable of making a greater 
number dread. us: We'll do ourſelus 
juſtice, ſince we are forc'd to it 3 and be 
aſſur'd that we won't do any thing that 
ſhall prejudice you. — I was going to 
my companions, in order to encourage 
them to ſtand up, in their own defence; 
but Mrs. Eliat ſeeing. me in ſuch a piſ 
ſion, deſir'd me to ſtay a little till I wa 
cooler. I then deſir'd her to give orden 
for Angelica's being call'd, whom I de. 
fir'd to preſent to her mother. She came 
in with an air of confuſion. Come, dear 
eſt creature, ſaid I, come and thank th 
kindeſt of mothers, who forgives, u for 
marrying without her conſent 30, twas the 
only we had reaſon to dready, but he 
goodneſs is not to be parallelFd- by any 
thing, except the malice of her enemies 
I thank heaven that they are ours at the 
ſame time; and methinks I bind myſelf u 
you as ſtrongly by the oaths I have made to 
defend and revenge you, as by;that I hare 
taken to love you eternally. Mm. Ek 

| 3 wo V 
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vas extremely kind — this occaſion. 
e entreated me to calm my tranſports, 
and not to diſcover my reſentments till 
{ich time as the parſon ſhould go about 
o put his threats in execution. Then, 
aid ſhe, I ſhall exert myſelf to the ut- 
noſt for both your ſakes. She then em- 
rac'd her daughter, ſhedding a few tears 
at the ſame time. She ſaid, that indeed 
ſhe ſhould never have conſented to our 
marriage in caſe we had aſk'd it; but 
hat ſince providence had order*'d matters 
0 happily, ſhe could not but expreſs the 
ſatisfaction it now gave her. However, 
laid ſhe, I am far from being cafy in my 
mind; and I apprehend ſo many dread- 
ful conſequences, either from the parſon 
nd our old men, who will not fail of 
condemning the ſteps you have taken; or 
from you and your companions, who 
very poſſibly will oppoſe the meaſures 
ey intend to take, and uſe you in a 
cruel manner, that I cannot forbear ſhud» 
dering when I think of our impending 
fate. I again aſſur'd her, that whatever 
right be the event, ſhe ſhould not be e. 
pos d to the leaſt danger ſo long as I ſhould 
be able to-defend her. 
Wars Iwas endeavouringtoentourage 
ber in this manner, and dividing my ten- 
Vol. II. H derneſa 


be 

derneſs between my good mother. in- lab 
and my dear wife, word was brought men. 

that a ſervant- of the miniſter's defir'd ut. 

ſpeak with me. I was going to ſend hin fe 

back without hearing what he had to ſai 
but Mrs. Eliot advis'd me to the contra: 
ry. The ſervant told me that his maſter 
wanted to ſpeak with me that inſtant 
his houſe, Poſſibly in the paſſion I wa 
in I ſhould have — to go, had I not 
conſider*d that I might poſſibly hear ſome 
thing in this viſit that might be of adyan- 
tage to us, and upon that I went thither; 
and being come, was carried to a par- 
lour, where I was very much ſurprized 
to find the reſt of my companions, : They 
told me that the miniſter had ſent ſot ob 
them alſo, and as we were alone, I ac. 
quainted them what I had heard from 
Mrs. Eliot, and hinted the confequence 
they were to draw with regard to them- 
ſelves, from the circumſtances; ſhe had 
inform'd me of. Mrs. Eliot, ſaid I, 184 
- woman of great wiſdom and experience; 
| ſhe trembles for her daughter and myſelf, 
and depend upon't that *tis not without 
cauſe ; nor is there any evil can befal us on 
this occaſion but you muſt be involved 
in it; when I therefore mention my intereſt 
co you, I believe your's muſt be —_— 
$ RES: 
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ble from it. They all anſwer'd, that 1 
need not mention any other motives than 
thoſe of friendſhip to engage them to de- 
fend both mine and my wife's cauſe; not =_ 
to mention, that as we had mutually em- 
bark'd in one affair, we muſt conſe- 
quently be bound by one common inte- : 
reſt, Saying this, we engag' d ourſelves | 
that inſtant, by the moſt dreadful oaths, 1 
to ſtand by each other to the laſt drop of 
our blood. As I had firſt propos'd this 
new confederacy, and they called to mind 
the ſervice I had done them in-the mea- 
dow, they choſe me for their head, and 
nominated Gelin my aſſiſtant z and this 
being done, they took a freſh oath to 
obey us implicitly, in all things which 
ſhould relate to our common intereſt, 
and that of our wives; and this was done 
In an inſtant, 1 3 ? Hoyt „ 
Bur now the miniſter came in, I gaz'd 
upon him with eyes glowing with rage 
and indignation, for I abhorr'd both his 
perſon and behaviour. He addreſt him- .. 
(elf to me firſt, thinking that the late 
ſcene was of my contriving. The 
whole colony, faid he, is very much diſ- 
guſted at your behaviour. Tis a thing 
unheard of among us, for people of your 
ge, who are already bound by the moſt 
1 fl 2 holy 
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Holy promiſes, to wives whom providence 
itſelf has allotted you, ro walk out in the 
night-time with perſons of another ſex, 
As this has given the utmoſt ſcandal, wy 
are-reſolv'd not to let it paſs uncenſurd 
We are not eaſily impos'd upon by fidi- 
tious ſtories: Where had you been thi 
morning, ſaid he to me with a ſever 
voice, when I met you with a company 
of young women; women loſt to all 
ſenſe of modeſty ? (Na 
Tux ſhort but warm converſation | 
had juſt before had with my companion, 
and that I had with Mrs. Eliot, left the 
ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon me; ſo that I fu 
muſt confeſs that I was not cool enough cnc 
to anſwer this haughty queſtion with tem- a 
per and moderation. When we fir 0 
came-into the iſland, ſaid I ro him in 1 che 
no leſs angry tone, we juſtly imagin'd_ n 


that all the privileges which the inhabi- fiir 

tants enjoy, would be indulged us, andi ttc 
eſpecially the two principal ones, I mean Le 

liberty and equality. In cafe we do ac- 9. 
knowledge any ſuperiority here over us, ber 

tis not chat of a private perſon, whole dre 

only office is to read prayers in church, Ver 

but that of the general aſſembly of the di 

colony only. I would therefore, Sir, faid 9 

0 


I, adviſe you to lay aſide that haughty 
5 B and 
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and imperious air, which becomes you 
worſe than any other perſon: We'll give 
an account of our actions to thoſe who 
re impower'd to enquire. into them: 


ziſter's pride; however, after a moment's 
filence he recover'd. Don't fall into a 
miſtake, faid he; tho' I don't aſſume any 
authority in this place, I yet declare to 
you that I ſpeak the ſentiments of the 
whole colony, and in their name I again 
aſk you where you had been this morn- 
ing? As he was ſo very urgent, and feat- 
ing to prejudice our matters in cafe I re- 
fus'd to anſwer ; I then refolved to put an 
end to the affair, by telling him at ance 
- = were married.: upon which I 
ok n my companions, to prepare 
them e — ing to Rear, 
in order that they ſhould ſee Idid not doany 
thing imprudently and without reflection 3 
fe turning about to the muſter. 
_ then, ſai os him _ an ea» 
and reſpectful viour, t you 
m ſo very deſirous of knowing: We 
are — and therefore i 
kem'd ſo unjuſt or ſo ill-contriv'd as that 
odious ceremony of caſting lots for wives: 
neither an Engliſhman nor a Frenchman can 
luffer their hearts to be tyranniz d over in 
EE this: 


Theſe words quite diſconcerted the mi- 
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this manner. We have had recourſe tg 
our native privileges, and therefore hay 
ourſelves made choice of the moſt tender, 
the moſt amiable women for our wivey 
women. who will hereafter. divide out 
pleaſures and pains, and adminiſter freſh 
| delights to us in this calm and innocent 
| ſear. *T would have been impoſſible for 
us to be happy without them, and as we 
were aſſur'd that felicity would attend up. 
on us when we were brought hither, we 
hope we ſhall be ſuffer'd to enjoy what 
only can make us happy. Having faid 
theſe words, I made a low bow to him, 
which my companions did alſo, but with. 
out opening their lips. e. 
Ir would be to no purpoſe for me to 
attempt to deſcribe the firſt -motions « 
his ſurprize and indignation : He alter- 
nately bluſh'd and turn'd ' pale twenty 
times in a minute; he ſwell' d, but was 
unable to open his lips, or to breathe his 
rage, which ſeem'd ready to break ort. 
I was aſham'd to ſee him in ſuch tranſ- 
ports:; upon which I beckon'd to my 
companions to follow me, and going 2. 
way, I ſaid to him; You now, Sir, have 
been let into our ſecret, which we told 
you purpoſely that you might make it 
public. Tis the property of guilt - 
C.oad RS. 5 Conce 
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nceal itſelf as much as poſſible, but we 
cannot reproach ourfelves with any crimes. 
He then anſwer' d, that he'd prove us 
guilty of more than one, and would find 
out means to puniſh us, upon which we 
ft him. My companions thanked me 
a thouſand. times for the ſervice I had done 
them z proteſted that they were much ea- 
fer in their minds, and indeed I myſelf 
was ſo. We now did not ſcruple to ac- 
quaint every one we met with what had 
happen'd: ſome ſeem'd to approve it, 
and others ſeem'd ſurpriz d, and would 
not tell us what they thought. We then 
renew'd our mutual engagements before 
we ſeparated; and the better to purſue 
our meaſures in concert, we reſolved to 
continue our aſſemblies twice a week in 
the meadow, ﬀÞJ" | 
ney IRZTURN'p to Mrs. Eliot, who waited 
for me with the utmoſt impatience: She 
hal immediately approv'd the refolution I had 
taken to divulge the whole to the miniſ- 
in. ter and all the people we met; and ſhe, 
as well as myſelf, look*d upon it as a bur- 


* den we had thrown off. She then ſaid 
we! to me, after all the apprehenſions we 
od were under, what had we to fear from 


it the miniſter's reſentments? What harm 
off] an he do us. Has he any power over 
al ; H 4 | my 


e oe Liu 

my daughter? I conſent to her being 
your wife, and who has a greater auth. 
rity over her than me? But notwithſtand. 
ing theſe reflections, Mrs. Eliot could no 
forbear being uneaſy when ſne confider' 
the miniſter's implacable temper, and the 
diſpute ſhe had had with him. She deſit d 


me to repeat to her what had paſt be. 
tween the miniſter and myſelf. This I did; 


and thereby increaſed her pain, as ſhe 


fancied his anger would be fatal to u. 
He had mention'd ties and promiſes, and 


expreſs'd himſelf in ſuch a manner, as tho 
he look'd upon us as engag'd to our fic 
ritious wives, Heavens! ſaid Mrs. Ziv, 
after muſing a moment, how could this 
reflection ſlip me? You'll find, faid the, 
that he'Il gather all his venom from that 
quarter, and give it all. the force that ha- 
* _— can inſpire. e 15 
Wx ſpent part of the day in arguing 
upon * * <2; T ſent 
but a ſervant from time to time, with or- 
ders to enquire what was doing in the vil- 
lage, and the conſtruction that was put 
upon our adventure. He return'd alittle 
after we had ſent him out in the evening, 
and told us, that all the old men had met 
in the veſtry at the miniſter's deſire. We 
did not doubt but twas to debate upon 
1 dur 


Mr. CLEVELAND: 33 
our affair, and this made Mrs.” Ener 
much more anxious; however, my A#- 
lica was not in the leaſt uneaſy, out | 
cold me that love and innocence 
alm'd all her fears. As for myſelf, 
vas fully perſuaded that Mrs. Eliot h 
too much wiſdom to be frighted without 
uſt grounds; I therefore concluded, not- 
withſtanding I had appear'd fo calm and 
undiſturb'd, it would yet be proper for 
me to take ſorne meaſures in private for 
our ſafety. I thought myſelf _ ob- 
hg'd to this, as my Cormpanions put 
me at their head; and accordingly I went 
out in order to aſſemble them. This I 
was oblig*d to do very cunningly; for 
Mrs. Eliot and my wife would not have 
ſuffer d me to leave the houſe till fuch 
time as we had heard what had been re- 
ſoly d upon in} the veſtry, had I not in- 
rented ſome excule. But Gods! how 
blindly did I run to deftruftion! I left 
them purpoſely to get ſuccour, when my 
preſence was ſo neceſlary a little after. 
Ar my leaving the houſe, I ſent a ſer- 
vant to acquaint my faithful friends that I 
was going to the place of our aſſembly, 
and expetted them there. We hadag eed 
upon a kind of watch-word, which was 
given out upon extraordinary occaſions, 
ur ns and 
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and denoted that it was neceſſary for u 
to aſſemble immediately. They all came 
a little after, when I found they had alſo 
heard that the veſtry was met; but 
did not ſeem to be ſo much affected wi 
it, as I expected they wou'd be; however, 
I rouz'd them from their dangerous ſecu- 
rity, by telling them the reflections m 
mother. in- law had made on the-miniſter' 
iſcourſe. Let us, ſaid I, be upon out 
guard, for we are engaged in a very ſe- 
rious affair, Let us tremble for the fate 
of our dear wives, if we are not concern'd 
for-what may happen to our ſelyes.. Who 
knows what lengths the angry temper of 
che miniſter may engage the old men to 
go? Moſt of them are very ſimple 1 
ple, who have been long uſed to follow 
kis determinations, and have them in the ©: 
utmoſt veneration. Let us now ſeewhat I fer 
courſe we ſhall take in caſe they pretend I of 
to fall upon us publickly, * 
1 SEVERAL expedients were -propoſed, ſai 
ſome of which were of a violent nature; Ia 
however, we thought it would be beſt to ih 
try firſt what could be done in a peace- of 
able way. Accordingly, we reſolved to n 
go in a lady to the veſtry, and defire to 
be admitted into it, hoping that a ſincere fol 
declaration of our proceedings would I be 


- 
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make an impreſſion on the old men, and 
ſerve, at leaſt for the” preſent,” to render. 
all the miniſter's deſigns 'againſt us abor- 
tive. Gelin was order*d to ſpeak in our 
name; upon which we ſet forward. E- 
very one of us appear'd ſatisfied with this 
reſolution, which indeed. was the wiſeſt 
we could have taken; but with what pru- 
dence ſoever we had endeavour'd to con- 
duct our ſelves hitherto, heaven had de- 
creed it ſhould have an unhappy iſſue; 
and injuſtice and cruelty were to prevail 
over integrity and virtue. The heads of 
the church, the old men, our judges and 
our fathers, had concerted together to 
ruin us, and this while we were endea- 
vouring to ſoften them by our tears. 

Aras! how t is it for 2 per- 
the fon to have been unhappy, when he is 
hat MW ſentenced to bear the ſad remembrance 
end of his pains, in the midſt of never-end- 
mg ſorrow and deſpair ! It may be juſtly 
ſed, hid of me, that my felicity * ſcarce 
re; MW hiſted above a day. Retrench from my 
t to life thoſe days which T ſpent in the hopes 
ice · ¶ of poſſeſſing Angelica, and that rapturous 
| ro night in which I had attain'd the higheſt 
to point of felicity z whatever preceded or 
ere ¶ followed that ſhort interval of pleaſure, has 
ud been one. continued ſeries of ill fortune and 


1 
miſery, The reader will now find a moſt 


lamentable ſtory. 


As we drew near the village, we ſaw z 


croud of people running towards it, who 
ſeemꝰ d to be invited thither by ſomething 
extraordinary. Tho? I was wholly wrapt 
up in the thoughts of the danger my wife 


was in, I yet did not think ſhe had am 


thing to do in the ſight before us. Ho. 
ever, I ran, in order to gratify my cu- 
rioſity, and 56 thither before my 
companions, I aſk'd what was the matter. 
I was told that Angelica, and ſome other 
young women, had been ſeiz*'d by, order 
of the old men, and confin'd together in 
a cloſe priſon. I was ſtruck ſo prodigj- 
_ vuſly with what I heard, yu I made dem 
repeat it to me again. companions 
being come up, 1 the ſame 
Durpoſe as I had done, and found them- 
elves in pony near the ſame condition 
with my ſelf. They aſk'd one another, 
with an air of the utmoſt confuſion, what 
we were going to do, and how we were 
to begin; but as for my ſelf, I was ſo 
much oppreſs'd, that I was not able to 
open my lips for ſome moments. At 
laſt, embracing him who ſtood next to 
me; Heavens! faid I, my dear friends 
what ſay you to this fatal ſtroke? If — 
0 
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ove your wives as dearly as I do, won't 
you loſe your lives with me in defending 
em? Come along; you have oppo | 
me your leader; you all ſee me die firſt, 
but then don't refuſe me your aſſiſtance. 
Notwithſtanding this tranſport, I recol- 
ected that we had not a ſingle weapon. 
did not know whom we were to fall 
pon, or where my wife was confin'd. I 
might have enquir*d, but reflecting that 
is ſcarce poſſible for a man who is tranſ- 
ported with rage to take a prudent reſo- 
lution, I thought 7 to return to 
Mrs. Elliot's, and adviſe. with her before 
[ attempted! any thing farther. Thereup- 
en ] adviſed my friends to return to their 
ſeyeral quarters; and as it drew towards 
eyening, I made them promiſe to meet in 
the meadow that night, in order to a 
freſh conſultation, We then ſeparated, 
when I ran till T was out of breath. A- 
las! faid I, as I was going, I am undone; 
my ruin is but too ſure; but my enemies 
ſhall not long triumph over me: The 
perfidious miniſter die; he Thall be 
the firſt object of my revenge. As I 
drew near to the houſe, I obſery'd three 
men walking up and down before it, who, 
a ſoon as they ſaw me, came upon me. 


had not the kaſt ſuſpicion of what 1 


intended. Tex were three of the mini. 
ſter's agents, who waited to ſeize me; x 
like number were waiting for each of my 
companions, They ſurrounded; me, and 
tho' I made a vigorous reſiſtance, they 
held me fo faſt that it was impoſſible for 
me to eſcape out of their hands, So un- 
worthy a treatment threw me into the 
higheſt tranſports of rage, for I wa 
dragg*d, rather than led to priſon. . As 


I made a great ſtruggle to get out of Ml vil 
their hands, a great many people flock'd Ml neſ 
about us; I begg'd them to ſuccour me, ¶ enc 
by e i» them the miniſter's ty- WM ve 
ranny and injuſtice; they heard me, but ¶ of 
did not fay a word; ſo that I did not WM Ge; 
know whether they were touch'd with my IM fur 

. Calamity or not. At laſt, they forced me ll deſ 
into one of the inner rooms of the ſtore- Ml the 
houſe, where I, found two of my com- vo 
panions. Having done this, they lock d Bl pre 
the door upon us and withdrew, vit - lit 
out ſaying a worre. vit 
Tux companions of my impriſonment I ſo 
were Gelin, and an Engliſhman whoſe name I are 
was Johnſon; and the three others were Wl rea 
alſo confin'd together, Gelin ſeem'd to be ¶ wh 
in as great a rage as my ſelf. The firſt I rel. 
thing he utter d was a dreadful oath, by - 


which he ſwore to be reyenged in a ſignal 
TW 
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manner for the injury which had been 
done him, and afterwards to leave the 
iland with his wife, tho? he ſhould expoſe 
himſelf to a thouſand dangers on the ſea. 
| was for the preſent in too great a paſ- 
fon to condemn his reſentments ; but af- 
ter having eaſed our ſelves by complaints 
and threats, I bid him reflect how diffi- 


cult it would be to execute his deſign; 


and that *twould be acting much more 
wiſely to conſider of expedients with cool- 
neſs, In the farft place, ſaid I, we muſt 
enquire the reaſons why the miniſter and 
veſtry cauſed us to be ſeiz'd. Let each 
of us ruminate a little upon this matter, 


G:lis having a very un thought; I am 


ſure, ſays he immediately, that having 
deſign'd to break off our marriage, as 
the miniſter hinted to us, they thought it 
you'd be proper to ſeize us, in order to 
prevent our conſummating it; for they 
little imagine we have been beforehand 
vith them, If *tis fo, ſaid I, we may 
ſoon put an end to it, by declaring they 
are our wives: but I don't ſee that this 
reaſon, which indeed is a very natural one 
why we ſhould be impriſon'd, has any 


relation to our wives confinement.  Gelin 


cou'd not anſwer this objection, tho“ he 
lad argued juſtly enough with regard to 


us 3 
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us; ſo that as our conjectures extended 
ut to half the truth, it was impoſſible 
for us to take exact meaſures. The only 
reſolution we adhered to was, to ſend wotd 
ro the old men, or the miniſter himſelf, 
that we had ſeveral particulars of the 
higheſt importance to communicate; and 
then to reveal the whole of our marriage 
ro them, and in what manner we had 
compleated it ſo as to render it indiſſo- 
luble. 5 „ 
Tuts was a neceſſary ſtep, and would 
undoubtedly have been ſucceſsful, had 
we been oppoſed by leſs ſubtle adverſaria, 
or our wives been more courageous; but 
the miniſter, when he drew up his ſcheme, 
had weigh'd every thing that made for or 
againſt it. He perceiv'd, that Gelin had 
imagin'd that the conſummation of our 
4 would ruin all his meaſures; 
and indeed, twas purely to prevent it, 
that he had prevail'd with the veſtry to 
ive orders for our being ſeiz'd ; but as 
e was afraid he had deferr'd it too long, 
it being natural to think that a company 
of young perſons who had ſpent the night 
together, would have ſatiated their. ut- 
moſt wiſhes ; his firſt care had been to 
get a complete confeſſion of the whole 
rom our wives. This he had done 1 7 


, 


* 
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6 W:rtful and malicious a manner, that in- 
dle {tad of engaging them to give à faithful 
ly WM :ccount of the 'w , he had on the con- 
td WM rary forced them in fome meaſure to 
lf, MW mike ſuch a depoſition as favour'd his 
the vile views. A moment after they were 
nd carried to priſon he went thither with 
ge WW ſome old men, who were to ſerve as 
ad Wvicnefſes ; when he began to reproach 
To- em in the moſt injurious terms, wich 
their boldneſs in daring to diſpoſe of 
themſelves without — _=_ — 
and the approbation of the veſtry. He 
giye them to underſtand, that fuch an 
union as ours, ſo far from mericng the 
ume of marriage, was an unpardomble- 
crime. At laſt, aſter uſing his utmoſt 
endeavours to fri them, he added; 


ur at he hoped, however, they had. not 
bone any thing which claſh'd with. mo- 
1, Wicſty ; nor ſo far abandon'd virtue, as to 
to Wconſent to any thing indecent in the meas 


ow, Having thus prepar'd' their minds 
by this ſpecious diſcourſe, he then enquir d 
vich an air of authority, what had 'paſs'd 
between us the night before. The tender 
creatures were 6 much puazled at the 
queſtion, that partly thro? fear, partly 
but of modeſty, chey diſguiſed an eſſen- 
tal part of the trut; and the miniſter 
| having 
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having taken down all their words, he 
got it ſign'd immediately by the old men 
who accompanied him. \ Har came from 
thence to the ſtore-houſe, and as he kney 
Gelin and I were more reſolute than the 
reſt, he reſolv*d to viſit us laſt. This in- 
creas'd our misfortunes; for our three 
companions whom he went to firſt, being 
as irreſolute as our wives, he intimidate 
them as eaſily, and extorted 3 — 
them, that. greatly Tur; che 
mon cauſe. 
HE came into our room, at a time 
| when we leaſt expected him, and juſt: 
we were talking about ſending for hin 
. Twas with the utmoſt conſtraint that u 
prevail'd with our ſelves to falute-hin 
civilly, and liſten with temper to what 
ſaid. He was accompanied with four ok 
men. The prejudice he had to me i 
3 and the anſwer I had mac 
im ſome hours before, | prom it 
undoubtedly to ſpeak to me firſt, I» 
| ſure, ſays he to me with a fleeting ah 
that the crime you have been guilty « 
would not be ju jucg' ſo innocent by ti 
veſtry as you would fain have perſuade 
me it wou'd. Young: people are 
raſh and preſum m5. and I ſee but te 


evidendy, that ve have all the mw 0 
win 
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nich are incident to youth. I had ſo 


men much temper as not to make any anſwer 
rom to this diſcourſe. ' He then told me that 
new Wc was come, in the name of the veſtry, 
theo hear more diſtinctly than he had done 


in his own houſe, the ſeveral circumſtances 
of our nocturnal aſſembly, and the par- 
culars of an attempt equally repugnant 
religion and good manners. Clin was 
ring to ſpeak, but the fear I was under 
ſt his vivacity ſhould ſpoil all, made me 
aſten to prevent him. Your reproaches, 
dir, ſaid J don't in the leaſt affect the 
uſtice of our cauſe; I hope that what we 
ve done will be found leſs criminal by 
e veſtry, when they ſhall be told it by 
man of greater impartiality and temper 
in you are maſter of. However, we 
hall not ſcruple to acquaint you with the 
ircumſtances of our marriage, ſince you 
efire it in the name of the veſtry; and 
nat we have done is fo far from inter- 
ring either with religion or virtue, that 
our glory we have not done any thing 
pugnant to either. I then gave him a 
omplete and faithful account of our en- 
zgements; and above all, did not omit 
xpatiating upon the moſt tender part of 
e ceremony. e 


, 8 * 
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H bluſh'd as I ſpoke, and when 1 hat 
_ ceaſed ſpeaking, he turn'd-about to the 
old men, and aſk d them with a maliciou 
ſmile, whether he had not reaſon to tel 
them by the way, that he was now go- 
ing to the moſt cunning and moſt dar 
rous perſons of the company? I ex 
plainly, ſays he, thro' all your arts, but 
adam = - little advantage to yo 
Let me advi u not to aggravate you 
il conduct by: fraud and impe ur 
but imitate the reſt of your companion 
who, if they have acted as imprudently x 

_ yourſelf, are at leaſt more ſincere. As 
did not underſtand well what he mean 
L only proteſted to him chat I would be 
fincere in my anſwers. Tis all a 1 
ys he to me with an air of contempt 
n taking up a | he writ ne my; 
and got it 2 the four old mei 
As he was writing, I aſked my two con 
panions whether they underſtood ti 
meaning of what he had ſaid to us. We 
concluded, that either our companion 
muſt have been over-reach'd, in caſe the 
had made a declaration different trot 
ours; or that they had betray'd us, 
caſe they had done it voluntarily. We 
intreated the minifter to explain himſelf 
more clearly to us, but in vain; and 4 
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only read to us our declaration, which he 
had taken down. He told us that it a- 
greed with that which our wives and the 
eſt of our companions had made; ex- 
cept that being more artful than they 
were, we had pretended, in oppoſition 
to their teſtimony, that we had conſum- 
mated our marriage. Theſe words lettin 
me at once into his intention; Sir, d 
o him, take care what you're about; you 
certainly have an ill deſign, and are go- 
ng to take a very imprudent ſtep. De- 
pend upon it ve told you nothing but 
de truth; and that what views ſoever 
our wives and companions may have had 
n explaining themſelves after a different 
manner, they yet will confeſs the whole 
ruth in my preſence. Yes, fays he, that's 
ater you've had an opportunity to teach 
them their parts, and to be as inſincere in 
weir anſwers as you've been. Saying this 
be left us, without ſpeaking a word more. 
Tis now, ſays I to Gelin, but too ma- 
niteſt that they are endea vouring our 
min; and if we are to believe the miniſ- 
kr, our wives and companions turn our 
dyn wea pons againſt us. Heaven only 
an extricate us out of this calamity ; for 
force will here be of no effect, and truth 
ad juſtice will hardly be attended _ 
| e 


- than my eloquence. Tis going too far 
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the veſtry. The only hopes we have le 

is to . to a —— of — 1 
whole colony. In caſe the veſtry oppoſe 
ſo reaſonable a deſire, our complainu 
will thereby be more juſt, and more d. 
pable of exciting the pity of the people; 
and in caſe they 'indulge our —— n 
you are maſter of ſo. much eloquence, [ 
don't doubt but that if you declare the 
truth of our ſtory, and diſcover the ma 
licious deſigns of the miniſter, but you'll 
win over a majority to our intereſt, - Tho 
Gelin ſeem'd to liſten to me, I yet p 
ceived that his mind was diſtracted, whi 
ſurprized me very much, in a perſon ol 
his vivacity. I reproach'd him for 1 
but he ſtill continued filent, and diſce 
ver'd ſuch an abſence of thought as plainh 
ſhew'd he. was in a deep r&verie. At laſt 
having wo him to anſwer me: Tes 
ſays he, 1 follow your advice witl 
pleaſure, and we?ll appeal to a genen 
aſſembly; but then in caſe we don't mee 
with ſucceſs here, I've a project in view 
which will be of much greater ſervice 


ſays he, growing ſtill warmer; the un 
worthy treatment we meet / with is unpa 
rallelld. Twas with the utmoſt ſtrug 
gle that I imitated your temper 3 

| | miniſter 
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miniſter came in to us, and inſulted us ſo 
f the vilely; but I have thought of an expe- 
dient that will humble his pride, and 
make the colony ſtand in greater awe of 
e bs than they have hitherto done. Ibegg'd 
him to ſpeak plainer; but he told me 
dat would be ſoon enough, when the res 
ce, nedy he meditated was neceſſary to be 
e theW:pplicd ; but then he afſur'd us twas an 
m infallible one, and that we might depend 
oon having our wives in our arms, and 
ThoWour enemies at our feet. Whatever de- 
ign he might have, I deſir'd him to lay 
the thoughts of it aſide for ſome time, 
2n af and prepare to defend our cauſe in the 
Ir it ¶ general aſſembly. The next morning we 
liſcoßß ent our keeper to the miniſter and the 
principal old men, to ſignify to them that 
we acknowledg'd no other tribunal than 
Tes that of the whole body of the colony, 
wich d therefore deſir d they might be ſum- 
moned together immediately. They an- 
meeſſg ver d that our requeſt ſhould be conſi- 
rens er d; but we were ſo fully perſuaded 
vic ey could not refuſe us, that it made us 
far nuch eaſier, Gelin ſpent ſome days in 
& un compoſing his ſpeech, during which I 
pas either reflecking on our caſe,” or diſ- 
rug urſing with Jobnſon on the uncaſineſs 
1 the er wives were under, and the great ten- 
uſtet derneſs 
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derneſs we ow'd: the dear creatures fo 
their generous affection. They had de- 
nied the favours which love had prevail! 
with chem to beſtow, but then we wer 
ſenſible it was out of love and modeſty 
We even ſuſpedted that the miniſter ha 
prompted chem to do this by his art 
ful inſinuations. As for my on 
relied ſo much upon Angelica's affectium be) 
that I did not fear a change; but m 
_ greateſt angutſh was her abſence, and th 
fix*d ö 1 e reren min 
ve ner the * 3 0 

without being — — j ani 
in / the delufive opinion, that we ſhould by 
indulg'd- the liberty of währe e our 
ſelves to the whole — The 6 
day in the morning the miniſter came 
to us, attended by the ſame old men wt 
were with him before. He now ſpoke u 
us with an obliging tone of voice. 
am, _ he, come to bring you bets 
news than you could have expected: I 
exaſperated ſoever the veſtry and 
at your indecent behaviour, we now con 
ſider it as a frailty whiehyoar youth occa 
ſionꝰd you to fall into,” i” We are ſenſible 
that the moſt virtuous: diſpoſitions, 
moſt fold and uniform wiſdom, is ſo 
N time 
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imes the fruit of the greateſt errors: A 
m who has deviated from virtue is more 
lighted with her when he returns to his 
iy; we therefore forget your foibles, 
ich we impute to heedleſſneſs and im- 
rudence. You appeal to a general aſ- 
Wmbly ; but you are vaſtly miſtaken in 
your conjectures, for depend upon it 
ionMicy'd have treated you worſe than we 
hall do: But your crime is of ſuch a na- 
e that it may be judg'd by the veſtry 
"ly, and you may thank heaven that we 
ave reſery*d to ourſelves the cognizance 
f it.  Hearken, ſays he gravely, to the 


ntence which has been pronounc'd in 
our favour. He then read a paper, the 
ubſtance whereof was as follows: That 


ho' Guiton had been put to death for 
ommitting a crime of almoſt the ſame 
ature with ours, yet the veſtry had 
hought proper to treat us with greater 
dulgence, not only in conſideration of 
eur youth, but chiefly becauſe we were ſo 
tely arriv'd in the iſland, and conſe- 
quently could not be thoroughly acquaint- 
d with the laws and cuſtoms of it: That 
e therefore not only ſentenc'd us to re- 
ave with humility che gentle and chari- 
able correction which the miniſter would 
nflict upon us publickly in the church, 

Vol. fl. < and 
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and atone by three weeks: confinemer 
for the ſcandal we had given to our bre. 
thren: That after this we ſhould be 
liberty to cohabit with our lawful wire, 
with thoſe which God had been pleaſe 
to appoint us by lot, and whom we had 
ſolemnly accepted in the preſence: of hex 
ven and earth, and promiſed to live with 
them in the ſtricteſt union, to behave as 
tender huſbands, good proteſtants, and 
peaceable citizens: That with regard tr 
the fix immodeſt young women, whe 
had abus'd ſome advantages they had re 

ceived from nature, to make us ſwerve 
from our duty, and engage us to form 
with them the moſt abominable ties, 
which they had preſum'd to call by the 
name of marriage, in prejudice to thoſe 
we had contracted with our only lawful 
wives, the veſtry would defer pronoun 
cing their puniſhment till the next afſem- 
bly, till when they ſhould. continue in 
cloſe confinement, without being allowed 
the liberty of ſpeaking to their friends anc 
relations. Such was the favourable de 
cree which the miniſter prongunc'd in the 
name of the veſtry. Miniſter, veſtry, 
venerable names, ſacred maſks, which in · ¶ on 
Juſtice, treachery and cruelty abus d to our en 
deſtruction. nog ol 

5 IAI 
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[I AAVE given very near the whole par- 
ticulars. of _ fatal decree: . 
ye were not immediately ſenfible of the- 
oſt dreadful circumſtances of it, with 
regard to our wives and ourſelves; but no 
ſooner did Gelin underſtand that they 
book d upon the chance- marriage as a 
lawful one, which diſannulled the true 
ane, but he broke out into ſuch a lamen- 
ation as oblig'd the miniſter to leave off. 
He immediately flew into a dreadful paſ- 
fon, and ſurely never was man in greater 
nge and indignation. In yain I conjur'd 
lim to calm his tranſports, ſince it could 
not be of any ſervice; he was all in a 
me, ſo that I might as well have ſpoke 
o the winds; He broke into a thouſand 
nurious expreſſions againſt the miniſter, 
ind reproach'd him openly with his ma- 
lice and hypocriſy, nor was he more ten- 
ter of the veſtry and the whole, colony; 
nd adding threats. to reproaches, he 
wore he would employ fire and ſword to 
defend our wives and us. The miniſter, 
om this fury had at: figſt diſconcerted 
little, recover d himſelf, and calling to 
nind undoubtedly that we were his pri- 
oners, and therefore could more eaſily 
employ threats than put them execution: 
Twas undgubtedly TH refle&ion, I 5 y. 
8 chat 
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that made him ſo bold as to inſult ; 
with the poignant raillery, which threy 
Gelin into ſuch a rage that he was going to 
ruſh upon him, had I not ſtopp'd him 
Leave us, ſays I to the miniſter, if your: 
have any wiſdom left, and don't force wc: 
to puniſh your treachery and inſults. He 
left us; and at the ſame time advis'd u 
with the moſt malicious air to obey the 
will of heaven, and the order of our ſus 
periors. | | 
GEL IN was now very angry with 
me for checking his rage, but I rep 
ſented to him that *twas very happy for 
us Thad kept myſelf from breaking out 
D'ye think, ſays I, I am not as much 
fected as yourſelf with the indignities we 
have received? I was as much exaſperated 
as you could be at the miniſter's dil 
courſe, and had I thereby expos'd m 
own life only, I ſhould have vented m 
— in as furious a manner as you did 
ut then are we not to conſider our wiv 
who wait for our ſuccour? What wil 
become of them in cafe we by our i 
rudence put it out of our power to de 
4 them? They trembie undoubted 
at the danger they are in, but how great 
ly will their terrors increaſe when t 
come to hear the ſentence which _ 
— or 
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refuge thoſe innocent creatures have is, 
our love and the promiſes we made them. 
They without doubt are thinking on us 
now, are diſcourſing upon us; and in 
caſe they have any hopes left, tis ground- 
ed on our tenderneſs, our fidelity, pru- 
dence and courage. Ah! dear Gelin, 
faid I, embracing him, what reſentments 
will not motives like theſe ſuppreſs! and 
can anger pretend to diſpute with love ? 
Notwithſtanding he for ſome time; heard 
me with pain, I yet obſerv'd that my 


tranſports. He own'd his imprudence; 
and as he lov'd his wife tenderly, the re- 
fc&tions he made on the danger to which 
ſhe was expos'd, melted him into tears, 
when he aſſur'd me that even his anger 
from the violence of his love. 


d mi But now beginning to perceive that his 
did Mage againſt! the miniſter would infallibly 
ive make our affair worſe; he then told me 
vil would be time enough to employ the ex- 
r im pedient he had before hinted to me. His 


his daring and enterpriz ing genius. 


after his arrival in the iſland, to view the 
tore-houſe all over, when he made nice 
e 13 ob- 


tory has paſt upon them? The only 


arguments had calm'd the violence of his 


deſign, as we ſhall find, correſponded with 
He had had the curioſity, a few days 
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obſervations on the order anddifpoſition e 
this vaſt edifice, and had taken notice that 
the arms which the inhabitants brought 
out of Europe were ſtor'd carefully in a 
room at the top of the ſtore-houſe, tho 
they were ſeldom made uſe of. There 
were fifty or threeſcore muſkets, ſever: 
piſtols, a great number of ſwords, and 
ſome barrels of powder. The door of 
the room where they were ſtor*d was ne 
ver ſhut, and that of our apartment wa 
not ſo ſtrong but we might break it open 
Celiu, after he had made theſe obſerva 
tions, fancied that as we might very ez 
ſily ſeize upon the arms and the powder 
it would give us an opportunity not © 
of triumphing over the miniſter and the 
veſtry, and defending ourſelves again 
their machinations, but of making our 
ſelves maſters of the iſland. He had of 
jected to himſelf, that as there was but 
three of us we ſhould ſcarce be able to ge 
through ſo ſignal an attempt; but h 
fruitful invention ſoon hit upon an ex 
dient for this. In the firſt place, we 1a\ 
twas an eaſy matter for us to farce our wa) 
to our companions, who were confin'd 1 
another part of the ſtore-houſe: What 
reaſons ſoever we had to complain of their 
fearfulneſs, there was no doubt but they © 


re 
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be more courageous when they ſhould 
be animated by our exhortations and ex- 
ample 3 but Gelin's chief hope was ground- 
ed on circamitances of a quite different 
nature, and theſe he ſet in fo plauſible a 
light, that I was highly delighted with 
his project, and found it concerred with 
much more judgment than I had thought 
him capable of. Notwithſtanding the 
boaſted: feverity of manners of the inha- 
bitants, and their zeal with regard to the 
obſervation of the laws and the deciſions 
of their old men, we are to lay it down as a 
principle that we have to do with men, and 
as ſuch they can never be able to ſuppreſs 
the ſenſations of nature. Our wives have 
relations who love them very tender ly, 
and therefore cannot but ſympathize in 
their misfortunes. Theſe felations have 
friends and ſervants : If we ſuppoſe that che 
fx families of our wives have each four 
friends, and each of thoſe friends'a ſervant, 
here are above fifty perſons on whoſe ſuc- 
cour we may depend, or at leaſt wemay be 
lure they won't oppoſe us. But why may 
ve not flatter ourſel ves that we, by ufing 
arguments and entreaties, may bring them 
over to our intereſts, and perhaps aſſiſt 
us to recover our freedom? _—_— 
Gelin, I ſhall — to do, and Ir 7 
| 4 o 
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ſo much on the eloquence you are pleaſed 
to compliment me with, that I don't de. 
ſpair of ſucceſs. I ſhall repreſent to them 
that ſo far from deſigning to do any thing 
in oppoſition to religion and the laws, 
no perſons ſhall pay a greater regard to 
them than us; that our only deſign is to 
defend ourſelves againſt the 2 ty- 
ranny, and obſerve inviolably our plight- 
ed oath to their daughters; that it affect 
their honour no leſs than our happineh 
and repoſe; in fine, that -we are their 
children, their daughters huſbands, and 
that we ought to have the ſecond place 
in their hearts. I have no notion, fa 
he, of the human mind, if theſe- cont 
derations .don't make ſome impreſſions 
on them. I then will reveal 2 
to them, and my opinion is, that ſo far 
from condemning it, they'll declare o- 
penly in our favour; and when this is 
done, we'll ſeize upon the iſland, the mi- 
niſter and the elders; and eſtabliſh ſuch 
an order as we ſhall think proper. 
Evzxy thing appear'd not only feaſible 
but eaſy in this project. Fohn/on approv'd 
it no leſs than I did; however, we look'd 
upon it as our laſt refuge, and therefore 
were not to have recourſe to it but in the 
laſt extremity. Gelin was for putting it 
4 mm 
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in execution that very evening; or at 
laſt, that we ſhould attempt to break 
our of priſon in the night, go to our 
wives relations, and perſuade them to 
uke up arms in our favour. We all 
conſented to this. But tho? it were poſſi- 
ble for us to break our door open, yet this 
could not be done without our keeper's 
perceiving it. the next day. This wou'd 
occaſion us to be confin'd more ſtrictly, 
and conſequently ruin all our hopes. 
G:lin was forced to confeſs, that the ſeve- 
ral parts of his enterprize muſt be exe- 
cuted at the ſame time; that is, we muſt 
ſize upon the powder and arms the very 
night we broke out of priſon. This we 
promiſed to do very ſoon, and only in- 
treated him to delay it till ſuch time as 
we were ſure the veſtry were reſoly'd to 
put their ſentence in execution. ET 
Tu next day the miniſter made u 
mother viſit, when I whiſper'd Gelin to 
keep his temper. We. waited in ſilence 
to hear what our enemy had to ſay, He 
made but a very ſhort harangue, in which 
he ſaid with great mildneſs, that as the 
morrow was a day of publick prayer, on 
vhich all the colony were to meet at 


. - 


church, he thought we wou'd * refuſe to 
to it, to 
hear 


ſuffer ourſelves to _ eonductec 
5 : 5 . 


hear the ſentence which the veſtry ſhould Il 1 
pronounce upon us. We were ſo far from 
diſapproving this order, that ve were i © 
overjoy'd to hear him mention «' public p 
aſſembly of the colony, and that we were I 
allow'd to go to it. This was our great- g 
eft deſire; upon which he went out, high- n 
ty fatisfied at the promiſe we had made if © 
him of going to it with joy; and indeed, 
we congratulated one another upon this 
event, which reviv'd our former hopes, 
Gelin had prepared a _— pathetic diſ- 
courſe, which he propoſed to pronounce 
to the people. We did not at all doubt 
but it would occalion a happy change; 
were ſurpriz'd: that the miniſter did not 
mike that reflection himſelf, and thank'd 
heaven for it, looking upon it as an omen 
of our better fortune. But in the even- 
ing we receiv'd a piece of news -whic 
damp'd theſe tranſient ſenſations of Joy 
for the keeper coming in to us, took 
aſide, when he told me, that for Mrs 
Eliot's fake he had undertaken to put 
letter from her into my hands. Here it 
is, ſays he; but you ſhall promiſe me 
hever to reveal what I have nõw done, t 


the miniſter. This I promis'd to do 

and was perſuaded by the fear he diſec by! 
ver'd, that this fiery eccle ſiaſtic had u. der 
4530 == ſurp'd 
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ſurp'd a great power over the inhabitants, 
at the ſame time that he ſeem'd deſirous 
of eſtabliſhing a perfect equality. I o- 
pen'd Mrs. Eliot's letter, and ſure every 
line was a dagger to my heart. She be- 
gan by calling her ſelf the moſt unhappy 
mother that ever liy*d, and then reproach- 
ed me with having broke the vows I had 
made to her daughter. Such a report 
indeed had been {pread, by the miniſter, 
who had put that conſtruction on our 
complying ſo readily to go the next _ 
to church. But notwithſtanding the di- 
ſtracting opinion Mrs. Eliot entertain'd, 
ſhe yet diſcover'd ſome tenderneſs even in 
her reproaches. Cruel Bridge did ſhe 
lay, do you thus abuſe the tenderneſs of 
a mother, and a daughter's weaknels ! 
What harm had either 'of us done you? 
Alas! can we reproach our ſelves with 
any thing but loving you too well? She 
ended her letter with a circumſtance that 
was ſtill more cutting, by informing me 
in the moſt melancholy terms, that the 
veſtry had ſentenced their daughters to 


me be ex pos d at their going out of the church 


vith different marks of ignominy; and to 
ſtand an hour publickly to be ſcoff d at 
by all the inhabitants. O Gelin/ ſaid I, 
trembling, after 1 had read theſe fatal 

I 6 | words; 
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words; O Fohn/on / tis now we muſt die, v 
or ſave our wretched wives. I gave them b 
the letter to read, during which I did no- ü 
thing but weep and complain, in which n 
they ſoon ſympathized with me. Gelin Ml & 
was in ſuch a furious tranſport, that he ¶ ti 
tore his hair from his head; when butti cc 

his head againſt the door, in order to break 
it open, he cry'd out, To arms! my dear i tc 
friends, let's not loſe a moment. Alas! 
we ſhall certainly be too late. The ra ta 
he was in brought me a little to my ſelf ; Ml b. 
upon which J deſir'd him to be cool for ea 
a moment: We are now, ſaid I, at the il 
criſis of our fate, and poſſibly our lives p 
ære at ſtake: for heaven's ſake, dear Gelin, be 
don't let us ruin all by our imprudent a1 
tranſports. I'm as much concern'd in m 
this affair as your ſelf, and would at- or 
_ tempt any thing to ſecond, or lead you, ſh ©: 
in whatever you ſhall think proper to at- tf 
tempt ; but let us endeavour to cool our if th 
ſelves, and take a judicious reſolution; Ml 9 
Gelin cried that the only ſure expedient C 
was to take up arms, and revenge our ſh 47 
ſelves by the blood of our enemies. I at ! 
luaſt prevail'd with him to ſtay till _ a 
that we ſhould certainly be diſcover'd, in 
caſe we attempted any thing in the day- 
time; and that *twas a wonder the * 
bs 3 Who 
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who was but juſt gone from us, had not 
been alarm'd at the noiſe we made.” I 
thus prevail'd with him to deliberate on 
matters with greater coolneſs, and to con- 
ſent that each of us ſhould take ſome 
time to digeſt our thoughts, before we 
communicated them to one another. 
AccoRDINGLY, we all three retired 
to different parts of the room, and'ſpent 
about a quarter of an hour in deep medi- 
tation, the ſilence being interrupted only 
by our ſighs. At laſt, Gelin being un- 
eaſy under this conſtraint, cried out, that 
we ſhou'd never hit upon ſo good an ex- 
png as that of taking up arms, and that 
e wou'd not have recourſe to any other. I 
am, ſays I, of the ſame opinion; but as we 
muſt be obliged. to go thro' with it when 
once we have attempted it; and muſt never 
expect to be reconciled to the miniſter and 
the old men, when once we have thrown off 
the maſk ; it will be of the higheſt conſe- 
quence to us to act cautiouſly in this affair. 
Cou'd not we, for inſtance, 'arm our ſelves, 
and at the ſame time conceal our weapons? 
Thus ſhall we be ready to uſe them, in 
caſe we are forced to come to that extre- 
mity; and if your ſpeech ſhould happen 
to make an impreſſion on the people; no 
body will ſuſpect that v are privately 
arm'd, Gelin at firſt rejected this pro- 
T7 Poſal; 
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poſal s Talk not to me; ſays he, d 
ſpeeches or meaſures; all lenitives 
will be of more fatal conſequence than my 
violent expedients. To arms! To arms] 
I'll explain my ſelf to morrow by fare and 
ſword, I let his fury take time to — 
* 
65 


it ſelf, when, knowing his temper, 
preſented to him, as I really th 
that it would be infinitely. more glor 
for us to ſucceed by eloquence: and the 
juſtice of our cauſe, rather than by dint 
of arms. The people, ſays I, will be 
eaſily ſtirred up. Our youth, that of 
our wives, our civility, and the modeſty 
of our behaviour ſince we have been here, 
all plead in our fayour, I am perſuaded 
we ſhall triumph over all the miaiſter' 
artifices; but twould be a melancholy 
reflection, as we have fo much. reaſon to 
hope we ſhall ſucceed by gentle methods, 
to think we ſhould make uſe of one which 
will infallibly ſet the whole colony in a 
flame, and prevent our ever being able to 
live in peace in it. I added ſeveral argu- 
ments of the ſame nature, which at laſt 
5 ans he nec 
IMs periuaged that rere ju 
grounded, ; when I revolv'd them ſo much 
in my mind. Had the veſtry certainly 
paſs ſuch a ſentence on our wives, ic 
would have been impoſſible for us to have 
BRO? | prevented 
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prevented it, ſo that all ve had tb do w 
to hinder its being put in execution. I 
facter'd my ſelf that great things wou'd 


be atchiev'd by Gelin's ſpeech, and the 


kind diſpoſition of the aſſembly, part 
whereof were our wives relations and 
friends. As the fovereign authority re- 
fided in the. body of the colony, all the 
ſentences of the veſtry might be annull'd 
in a moment. If Gelin's eloquence and 
the juſtice of our cauſe, were not able to 
make us triumph over our enemies, I 
was reſolv'd to be the firſt who ſhou'd 
ake up arms; and I did not doubt but 
one man vith his piſtol cock d, wou'd 


drive away a croud of defenceleſs people, 


who for twenty years had not heard the 
report of a gun. My ſcheme therefore 


was, that we ſhou'd force the door of our 


priſon in the night, and each of us arm 
our ſelves with two piſtols. I no longer 
fear d that the keeper wouꝰd diſcover in 
the morning that we had broke the door 


open; but was perſuaded I was ſafe with 


regard to him, ſince he had undertaken 
to put a letter into my hands, and had 
conjured: me ſo earneſtly not to let it 
come to the mĩniſter's ear 5: not to men- 
tion that he wou d never gueſs che reaſon 
which had engaged us tp! break our door 
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pen. I therefore communicated - my 
plan to my companions, who approy'd 
it, ſo that we waited impatiently for 
night, in order that we might put it in 
execution. 3 D 
Twas come. We had candles to light 
us, when we began to force the door, 
which immediately flew open. We broke 
it ſo artfully, that there appear?d but 
very few marks of our violence. We now 
went up to the room where the arms were 
ſtow'd, when we met with piſtols that 
were no ways ruſty; made choice oſ 
ſuch as we could eaſily put into our poc- 
kets, and took three pair for our compa- 
nions. As I was viewing the muſkets.and 
other fire-arms, which we ſhou'd:be forced 
to leave behind us, I was thinking, the 
better to execute our deſign, that twou d 
be neceſſary to find out ſome method, by 
which we might render all theſe arms uſe- 
leſs. ro thoſe who ſhou'd attempt to em- 
ploy them againſt us. My opinion was, 
that we ſhould ſpend the night in taking 
them to pieces, and afterwards hide them 
in ſome place where they might not be 
eaſily found; but Selin ſpar'd us that la- 
bour. The inſtant; ſays he, that we ſhall 
be forced to have recourſe to arms, one 
of us need only fly to dene 
3 917 cep 
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keep the door of it till ſuch time as he 
ſhall ſee; us advance forward. We'll cer- 
ninly retire to it, as to a fortreſs; ſince 
there is no place where our wives can be 
ſo ſecure. We then ſhall have, not only 
the arms and the powder, but likewiſe all 
the proviſions of the iſland; and conſe- 
quently we ſhall oblige our enemies to 
ſubmit to whatever we-ſhall think proper 
to preſcribe. This hint ſerm'd of ſuch 
uſe, that we applauded: Gelin highly for 
it. And now having prepar'd our piſtols, 
and taken a ſufficient quantity of powder, 
the only thing to be done was, how to 
find out an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
our companions. We were not only to 
zive them their piſtols, but alſo to re- 
proach and animate them. ?T'was an 
eaſy matter for us to find out the ou 
here they were  confin'd, and to ſpeak 
to them thro? the key-hole; but the dif- 
fculty was, how to give them their piſ- 
tols, We fir'd them to ſuch a pitch by 
our diſcourſes, that being no longer abl, 
to deprive themſelves of the pleaſure of 
embracing us, they did not ſtay till we 
adviſed them to force their door, as we 
had done ours, but they burſt it open at 
once. They then-flew. to our arms, and 
ſhed tears for joy. I then afſum'd the 
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ve conjur*d Gelin to call to mind that he 
was not only to defend his own intereſts, 
but thofe of five dear friends, who put 
their happineſs and life in his hands. He 
did not want this advice to animate him. 
But now the hour for going to church 
vas come, ſome of the old men bem 
met at our door, in order to guard and 
conduct us to church, we followed them 
without the leaſt ceremony, and afſum'd 
: chearful air, in order to prevent the 
kaſt ſuſpicion, I nevertheleſs was d 
— in mind, not ſo much from 

e uncertainty of our wives and our own 
ate, which was now at its criſis, but 
fom the grief I felt when I thought af 
Mrs. Eliot s uneaſineſs. I had been tempts 
dd the night before to anſwer her letter, 
in which I intended to complain of her 
for harbouring ſuch an unjuſt opinion of 
me, and to aſſure her of my conſtancy; 
but Geliz and Jobuſon had diſſuaded me 
from it, through the fear they were un- 
der leſt the Keeper ' ſhould betray us. 
The inſtant I came into the church my 
eyes wander d about for my wife, but I 
could not fee her, and was afterwards 
told that The was ſo much out of order 
that they could not bring her to church. 
We were carried into the middle of the 

| | church, 
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church, where the greateſt part of the in. ¶ ſel 
habitants were already aſſembled. - A form MW be 
had been ſet for us, oppoſite to which Ml th; 
thoſe odious creatures were to fit that to 
were deſfign'd for our wives. They were xi 
conducted in a moment after us; we a- pc 
Juted them in a courteous manner: Our 
civility was taken notice of by all the ¶ fro 
aſſembly,. and we could eaſily Jade by [7 
the diſcontent. or ſatisfaction which a 
pear'd in their countenances, the diſpoſi-WMltha 
tion of each perſon with regard to the ce-WMo0 
remony. The miniſter appear'd ſoon * 
after, but we were uncertain whether our ¶ dut 
dear wives were to bear a part in this odd MW nir 
ſpectacle, and did not dare to enquire af. ¶ but 
ter them. How eager ſoever I might be ¶ pi 
to ſee mine again, I did not know whe: WM va: 
ther I ought to wiſh ſhe might appear rec: 
in public, and before her proud rival, ¶ por 
till ſuch time as our fate was pronounc'd; {Wi ! 
but as the miniſter began his prayer with- in 
out taking any notice of them, I ſuppos d nei 
he intended not to take them out of their ¶ aug 
confinement till the time appointed for did 
their ignominy. The miniſter, as ſoon as I fro! 
he had ſaid x prayers, went up WW plo 
into the pulpit; and now the deciſive 
moment was at hand. My companions 
were no doubt in as great emotion 6 f 
„ | 1ell, 
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lf, and the whole aſſembly ſeemed: t6.. 
be not a little mov d. We had agreed, 
that in order that our caution might ſeem 
to be the effect of prudence and a calm 
reſolution, Gelin ſhould not begin to Af 
ſpeak till the miniſter had made an end. = 
We were under very little apprehenſions Ul 
from his diſcourſe, being perſuaded that 10 
Clin would eaſily deſtroy all the argu- 0 
ments he might advance, and ſuppos'd 
that our reaſons would be approv'd as 
ſoon as they ſhould be laid open. 

Tux ſubject of the ſermon was on the 
duties of the married ſtate. Theſe: the 
niniſter explain'd with great eloquence, 
but without making any particular ap- 
plication, the concluſion excepted, which 
was drawn up directly for us. He firſt 
recalled to our * — moſt 
pompous expreſſions, the day when we, 
is %y — bad —— our faith 
n the ſame place, and call'd it an ever- 
memorable day, made ſo by the moſt 
guſt, moſt holy ceremony. What fruits 
did not the whole colony expect to reap 
from it? But a wicked ſpirit, who em- 
ploys its ſeducing arts, and exerciſes its 
tyranny over young minds, had inter- 
rupted the courſe of ſo deluſive a hope; 
this ſpirit had breathed an W 
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"ſhould have excus'd the miniſter, had he 


one might eaſily perceive by our air and 


| dem, can reſiſt the artifices and inſinua- 
tions of a woman, loſt to all virtue, who Wilco 


fion into our hearts, which might have Wn: 
the very ſame effects as hatred; that ig to Ml D; 
fay, diſorder, diviſion, and the ruin of WM oc 
that happy peace which till then had Mia 
made their ifland fo delightful. -- Thanks dd 
to heaven, fays he, the evil was check'd Mu 
in the beginning; but they had- run the WE pla 
greateſt danger, and twas owing, to Pro- vi 
— 
infancy, and bro us ſo ſpeedily b 

to r „ that *rwould ſearce be ima- 
gin'd we had ever ſwerved from it, I 


only mention'& our marriage as a fault, 
and our ſilence as a mark of repentance; 
but he did not ftop here; for upon pre- 
rence of treating us with gentleneſs, and 
to be tender of our welfare by extenua- 
ting his fault, he found means to ſatisfy 
the hatred he bore to Mrs. Eliot in the 
moſt artful manner. He obferv'd, that 


behaviour that Providence had indulg d 
us a: moſt excellent nature, and that we 
ſhould not have ſtruck into the paths of 
error, had we either had no guides at all, 
or ſuch only as were virtuous and faith- 
ful. But what man, tho ever ſo pru- 
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Dangerous ſex } capable of running into 
excels of every kind when once they de- 
rate from modeſty and virtue! Tho” he 


who ſhare in the frailties of their daugh- 
ers by a criminal indulgence, and too 
often by their advice, when their age 
toes not permit them to do it any longer 


icorer*d, by a murmuring found, that 
they underſtood the drift of his ſatyr, and 
liapprov'd it. Mrs. Eliot poſſeſs'd a 
thouſand good qualities: Such an accu- 


gainſt her, made at random, and with- 
sfy out the leaſt grounds, produc'd an effect 
the Write different from what he expected; 
hat br it mov'd the whole aſſembly to com- 
znd v fon for a woman of fo. much virtue, 
gag o was ſo vilely us'd in her abſence, 
we ind poſſibly diſpos'd the people in our 
of vour. Tho' I eaſily perceiv'd that 
all, uings were turning for our advantage, 
th- Wd look'd upon it as a y omen, I 
ru-¶ yet had a | 
ua-¶ prevail with myſelf to hear this mjurious 
ho Eilcourſe out before I diſcover'd' my re- 

. ſentments. 


makes it her whole ſtudy to ſeduce him?” 


id not name Mrs. Eliot after this zea-: 
bus declamation, he yet hinted at her fo. 
plainly in ſpeaking of thoſe weak mothers 


by example; that the whole afſembly _ 


ation as that the miniſter had brought | 


; ſtruggle before I could 


ſentments. In the firſt emotions of my 
o 
1 8, And u very DIV Rave 
forgot that I was in a wi A. had I not 
recolle&ed that I ought, for Mrs. Eliot's 
| fake, to calm my tranſports. - ' 
Wuxx the miniſter had done. ſpeak- 
ing, and ſeem'd ready to come down, in 
order to conclude the ceremony, which he 
ſuppos'd us ready to comply with, Gela 
began to ſpeak with great modeſty ; Lou 
be ſo good, Sir, ſays he, as to give me 
leave to add a word ot two to your ex- 
cellent harangue, and that I myſelf ac- 
quaint the aſſembly with my ſentiments, 
and thoſe of my companions. So new 
and unexpected a ſcene occaſion'd a con- 
fusd murmur, every one endeavouring 
to draw near, and diſcovering a ſurprize 
equal to their curioſity. Gelin, ſo far 
from being diſconcerted at it, was the 
more encourag'd ; and his voice and geſ- 
tures were ſo adapted to his diſcourſe as 
agreably captivated his hearers. I ad- 
vis'd him to get upon the bench we fat 
upon, in order that he might be the bet- 
ter heard. His preamble was very plain 
and ſimple, but this ſimplicity was very 
artful: He firſt declared, that his deſign 
was to lay before the colony the ſeveral 
| cir- 


tion I put my hand to one of my 
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circumſtances of our behaviour ever ſince 
ve had been in the ifland, perſuaded, 
lis he, that in caſe we happen to have 
been guilty of any indecorum or frailty, 
our age and innocence will procure us the 
favour of the inhabitants rather than their 
il- will. This ambiguous manner of pre- 


paring his auditors had the wiſhed-for 


effect: it prevented the miniſter's putting 
1 ſtop to his diſcourſe, becauſe, as it 
concealed from him our real intentions, 
ke fancied it would ſecond his deſign, and 
that nothing but repentance could have 
extorted from us a confeffion of our 
faults ; nor was it leſs ſucceſsful with re- 
gard to the inhabitants, for as it left them 
n doubt whether we were going to op- 
poſe or ſubmit to the ſentence of the con- 


ſtory, it prevented their forming thoſe 


prejudices which generally ariſe for or a- 
gainſt a perſon accus'd, when he profeſſes 
himſelf to be innocent, or acknowledges 
himſelf guilty; and Gelin was perſuaded, 
tat by making an impreflion afterwards 
on their hearts, he ſhould intereſt them 
n our behalf by an artful and pathetic 
declaration of the juſtice of our cauſe, 
and the malice of our enemies. He then 
related in the moſt ſincere manner the re- 
lections we had firſt made on the cere- 
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which we thought ourſelves oblig'd to 
that to this motive was added ſome hopes 


this reflection had ſupported us till the 


our countenances diligently, might eaſily 


fortune would confirm this diſpoſition, 
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mony of caſting lots, the firſt time it was but 

ropos'd to us, the conferences we had Wil 
afterwards held on that important article, 
the diſinclination we had to obey it, and 
at the ſame time the reſolution with 


conceal our inclinations, purely to. give 
the colony a proof of our docility, and 
the reſpect we had for it. He confeſs'd, 


that heaven would reward our ſubmiſ-. prev 
fion, and direct the chance in ſuch a man- 
ner as was agreable to our deſires ; that 


inſtant the ceremony began, and thatour 
ſincerity was apparent by the eaſy and 
undiſturb'd air with which we came into 
the church; but that thoſe who examin'd 


erceive a great damp upon our ſpirits; 
— as * of — lon 
declare themſelves more | ſenſibly th: 
by thofe involuntary emotions, we hac 
interpreted them in the moſt natural 
ſenſe, that is to ſay, as a token that 
heaven allotted us thoſe women, for 
whom it had ſuddenly inſpir'd us with 
the ſtrongeſt affection; that we had flat 
ter*d ourſelves for ſome moments that 


but 
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was but that having found it contrary to our 


ad riſhes, it was not in our power to ſup- 


cle, Ipreſs the impreſſions chance had firſt 
ind {Mnade on our hearts; that we had attend- 
ith ed to che reſt of the ceremony againſt our 


to aclinations; that ſo far from once think- 
veins to form any engagement with thoſe 


vomen whom fate had allotted us, that 
had it not been for the great reſpect we 
had to the aſſembly, we never could have 
prevailed with ourſelves to ſalute them, 
yhich was the only mark we reſolved e- 


kad ſufficiently declared our ſentiments 
by the delay we had ſo much inſiſted up- 
mM, and with which we ſeem'd to be ſo 
much pleaſed when it was granted us. 
To this Gelin added, that as marriage 
ſuppoſes the conſent of the will, we there- 
fore might look upon ourſelves as free at 
dur coming out of the church; that we 
id always argued on that hypotheſis, 
ad that having met immediately after 
e ceremony was over, in order to deli- 
berate on the common cauſe, we had ſo 
little notion that it could be ſuppos'd we 
were engag*d, that this article had not 
ſo much as once been debated upon; 
that we had been checked only through 
ion, Ide fear we were —_ of diſpleaſing the 

Tn 2, in- 


n F — A 
— — — IEEE, 4 _— as 
8 

$43 r 


—— 

. S 4 2 RW 4 

3 r 
> 


IF oy. es a 4 
— — — 
— Oo o 2 F 
NEE] 33 PST LENT 2 = * 
— ſn POE II dA en po SOR a 
—— af * — 7 a. 


1 


3 2 * 
* "Xi My C ALT 
be * 


rer to give them of our eſteem; that we 


1 9 
2 * =_ 
ou DAG — 2 


he FE EE N = 
Wy 


* ; 
— ck II om a 9 — 
* * — — — — —— - * * 
— —— P — Yr r Se 
— * —_—_ dt 8 — 3 = pus 
— e 


f 


% Tie Lifr 7 


never force us to do any thing againſt 


fice, by which we did not ſo much in 


which I before acquainted you was ex 


inhabitants, in cafe we ſhould difpofe of 
ourſelves otherwiſe than they intended ; but 
that fear was ſoon over-balanced by hope, 
when we conſidered that we had not 
been brought out of Europe to be made 
wretched ; and that as religion, mildneſ 
and equity were characteriſtics peculiar to 
the whole colony, he hoped they would 


our inclinations. Our orator aflur'd the 
aſſembly that *rwas on this foundation we 
had form'd the plan of an innocent arti 


tend to impoſe upon the inhabitants, ai pz 
to ſpare both themſelves and us a multi 2 
tude of uſeleſs arguments, which would te 
only have ſuſpended the completion offi io 
our deſires. He then related what each no! 
of us had done in order to ſucceed ii nil 
them; the difficulties we had been ob in 
lig'd to ſurmount before we could max po! 
our wives liſten to our paſſion ; the ar 8a 
guments we employ'd to prove theylll 7 
might indulge it without offending mo det 
deſty ; the order, and the prudent and the 
virtuous meaſures we had taken the nigbi tur 
we ſolemniz'd our marriage; and laſtly, plc 
he repeated the very words of the oath 5 !ho 
which we had bound ourſelves to them, ou! 

al 
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fe off preſs'd in the ſtrongeſt and moſt binding 
z but exprefſions. I obſerv'd that his ſpeech 
hope, Ml began to work upon the audience in our 
| nor favour 3 and as he was now entring upon 


did not doubt but he would at laſt win 
over the whale aſſembly. 3 | 
AnD indeed, changing the ſimple and 
reſolute view in which he had hitherto 
ſpoke, he ſoon made his auditors ſenſi- 
ble that eloquence is the gift of nature, 
independent on age or profeſſion, His 
geſtures, his attitude, his eyes, every 
part of him was expreſſive: He was 
E he was melted, in ſhort, he 
dem'd to feel alternately the ſeveral paſ- 
ſions he endeavour'd to.inſpire. He did 
not break into invectives againſt the mi- 
niſter, but then he repreſented his malice 


poſed to it our ſincerity and innocence 

gave ſo moving a deſcription of the beau- 
ty of our wives, their virtue, their mo- 
deſty, and the violent paſſiqn we had for 
them; in a word, he gave ſo odious a 
turn to the violence which had been em- 
ploy'd againſt us, and above all, to the 
ſhocking ſentence which had paſs d upon 
our dear unhappy wives, that the moſt 
barbarous ſavage muſt have been touch'd 
| | = with 


the moſt affecting part of the diſcourſe, 


in very lively colours, and ſtrongly op- 
he 
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with his diſcourſe. e as tho' he 
were recover'd fro his tranſport, Alas! 
dear brethren, ſays B 5; with à tender an 
pathetic air, you who ſeem rouch'd wit 
our calamity, and the anguiſh we fee! 
ſhall we not merit your compaſſion ! Tg 
you our innocence flies for refuge; tc 
3 tribunal it appeals: We have not 
ere either tender f thers or affectionate 
brothers, whoſe ſuccour we may invoke 
we have abandon'd them purpoſely fo 
the ſake of living with you: if we have 
any refuge left, tis in thoſe who are 
friends to juſtice and virtue, 4 Were 
we not aſſur'd that every qualit 
prevailed here? Is not this 1 peaceable 
| 3 where we were promis'd fo muc 
* ineſs? What motive had we 
eave our co than the hopes of 
Gag: a calm and virtuous life among 
you, and of being inceſſantly prompted 
bo — actions by your example: 
3 2585 mo we were flatter'd with 
the hopes of enjoying, reproach; i 
Rae nh . and the deep an 
uiſh of ſeeing what we love deareſt torn 
Fm our arms? Alas! d'ye think the 
forcing them from us was not a mortal 
blow? D'ye believe we could ſee this and 
not reſolve to ſpend the laſt drop of blood 
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in their defence? No, no, don't imagine 
they ſhall be raviſn'd from us, or we 
tamely ſubmit to the ignominy that is 
prepar'd for them: This barbarous ſen- 
tence ſhall never be put in execution till 
the laſt drop of blood trickles from our 
veins. Be not aſham'd to kill us, if you 
do not bluſh to diſhonour our dear wives: 
by that action the malice of our enemies 
would be triumphant. But why ſhould 
you dip your hands in our blood? What 

rejudice, what injury have we done you? 
n caſe our integrity, and the laſting af- 
fection we have for our wives, give you 
umbrage, give us leave to depart from 
your ifland, we'll fly away with the com- 
panions of our fortune; we'll ſeek ſome 
climate where conſtancy and fidelity are 
not look d upon as criminal. Give us onl 
a little bark ; we don't deſire either ſai 
or a rudder: love and virtue will | 
our ſouls in the midſt of the Wer- 
tended ocean; we don't want 
guides. Dear brethren, do not reject our 
entreaties or tears: You now have heard 
what we requeſt, we either deſire death, 
or the liberty of going to ſeek it, in com- 


pany with our wives, in the vaſt ſea which 


ſurrounds your iſland, » |, 
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*Twas high time that Geliz ſhould end 
his diſcourſe; for the murmurs which 
were now ariſing in the aſſembly would 
not have ſuffer'd him to be heard, and 
every one ſeem'd to be griev'd for ſome 
perſon who was dear to him. Every one 
began to ſpeak with great warmth, and 
tho* no one could be heard diſtinQly, 
*rwas very evident the afſembly were for 
us. I ſtill kept near Gelin, when Iſai 
to him, your diſcourſe has made a happy 
impreſſion; but in caſe you TY 
ſomething to prompt the people:to:ſpei 
_ openly for us, I'm afraid no one will dare 
to do it. Gelin, who coald 'txprefs hith- 
ſelf upon any ſubje& without 'prertiedi- 
tation, immediately. ery'd; Ie, dear 
brethren, that heaven does nor abandon 
dur innocence, ſince it inſpires yawn our 
favour, as is evident from your counte- 
nances: But remember 'tis not enough 
to pity us, unleſs you indulge us 
ſuccour. You are ſenſible that the fu- 
Ppreme authority reſides in your aſſembly; 
won't you annul the cruel ſentence which 
has been paſt upon our wives, and re- 
ſtore them to their liberty? Scarce had 
the utter'd theſe words, when the words 
liberty, liberty, the fentents 15 null, were 
eard in every part of the church. The 
832 * 3 55 
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Mr. CLEVELAND, zt 
inexpreſſible joy we felt on a ſudden made 
us for ſome — ſo loſt to reflection, that 
it occaſionꝰd our committing an irrepa- 
table overſight. Wholly wrapt up in the 
reflection on the happy deliverance of our 
dear wives, we forgot to take the advan- 
tage of the favourable diſpoſition of the 
people with regard to us, and intreat 
them to confirm the validity of our mar- 
rage that inſtant, The miniſter obſer- 
ved our - overſight ſooner than we did, 
and made it ſubſervient to his malice : 
He was very much diſturb'd all the time- 
Celin was pronouncing the latter part of his 
harangue, and when the people were for 


having our wives reſtor'd to us. As every 


individual ſeem'd to favour us, he did not 
dare to open his mouth, or even diſcover 
the leaſt diſcontent; but when he ob- 
ſerv'd we had overlook*d that article of 
our happineſs, which he had the greateſt 
deſire to deſtroy, I mean our marriage, 
he immediately put it out of our power _ 
to mention any thing on that head, by 
diſmiſſing the aſſembly. Go, ſays he to 
de people let not thoſe poor young wo- 
men continue any longer in priſon, ſinte 
you have thought proper to give them 
their liberty. Every one was eager to 
run and take them out of their confine- 
> K 5 „ ments 
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word to my companions: We have act 


we refuſe to return to the ſtore- houſe. 
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ment; and we were ſo inconfiderate, that 2 
we did not then attend, as we ought to have b 


done, to the circumſtances and the neceſ. MW v 
fity of our affairs. $5.4 800 as 

ALL the people were now gone out of o 
the church, except the miniſter and the v. 
members of the veſtry, when we per- tt 


ceiv'd, but too late, the overſight ve f 
had committed, and were bewalling it v. 
whilft the miniſter was diſcourſing with MW w 
the old men. As he had kept us back ſe 
from going with the reſt, we ſuppos'd Ml co 
he had ſomething to ſay to us; but well tc: 
were far from thinking he intended to {a 
commit us again to priſon, Had we been lo 
unarm'd, we undoubtedly ſhould have co 
been the ſtrongeſt, ſince we had not to ju; 
do with above a dozen or fifteen old wi 
men. Twas this very reflection prompt - ol. 
ed us not to oppoſe the order the miniſ- 
ter gave, for our being remanded back 
to priſon. I only defir'd to * one 


ed, ſays I, very ridiculouſly, in forget- 
ting the article which was moſt eſſential 
to our happineſs; but as matters nov 
ſtand we ould be much more ſo, did 


We muſt hope that we ſhall one day fe- 
cover the opportunity, we have now loſt : 
[Al 
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and ſince we have obtain'd our wives li- 
berty, and got their ſentence aboliſh'd, 
we ought to conſider our return to priſon 
as a trifle, Gelin cou'd hardly be of my 
opinion. I can't, ſays he, think what 

the views the veſtry can have in committing 
per- this freſh piece of injuſtice. The ſame, 
ve laid I, they had before; that is, to pre- 
geit vent our having the leaſt correſpondence 
with with our wives. Tis plain that their firſt 
ack W {:ntence, which relates to our marriage, 
od continues ſtill in force, and that they in- 
ve tend to put it in execution. But come; 
to faid J, taking him by the hand, ànd fol- 
deen low me on the word I give you, that our 
ve confinement will not be of the leaſt pre- 
to judice to us. Gelin rely'd ſo much upon 
old i what I ſaid, that he came forward; the 
apt · old men ſeem'd very well pleas'd with our 
niſ· WF eaſy compliance, and ſome of them guard- 
ack WW ed us to the ſtore-houſ m. 
one i W were confin'd in the ſame rooms. 
act: The keeper had that morning found we 
get had forced our doors open, and being ſa- 
tial i tisfy'd with the excuſe we made him, he 
109 had got it mended. Tho? we. might eaſi- 

did WF ly have procur'd our liberty in the ſame 
uſe, m"—_ We: 0 | e a lata we 
re- © ſhould think proper; I yet ſuppoſed the 
ot | old men ould dot kefuſt us leave to 102 
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ahr companiotis, in caſe we Keb it in 
a civil wa s ey indeed granted our re- 
queſt, an Mfr's order'd the keeper 
to give us that ſatisfaction once a day for 
a certain time which they limited. I was 
nth impatient to tell them the reaſon why 
. were not to look upon our return to 
| pr n as an evil. You muſt know, ſaid 
as ſoon as I had an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to them, that I have thought of a new 
project; I flatter my ſelf that you'll ap- 
prove of i it, becauſe tho” it be low in exe- 
cuting, the ſucceſs of it will be certain, 
and may eaſily be obtain'd. The mini- 
ſter affèects to believe that we have not 
conſummated our marriage; and ' tis pro- 
bably by his communicating this circum- 
ſtance to the veſtry, that he ſo eaſily pre- 
vail'd with them to pronounce our divorce. 
Why ſhould we take ſo much pains to 
e them in this article? Won't 
this truth ſoon diſcover itſelf? Let us 
conſtrain our ſelves fo far as to ſuffer 
three or four months impriſonment ; *tis 
ſcarce poſſible but one of us ſhould pro- 
duce ſuch fruits as will exhibit themſelves 
before fix months come about. If 4 of 
our wives ſhould be with child, this 
undoubtedly ſufficiently perſuade 'the 133 
niſter that we have really had a _ 
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dence together; and he muſt be the moſt 
wicked wretch breathing, ſhou'd he = 
this pretend to ſeparate us. Thus, ſai 
I, let us ſet our hearts at eaſe, and reſt af- 
ſured that things will ſoon change to our 
advantage. The pangs of abſence will 
be more cutting to me than to any of you 
but then will not hope ſoften the deepe 
anguiſh? You may indeed make one ob- 
jection, which is, that we ſhall be urged 
to put the ſentence which the veſtry has 
al, in execution; but here we need not 
hos they will employ violence. They 
may prevent our-cohabiting with our dear 
wives, but they will never pretend to 
force us to live with women whom they 


know we deteſt. In caſe they ſhould en- 


quire into the reaſons of this, we will 
wave giving them in a civil manner; and 
then let em put what conſtruction they 
pleaſe upon the matter. - 858 
My companions were ſo pleas'd with 
this hint, that they thank'd me a thou- 
ſand times for it. Geliz, tho' of a fiery 
temper, applauded it, notwithſtanding 
he was already tormented at his wife's be- 


ing kept fo long from him. In reality, 
the notions declar'd above were juſt, and 
ſeem'd to promiſe ſucceſs ; but the ſame 
evil ſtar Which had hitherto W my 
ED | — 
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ineſs, was preparing to complete 
pan 1 The e T had avven — 
friends for the common cauſe, ,prov'd ſo 
fatal, that heaven ſeems to haye puniſhed 
It as a crime, in cauſing all the ſad effects 

it produced to fall upon me. 
| NzeverTHELESs, the little probability 
there was of its proving ſo inauſpicious, 
having made our companions receive it 
with joy, we began to put it in execution 
that very day. We mention'd our con- 
finement to ſome of the old men who 
came to viſit us, as a circumſtance which 
was ſo far from putting, us to any, pain, 
that we aſſur'd them we fhould willingly 
ſpend ſeveral months in it. They enquir'd 
the reaſon of this, but we wou'd not ſa- 
tisfy them, and anſwer'd only in a ludi- 
crous way. We acted the ſame part with 
regard to the miniſter, and all. thoſe who 
were allow'd to viſit us. Not a week 
Pass d but ſome perſon or other of the 
conſiſtory came to teize us about ſub» 
mitting to the ſentence. which the veſtry 
had paſt, but they all return'd with the 
fame anſwers. The perplexity this gave 
them was a great ſatisfaction to us; how; 
ever, they could not pry into our delign; 
and as maſt of them were old men, who 
boaſted great wiſdom and ex 1 
ä | ey 
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they cou*d not conceal the uneaſineſs they 
felt, to ſee all their conning baffled; by a 


few young fellows. . We were not ſo re- 


ſerv d with regard to our wives; our firſt 
care was to acquaint them privately with 


our intentions, both to prevent their en- 


tertaining any ſuſpicion with reſpect to our 
fidelity, as well as to deſire them to act in 
concert with. us, and not omit acquaint» 
ing us immediately, ſo ſoon as they ſhould 
have the ſymptoms we wiſh'd might ap- 


pear. The keeper, who differ d very 


much from the generality of his brethren, 
conſented to do us that favour. I writ 
every day to Mrs. Eliot and my dear wife, 
and my heart was at caſe when it breath'd 
its pangs upon paper. I alſo uſed to re- 
ceive their anſwers. The moſt tender, 
the moſt paſſionate expreſſions of love 
and friendſhip were employ'd in this deli- 
cious correſpondence, which for five 
months was my only conſolation! Our 
keeper indulged my companions the ſame 
fayour. We always ſhew'd. one another 
the letters we ſent, and the anſwers we 


receiv'd ; for the friendſhip which united 
us was ſo ſincere, that we diſguiſed our 


thoughts as; little as we did our actions. 
Every one of us laid open his heart, and 
lay into thoſe of his companions, hy 

hs « e 
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he confider'd as his dear brethren and 
faithful friends. They did not let us want 
books, or any thing that might divert us. 
The Engliſb employ'd themſelves chiefly 
in learning the French tongue; and the 
French in improving themſelves in ours. 
In this manner did we draw a conſiderable 
advantage from our captivity ; but alas! 
I was never allow'd to apply it to che — 
J intended. My chief view in ſtu 

the French, was in order that I — bo 
better able to breathe in words, the paſ- 


Gon 1 had for my dear, Gear wife; bet 


alas! I was doomed never to ſet eyes * 
on her more. 
_ © SCARCE were three months paſt, when 
Mrs. Eliot fent me the joyful news that 
Angelica was with child, which ſhe aſſur d 
me was certainly ſo. We celebrated 4 
kind of feſtival upon that account in our 
confinement. My companions cot 
tulated me upon the likelihood there was 
that I ſhould firſt become a father 4 and 
they looked upon this indulgence of Pro- 
vidence as a confirmation of the little au- 
thority they had given me over them. We 
debated whether it wou d not be mow 
to acquaint the veſtry with if and * 
were all unanimous chat we fhou' d. 
only differ'd in opinion from them; 1 


begg'd 
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begg d them ſo earneſtly to acquieſce 
with it that at laſt they did, but 'twas 
purely out of complaiſance, for T had not 
one good reaſon to give them, nor even 


my ſelf; but I was actuated by a blind 


inſtinct, or a ſecret foreſight which I my 
ſelf cou'd not account for. I thought it 


wou'd be dangerous for my wife to be a 


mother before her companians. I'was-yet 
uneaſy only upon her account; I fancied 
that 'twas merely owing to a regand I had 
for her modeſty and virtue, that made 
me willing to defer publiſhing her being 
with child, till ſuch time as her 


nions were in the ſame daſe with herſelf. 


What reaſon ſcever v had 10 bel ue that 
the people favour id ua, I know that a 
glance, a mark of ſurptize; the moſt in- 
nocent and inoffenſive raillery, ſtrongliy 
affect a virtubus woman, who happens to 
be in a cumition which ſhe is told people 
did not Expect to find her in; and my de- 
ſign, ſo far as Iwas capable of judging of 


it my ſelf, was to ſecure my dear Aagelias 


from every ſubject of uneaſineſs and con- 
fuſion. The reader will perhaps think, 
that this reaſon, tho' ſo random a one, 
might alone have prompted me to the re- 
ſolution I fix d upon; but tis certain ¹s 
4 little better grounded. This I felt, tho 


J was 
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| was not able to expreſs it; *twas ſome 
remains of the happy influence of my 
ſtar, which preſaged ſome impending ills, 
tho” I could not gueſs what they were to 
be. How indeed wou'd it have been poſ- 
{ible for me to foreſee them, ſince nothing 
but the moſt deteſtable malice could have 
given them birth; and that I my ſelf, tho 
1 felt them, cou'd ſcarce perſuade my {elf 
that they werereal? . . © 
_ I THEREFORE told Mrs. Eliot, in my 
anſwer, that I 3 it wou' d be 
to conceal my wife's pregnancy, till ſuch 
time as thoſe of my — had dif. 
.cover'd ſomething of the ſame nature. 
Several weeks paſt in this ation, 
but without hearing the news J ſo earneſt- 
ly deſir'd. In the mean time, the mini- 
er and „who were more and more 
puzzled how to find out the motives of 
our conduct, and had done their utmoſt 
to force the ſecret from our breaſts, were ,, 
again extremely urgent with us. Some- 55 
times they wou'd employ the moſt gente g. 
perſuaſives, to incline us to obey their in. 2 
Junctions; but generally made uſe of ar 
menaces and reproaches. The miniſter ſa 
eſpecially, who frequently viſited us, ne · ¶ 
ver left us without uſing the opprobrious i th 
names of ſilly and rebellious creatures ; ſic 
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and telling us we might juſtly fear ſome 
ſevere chaſtiſement bath from heaven and 


duty in ſpite of our ſelves: *Twas'one 
day after he had 'vented himſelf in the 


plainly, that *twas to no purpoſe for him 


have me marry two wives? This PII 
conſent to, in caſe it be for the advantage 
of the colony; but if you cannot object 
any crime to me, don't talk to me any 
more of quitting Angelica, who is ſo truly 
my wife, that ſhe's' now far advanced 
- with the fruits of our marriage. He was 
um; ſo much ſtruck at theſe words, that he 
ri obliged me to repeat them thrice before 
s of he could underſtand my meaning.; I 
noſt explain d it ſo far as he defir'd. And have 
were ow companions, ſays he to me, after 


nt guilty of the ſame crime? I anſwer d with 


na ſneer, that we were aſſociates in virtues 


: oO and vices, and that we all expected the 
iſter lame rewards or puniſhments. Upon 


0 which he withdrew, without declaring his 


zou thoughts. Tho' I had made this confeſ- 
fon inconſiderately, I yet did not find 
| any 


the colony, which would force us to our 


moſt injurious terms, that loſing all pa- 
tience to hear him run on in this manner, 
I inconſiderately reſolv'd to tell him 


to talk to us. Wou'd you, ſaid I to him, 


ing filent a moment, have they been 
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any room to repent of it; and my compani- 
— who wild earneſtly thay this arhake 
happen, were overjoy'd at it. We were 
now in the fifth month of our confine- 
ment, and were no longer to depend up- 
on their wives being with child, ſince 
they had not yet had any tokens of it. 
The hopes we had entertain'd for five 
months, were now confin*d-wholly to Au- 
gelica and my ſelf; and we were impatient 
to know what turn the veſtry and the reſt 
of the colony would give to ſo indiſputa- 
ble a proof as I had now given the mini- 
Ker of my marriage with Angelica. 1 
wrote immediately to Mrz. Elios, to pre- 
Pare her in this mattex, and ſhe feat. me 
an, anſwer to it che fame evening. It 
gave me ſome pleazure, ſhe. informing me 
that ſhe had been viſited by the miniſter, 
ho had deſir d to ſee my wife ; that he 
kad enquirꝰd into the truth of her: preg - 
nancy, and having been convinced of it, 
he had left her wich an apparent air of ſa- 
tisfagrion. 2 987 Ys by TH g 447 10 * 1 
Bur the next day we were ſupriz d to 
find ourſelves guarded by another keep- 


er, and that greater care was taken of 


the . priſon-gate than before. We en- 
-quir'd the reaſons of this of our; new 


goaler, but to no purpoſe; and the only 


anſwer 
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anſwer he made us was, that *twas done 
by order of the veſtry. We then did not 
doubt but the other was ſuſpected of car- 

ing letters to and from our wives; but 
this firſt hardſhip was no more than a 
prelude to what was to follow. The 
hour being come which we uſed to be al- 
lowed to viſit our companions, the keeper 
told us it would no longer be allowed 
us, and he obſtinately refusꝰd to tell us 
why we were treated with fo much ſeve- 
rity. This could not but make us very 
uneaſy, and we held a conſultation there- 
upon, but were not able to unfold the 
myſtery : That *rwas not out of indul- 
=_y we were fo ill us'd was manifeſt ; 

ut then what could they pretend b 3 


1 
we Wl freſh inſult? Admit that my wife's 

er, with child was made a handle, how icy 
he WW we become more guilty fince the miniſ- 
og. 

My 

fa 


ters having certified-himſelf of the truth 

of it by his own eyes, than when I had 
affur'd him of it five months before? 

'Tis true, indeed, that he had always pre- 

i tended to ſuſpect my ſincerity, but *twas 
P. that very reflection removed all the ſuſpi- 
of cions I might have harbour'd of his cruel 
n- Wl deſigns; and had even hitherto. made me 
was + his injuſtice 4 as inexcufable. | He 


ly prehaps, ſaid J, is 9 that we · in- 
fer 1 
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tend to impoſe upon him; the only thing 
wanting is, to aſſure him that our mar- 
riage is conſummated; for the greater 
love he bears to his niece, the leſs proba. 
ble it is he would force ſuch a huſband 
upon her as would be a diſhonour for her 
to accept of, ſuppoſing it will be poſli- 
ble for me to prove the favours I received 
from my Angelica. Theyare now prov'd 
beyond diſpute; after this he will ne- 


ver admit me for his niece's huſband, 


and conſequently he will no longer be 
prompted to break thoſe -cagagements 
which bind me to my wife. This reaſon- 
ing would have been juſt, had the miniſ- 
ter acted the par of a tender uncle, and 
a virtuous and charitable paſtor ; but his 
- only vices were, like the moſt cruel and 
inſidious enemy, to ſatisfy his reſentments 
againft Mrs. Eliot, her daughter and my 
ſelf; and this was the ſole motive of all 
his outrage. My companions had not 
| ſhar'd with me in them, had it been poſ- 
ſible for him to have deftroy'd me with- 
out involving them init : Revenge was his 
only paſſion, or at leaſt all the reſt were 
made ſubſervient to it. Mrs. Eliot was 
well acquainted with his character when 
ſhe gave me ſo juſt a deſcription, of it; 
and twas with reaſon ſhe ſaid he had | 


- 
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ſo active in putting his ſiſter-in-law to 
death, purely that he might revenge him 
ſelf of Guiton, whom he could not ruin 
without making her ſhare in it. This 
villanous action is worthy of his injurious 
treatment afterwards; for I don't relate 
any thing of this odious eccleſiaſtic which 
the ſequel will not evidently confirm. 

The difficulty we had to dive into his 
deſigns oblig*d us to have recourſe to the 
uſual conſolation of the wretched, I mean 
patience, and the invoking heaven. Tho? 
| had no manner of notion of the danger 
which threaten'd me, I yet could not for- 
bear being very uneaſy upon Angelica's 


account: The dear creature was ever pre- 


ſent to my imagination: What a vretched 
fruit was this of ſo tender, ſo innocent an 
affection! She undoubtedly, ſaid I, feels 
great anxiety upon my account, whilſt I 
am trembling left any evil ſhould have be- 
fallen her! Which of us is moſt worthy 
of a 3 Alas! I am ſenſible that the 
deepe gs I feel are not my own; but 
am tortur'd for thoſe of Angelica. We 


continued a month more in this cloſe con- 


finement, and received three or four vi- 


ſits from one of the old men, who ex- 
| for the beſt; 
but we could never prevail on him to tell 


horted us in general to 
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us why we were ſo barbarouſly treated, 
he refuſing to anſwer the queſtions we 
made him with regard to our wives. Ge- 
lin, who was moſt enrag'd at this uſage, 
propos'd to me more than once that we 
ſhould employ our piſtols as the only re- 
medy left to put an end to all the inſults 
we had received. We had not only our 
own piſtols, but thoſe of our compa- 
nions, which we had thought proper to 
take from chem; becauſe as our room 
was larger and more commodious, we 
conſequently could conceal them better. 
I anſwer'd Gelin, that we were not abſo- 
lately to neglect this refouree, but that 
I did not yet fee there was any neceſſity 
for having recourſe to it; that we ought 


at leaſt to ſtay till ſuch time as our fate | 


was pronounc'd, and not act the part of 
men in deſpair till we had loſt all hopes. 

WIS had now been confin'd near fix 
months, when one morning the: miniſter 
and ſeveral of the old men came into our 
apartment in a ſeeming per plexity. With- 
draw, ſays the miniſter to Gelin and Joln - 
ſen, and leave me alone with Mr. Bridge. 
My dear companions went out, — 
by the old men, and indeed left me alone 
with my enemy: He bid me fit down, 
with a very haughty air, and ſeating him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, he put two queſtions to me at one 
and the ſame time: Who are you, ſays 
he? and with what views are you come 
into this iſland? Surpriz'd at the con- 
temptuous tone in which he ſpoke to me, 
gaz'd upon him for ſome time without 
being able to utter a ſyllable; upon 
which he again aſx' d me the ſame queſ- 
tions. I was determin'd to ſatisfy him in 
à civil manner, but to let him know at 
the ſame time that I was capable of ſome 
reſolution. Tho' I know not, faid I, 
with what deſign and by whoſe order you 
aſk me theſe queſtions, if you don't know 
yet whom I am, I ſhall inform you: 
Know then that I am ſon to the Lord 
Protector of the commonwealth of Eng- 
land. As to the motive which brought 
me into this iſland, twas in hopes of 
— with juſt and virtuous: men; 
grant heavens I may not be; deceived in 
my expectations! This was far from 
being an uncivil anſwer, but neverthe- 
leſs he reproach'd me for it, as tho' it 
ſhew'd a want of reſpect. His hatred 
vented itſelf at firſt only in opprobrious 
words, but afterwards aſſuming a leſs an- 
gry air, I can hardly, ſays he, believe 
that man who has been guilty, of ſuch 
crimes as you have committed, can be 
Vor. II. L the 
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the ſon of ſo great a man, or that you 
have the leaſt ſpark of honour and virtue, 
ſince you've violated all the laws of it; 
but if, ſays he, you really believ'd that 
the inhabitants of this iſland love order 
and juftice, I now come to aſſure you 
of it, by informing you that guilt is here 
puniſh'd with the utmoſt ſeverity, and 
that you yourſelf will be an example of 
it. We don't ſuffer either adulterers or 
ſeducers to live among us: A huſband 
who breaks-his vows with his wife de- 
ſerves death, and you ſtand already con- 
demn'd by the laws. However, as the 
colony only have the power of fentencing 
a man to death, you yet may entertain 
hopes that they'll perhaps mitigate it; 
but then don't depend too much u 
this, ſays he, with a diſdainful air, but 
think of making your peace wich hea- 
ven; for the people have proſecuted, 
with the utmoſt vigour, perſons who 
were leſs criminal than you are. I ns 
for Juſtifying myſelf, or rather I was in 
ſuch confuſion, that when I attempted 
it, I fcarce knew what I was going toll * 
ſay; but he ſtopt me, and deſir'd I would £c 
fuſpend my juſtification till ſuch time as 1: 
perſons were nominated to examine me. m 
He added, as he roſe up, that 1 * lu 
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been ſent to viſit- me merely in his miniſ- 
terial function, that is, to exhort me to 
repent, and to make. 2 Chriſtian uſe of 
datiſement, ſaying which he left me. 
My companions did not return again z 
but in a moment the keeper and two men 
came in, who throwing, themſelves u — 8 
me, fetter d and handcuff d me, a3 

| had been the vileſt criminal. 

I wygsr canfeſs that my courage and 
reſolution | cquld not bear me up a- 
gainſt the violent impreſſions which ſo 
unexpected an accident made upon me. 
ſaw etwas all the miniſter's doings : Im- 
mediately Guitonꝭs tragical end preſented 
| itſelf ta my imagination: Tihourks my- 
{lf doom'd to certain death, and ſpent 
above an hour in bewailing my fate, and 
exclaiming againſt Providence. But when 
this firſt anguiſh of my ſoul ſomewhat 
abated, J — to reflet that Angelica 
would infallibly be involv'd in my ruin, 
and undergo the ſame puniſnment. This 
loſt me the little reſolution I till then 
was maſter of, and I had like to have died 
with grief, and thereby have diſappoint- 
ed my enemies of the cruel pleaſure they 
latter d themſelves with, viz. of making 
me ſuffer ſtill longer. My ſoul was in 
ſuch rn that I ſcarce had the 
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power of uttering a word; yet *twas im- 
poſlible to keep my deſpair from break- 
ing out: I attempted to ſpeak, to cry 
aloud, and vent my woes in words; ſome 
indeed broke from me, but they were 
interrupted with ſighs: I addreſt them to 
Angelica, to Mrs. Eliot, and my compa- 
nions, and I call'd heaven and earth to 
bear witneſs to the torments I felt. 

My amiable wife, whoſe name, not- 
withſtanding my rage, melted me when- 
ever I repeated it, was at this time in as 
deplorable a condition as myſelf, but 
this I was not inform'd of till ſeveral 
months afterwards. How affliting ſoe- 
ver the uncertainty of my fate might be 
to me, it yet would have been very much 
aggravated, had I then known the pangs 
ſhe ſuffer'd. My generous friend Gelis 
was the firſt that inform'd me of it, who 
at the ſame time told me the treatment 
my companions had met with, and every 
thing that had happen'd to them from the 
time we had been ſeparated; but this I 
ſhall relate afterwards. 4 
By the character I have given of the 
miniſter, and his thirſt for revenge, one 
may eaſily gueſs who occaſioned my being 
treated fo barbarouſly, and the miſery 

into which I was ſuddenly plunged. _—_ 
4 | 
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liſten to the horrid ſcheme he had form'd. 
had no ſooner inform'd him of Angelica's 
being with child, but he went immedi- 
ately to Mrs. Eliot's, as was before re- 
lated, in order that my wife her ſelf might 
confirm the truth of it. After this he 
went to all my companions. wives, and 
managed fo artfully as to prevail on them 
to confeſs indirectly they were not in the 


| ſame caſe with Angelica. He now thought 
he had completed his utmoſt wiſhes, and 


was at liberty to ſatiate his revenge. His 
victims had given themſelves up into his 
power, and he now reſoly'd not to meddle 
any farther with my companions, but to 
_—_ all his malice at Angelica and me. 

y the ſentence of the veſtry, the cere- 
mony of caſting lots was to be look'd 
upon as a holy and ſolemn marriage; 
now ſince then I had carried on a crimi- 
nal correſpondence with another woman, 
I was therefore in Guiton's caſe ; that is, 
I had committed adultery, and conſe- 
quently deſerved death. Such were his 
arguments. He foreſaw that my compa- 
nions, eſpecially Gelin, 2 prove an 
obſtacle in his way, by confeſſing them- 
ſelves guilty of the fame crime; but as 
he had already found means to perſuade 


the. old men, that this confeſſion was a 


* mere 
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mere trick; he imagined he might eMily 
confirm them in the ſame opinion, by 
making them obſerve, that 'twas not pro- 
bable when ſix young fellows had had a 
criminal correſpondence with as many 
young girls, that one of *etn only ſhould 
prove with child. This indeed was ſo pe- 
culiar a circumſtance that I my ſelf cou'd 
ſcarce account for it; and I ſtill look up- 
on it as an undoubted proof: that ſome 
malicious power dire&s my fate, and even 
changes the uſual courſe of nature to make 
my deſtruction certain, * 
| How infallible ſoever this project might 
appear to the miniſter, he yet-conceald 
it in his boſom till the ſixth month of our 
confinement, . His only aim in this delay 
was to verify more ſtrongly that Ane 
and I were the only guilty perſons, The 
only caution he took was to make out 
confinement ſtricter, in order that I might 
not ſuſpe& his deſigns, or attempt, in 
concert with my companions, to fruftrate 
them, During a month that he kept us 
in this confinement, he affected, in pub- 
lic, not to believe that Angelica was with 
child. God forbid | would be ſay, that 
ſuch wicked ſcenes ſhould again be acted 
in the colony! The fatal end of 'Gkitov 

and my ſiſter-in-law will I hope for 3 
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keep our maidens within the bounds of 

modeſty and virtue. He aſſumed this hy- - 
pocritical behaviour for ſome weeks, but 
at laſt my wife's pregnancy being viſible 
to all the world, he threw off the maſk 
on a ſudden, and aſſembled the veſtry, 
when he made an artful ſpeech, which 
exaſperated the members of it ſo much 
againſt me, that there was ſcarce one of 
them but was willing to vote for my be- 
ing put to death. His enyenony'd elo- 
quence had chiefly two articles for its ob- 
jet; firſt, to prove our pretended mar- 
he riage by lot, and the juſtice of the veſtry 
d in confirming it by their ſentence: ſecond- 
y, to deſtroy the belief which ſome of 


5 the veſtry might entertain that my come 
0 panions were as Criminal as my ſelf, ſup- 
2 poling I were ſoz and to perſuade them 

that I only was guilty of adultery. The 


n conſequence of the firſt article was, that 


and the ſecond took from me all hopes af 
pardon ; for when many are accomplices 
in guilt, mercy is often ſhewn them, but 
when one perfon only is impeach'd of a 
crime, he generally is made an example of ; 
and *twas natural to think, after the treat- 
ment Guiton had met with, a young fellow 
like my ſelf, without friends, and unpa- 
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troniz'd, cou'd little expect favour. The 
miniſter obſerv'd, that beſides the clear 
and evident proof which might be drawn 
in favour of my companions from Ange- 
lica's only being with child, there were 
other teſtimonies of their wiſdom and in- 
nocence ; that thoſe who had been confin'd 
apart from me, had firſt denied their hay- 
ing committed the leaſt indecency with 
the women they pretended they had mar- 
Tied in the meadow ; that they had made 
this firſt depofition voluntarily, and with- 
out being conſtrain'd to it; that as they 
had changed their note after they had 
ſpoke to me in church, 'twas manifeſt I 


had ſollicited them to it; that twas equal· 


ly plain thoſe who had been confin'd with 
me had follow'd my directions in every 
thing; that foreſeeing the ill conſequences 
of the criminal correſpondence J had car- 
ried on with Angelica, I had found twon'd 
be impoſſible for me to extricate my ſelf, 
Þut b endes ouring to increaſe the num- 
ber wed the guilty; and that J had been 
ſo cunning as to Nerſunde my companions 
that our intereſts were inſeparable; that 
the young women had alſo differ'd in their 


depoſitions; that in their confinement 


they proteſted 1 had never once ſwerv'd 


12857 their duty; but that the inſtant they 
were 
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were free, that is, ſo ſoon as I by letter 
had taught them what to ſay, they had 
talk'd 2 ter a quite different manner; that 
he had intercepted ſome of mine or my 
companions letters; and that they were 
written in ſuch malicious and dangerous 
terms, that he therefore prevailed with the 
veſtry, to change our keeper. In a word, 
the miniſter employ d on this occaſion 
all that the moſt inveterate hatred cou'd 
inſpire, in order to make us odious to 
the people; and indeed, his diſcourſe had 
all the fucceſs he propoſed. From that 


moment the old men conſider'd me not 


only as a wretch who was convicted of 
adultery, but alſo as the contriver of all 
that J and my companions had acted; 
and blaming me wholly for the reſiſtance 
they met with ga 4 $ m, ey look'd 
upon me only as 
W may now ſu 1 that they they thought 
me unworthy of nd indeed, they 
were unanimous in this opinion; 2 tho? 
ſeveral rſons in the aſſembly, who had 
ſhip for Mrs. Eliot, wiſh'd that 
py 2 might meet with ſome indul- 
gence, yet her cauſe was ſo ſtrongly in- 
terwoyen with mine, that 'twas impoſſible 
— ſhe muſt undergo the ſame fate with 
ee no one would have dared 
LF to 
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to ſollicit for her in preſence of a mini 


ſter, ſince he had been ſo active in Proſe· 


cuting his unhappy ſiſter in the ſame cir. 
cumſtances. Her deſtruction and mine 
were therefore reſolved upon; but as the 
veſtry were not impower'd- to paſs fen- 
tence of death, they contented themſelves 
according to the eſtabliſh'd'cuſtom, to re- 
duce the ſeveral articles of the miniſter's 
charge under different heads, and'e 
them to public view. »Twas the cuſtom, 
on thoſe occaſions, to fix a kind of — 
ration on the church door, containing the 
crimes with which the priſoners were 
charg d. Theſe every man examir d, chat 
after full information he might be enabled 
to give his opinion; and this being done, 
my the inhabitants of the iſland uſed to 
, proclamation being firſt made for 
that car parpole, when they proceeded re 
larly to pronounce ſentence. From that 
day, my wife and I were look d upon, if 
not as criminals already convicted, at 
leaſt as perſons impeach'd, whoſe guilt 
was ſo notorious and certain, that our con- 
demnation ſeem'd inevitable, and were 
both of us treated accordingly.” ' Angelic 
| was forced away from her Söder a and 
confin'd in a ber place; and 28 for 
my — I was — with chains, and 


order'd | 


3 2 


- „„ of*S bye 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 227 
order'd by the miniſter to preparefardeath, 
As for my companions, who were juſti- 
fied in ſome meaſure by the pretended 
crimes which were laid to my charge, they 
were ſet at liberty. The miniſter was 
anſwerable for their behaviour; and as he 
was reſolv'd to ruin me, he told the veſtry 
that as they would now no longer be de- 
praved by my counſels, they might de- 
pend upon their prudence and docility. 
Such were the preludes to the fatal ſcene 
that was preparing. 1 
 Waen Gelin and Johnſon were ſet at 
liberty, they cou*'d not conceive the rea- 
ſon why I was ftill confin'd. Theſe two 
friends, who lov'd me dearly becauſe we 
had ſo long been companions in ill for- 
tune, cou'd not conceal the uneaſineſs 


they felt, when I was excepted out of the 


pardon which was indulged them; and in- 
deed they diſcover'd it publickly the ver 

ſame days but how were they exaſperate( 

when they heard that my wife had been 
ſciz d! and that, both of us having been 
pronounced capitally guilty by the veſtry, 
they waited only for the aſſembling. of 
the colony, in order to put their ſentence 
in execution! Upon. this, Clin ran im- 

mediately to the miniſter, when he ſpoke _ 
to him in ſo reſolute a tone: as quite dif- 
120 FLO concerned 


3268 - * The Life e, 


concerted him; and giving kin! to under. 
ſtand, that what veneration ſoever he 
might have for the veſtry and the colony, 
yr nothing in the world ſhould ever make 
im abandon me in my diſtreſs; he told 
him plainly, that before he attempted to 
take away my life, he muft put it out of 
his power, to ſacrifice his in my defence. 
The miniſter, who fancied that my com- 
Panions would be ſo overjoy'd to find 
themſelves ſet at 2 that they wou'd 
value but very little what became of nie, 
was forced to employ all. his rhetoric to 
foften Gelin. He own'd to him, that the 
veſtry had come to reſolutions, with re- 
ard to me, which were not very favour- 
Able; but added, that it would be a con- 
fiderable time before they -wou'd be put 
in execution; and that what turn ſoever 
things might take, he might be ſure that 
ſentence would not paſs upon Angelica ill 
after ſhe was-deliver'd; that the veſtry 
and colony might very probably change 
their reſolutions before the time came; 
in a word, that my cauſe was not deſpe- 
rate. This anſwer was true in part; for 
they cou'd not pretend to oondemn Ange- 
Tixa to die, nor me conſequently, before 
he was brought to bed; Pat al the mi- 
niſter's a aim in this Was, to ſoften Gelin's 
anger 
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ſuſpicion. He had juſt been ſet at liberty 


their wives; or in caſe they ſhowd' be 
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anger juſt for a time, thinking that it 
wou'd be a very eaſy matter for him af- 
terwards to win over him and his compa- 
nions, by a pretended ſhew of kindneſs, 
or impoſe upon them by his artificesz and 
finding that what he laſt ſaid had made 
ſome impreſſion on Gelin, he thence took 


occaſion to let him know, that his own 


and his companions good behaviour wou'd 
contribute more than ay thing clic to the 
recovery of. my libe 

ELIN had a fault which is common 
to all ſincere and generous men, I mean 
a mind incapable-of harbourin aiftruft and 


and the.miniſter had not forgot to pe 
him, that he was obliged to him for it. 
This circumſtance, heightned by a ſpe- 
cious appearance of goodneſs: and mode. 
ration with regard to me, made Celin 
think that he was not our enemy that 
he had giyen him the beſt advice, and 
conſequently that his following it wou d 
be of the higheſt ſervice to me. Gelin 
won Jobnſon and the reſt of our compa+- 

nions to his opinion; upon which they all 
reſolv d to conſtrain themſelves ſo far, as 
not to complain of being debarr d eng 


* * to marry the N 


2 %/õł rA diffe T 
abhorr'd. They afterwards declared from 
time to time, but in the mildeſt terms, 
that they cou'd not yet reſolve upon mar- 
rying them ; and they waited continually 
on the miniſter and the veſtry, in order 
to procure my releaſe. I can't ſay whe- 
ther it had been better for me, had they 
a cted in a quite different manner; but tis 
certain that the miniſter was not to be 
wrought upon by mildneſs and civility; 
and it only gave him an opportunity of 
abuſing their credulity, by winning them 
inſcaſibly as he had propoſed, and at laſt 
making them to be perjured with regard to 
ir wives, and unfaithful to their friend. 
I ſpeak only of three among them, for 
Gelin and Jobnſon might be impoſed up- 
on, but they had ſouls equally abhorrent 
with mine to falſhood and infidelity. 
_* Twas: my, three other companions, 
whom I have not yet nam'd, that-my 
ſubtle enemy was now reſolv d to ſound: 
Two of them were Engliſhmen, whoſe 
names were Blackmore and Green, and 
the third a Frenchman, call'd Roaſel. 
I never knew directly by what arts he im- 
pos d upon them; however, I don't 
doubt but that twas rather from 6ckle- 
neſs of temper than for the ſake of inte- 
reſt that they were alienated from us. 
eie. TE 0 
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They were compelled to viſit ontinually 
the women they intended for their wives; 
and at the fame time were forbid the 
fight of thoſe who. were really ſuch : they 
were for ever exhorting them to have the 
fear of God. 9 eyes, and endea- 
r * they could hot 
break their > A = paſſion, a 
weak — tnidake the miniſter's continual 
ſollicitations, made them forget what 
they od to their honour and their oaths. 
They at laſt yielded to what they had ſo 
long been prompted to in vain, and grow- 
ing 1 mn 
them, they no longer ha 
their ſes many > ww what the 
miniſter chiefly aim'd at, as was plain 
from the caution he employ'd when he 
married them; for being afraid of Gelin 
and Jobnſi 4 whom he had always — 
inflexible, rform'd the ceremon 
private, for 2 they ſhould put a — 
to: it: by — — and the re- 
proaches they might caſt on their weak 
friends. For this reaſon they did .not 
hear a word of their marriage till — 
days after it was concluded; or rather 
till they diſcover'd it by the confus'd air 
and behaviour of our threr falſe friends. 


a could not forbear reproaching a 
or 
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for it in the ſevereſt terms, and treating 
them with the utmoſt contempt and in- 
dignation; but this had no other effect 
but to exaſperate them to join with our 
enemies againſt uus. 
Wu x a triumph was this for the mi- 
niſter! and indeed he was not long be- 
fore he reaped the fruits of it. Having 
found that nothing could ſtagger Gelin 
and Jobnſon's conſtancy, he thought that 
as he now had ſet them at variance with 
their eompanions, they were too inconſi- 
derable to have any regard ſnewn them; 
and accordingly, inſtead of uſing them 


with gentleneſs, as he had done before, 


he reſolv'd to treat them with ſeverity, 
Upon his being told that Gelin had broke 
into ſeveral injurious expreſſions when he 
heard of the marriage of our compa- 
nions, he took an occaſion from thence 
to talk to him in the ſharpeſt terms, 
which plainly ſhew'd what he was to ex; 
pect afterwards,” and that they were re- 
ſolved not to ſpare him. However, his 
great love and affection for me made him 
ſubmit patiently to this inſult. He has 
ſince told me, that he himſelf; had won- 
der'd how it were poſſible for him to bri- 
dle his temper ſo much, for he never had 
ſo ſtrong an inclination to uſe the miniſ- 


unhappy I was languiſhing 


heard nothing of it till he read the fatal 
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ter as he deſerv d: But the friendſhip of this 
generous Frenchman had ſoon a more juſt, 
but a more unhappy ſubject to exerciſe 
itſelf upon, and which engag'd him to 
venture his life, in the boldeſt manner, 


to defend mine. As I was more ftruck 


with his generoſity than the ſervice he did 
me, I muſt confeſs that the obligations 
by which he has bound me are ſo great, 
that tho' I were to ſhed the laſt drop of 
my blood, I yet could never repay them 
ſufficiently, * W 
Bur now Angelica was deliver'd, while 
in priſon, and 
groaning in chains! Alas! I was not told 
till now of her being | imprifon*d z but 
ſcarce were her throws over, when the mi» 
niſter, who believed he might now throw 
off all reſtraint, aſſembled the veſtry, 
and preſt them to execute their firſt re- 
ſolutions. I have already obſerved, that 
my wife's being with child had ſerved as 
a pretence to ſuſpend it. Tho” Gelin and 


Johnſon did all that lay in their power to 


ſoften the old men, they were ſtill inflexi- 
ble, and accordingly they reſolved to fix, 
the next day, on the church - door a paper 
containing the rimes I was accus'd of, 


and the judgment of the veſtry. Gelin 


_ writing 
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writing above-mention'd: The moment 
he read that it was levell'd at my wife 
and I, he tore it down, which being im- 
mediately told the miniſter, the veſtry 
met upon it. After ſome debates, they 
thought it would be beſt not to puniſh 
it, and make as tho' they knew nothing 
of the matter. - An aſſembly of the whole 
colony was appointed, who accordingly 
met à few days after in the church; but 
as the miniſter ſtood in great fear of Ge- 
lin's eloquence, and was perſuaded that 
he would uſe all his endeavours to pro- 
cure my releaſe, he therefore got the veſ- 
try to draw up an order, by which my 
companions were forbid appearing at 
Church on the day ſentence was to pals 
upon me, and gave particular orders to 
the wardens not to let them in. In 
the mean time Clin and John/on did 
their utmoſt to gain me the people's fa- 
vour, and to excite their wives friends 
and relations to exert themſelves in my 
defence. Their endeavours were fruit- 
leſs, and the only anfwer which was made 
them was, that the law was expreſs, that 
my crime was fully prov'd, and that as 
" Gaiton had been made fo ſevere an exam- 
ple, it was not fitting I ſnould be ſpar'd. 
As to the objection which might _ 
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rally be made i in al, favour; viz. that I 
thought: yſelf truly married tu Ange- 

lica; and that even wppoüng the vali- 

dity of the marriage which was made by 
lot, I yet was guilty of but one error, 
ſince I had never look'd upon it as valid: 
to this objection I ſay they anſwer'd, that 
'twas/a tri 5 fince three of — 
companions had juſt before ſſiewẽ-n, by 
marrying the women who were deſtin'd 
for them, that they were not inſenſible 
to their former engagements, and that 
'rwas probable 1 muſt have as deep a 
ſenſe of it myſelf, tho? I acted ſo diffe- 
rently. Thus did the vile conduct of 
theſe ' three. falſe men contribute more 
than any thing elſe to my ruin. Gelin Has 
nevertheleſs told me fince, that they might 
eaſily perceive by the manner in which 
the people refus'd to hear his earneſt en- 
treaties, that the minifter had prejudiced 
them againſt ms, und that he had for 
three months endeavour?d- underhand to 
eraſe out of their minds. all the ſenfations. 
of pity” they" —_— entertain in my fa- 
vour. 
Ar laſt, che ay of meeting being 
come, my trial was brought on regular: 
ly: My wife's | confeſſion and mine were 


__ * depoſitions of the wirneſſes 
205 taken, 


taken, and my caſe was laid open by one 
of the old men, when the people declaring 
that they had heard enough, they after- 
wards gave their voices, according to the u- 
ſual method. Above two thirds were againſt 
me and my unhappy wife, for we were both 
comprehended in the ſame ſad ſentence, 
and accordingly we were declared guilty 
of Guiton's crime, and condemn'd to die 
the ſame death. Execution was order d 
next day, and in order that this dread- 
ful ceremony might end in a manner wor- 
thy the whole procedure, the miniſter 
made a pathetic diſcourſe, in which he 

roteſted he had the utmoſt compaſſion 
for me, and exhorted the aſſembly to 

take warning by my fad fate. 

. Now what do you imagine were my 
thoughts, while my life and that -of my 
dear Angelica were conſpir'd againſt ? 
Alas! I flatter'd myſelf with the hopes of 
meeting with a milder fate: My deluſive 
hopes were grounded on my having been 
ſo long confin'd, and the humanity of 
the inhabitants, whom I did not yet take 
for a ſett of barbarous and mercileſs peo- 
ple. I hardly had been viſited by any 
perſon except the miniſter during my 
three months impriſonment. When he 
frſt viſited me he behav'd in a moſt 
ONE | haughty 
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haughty and” ſevere manner, but he aſ- 
ſum'd a placid: behaviour latterly: His 
cruel joy aroſe undoubtedly from the re- 
flection that I ſhould ſhortly be condemn'd 
to die; and I, on the contrary, ſuppos'd 
it to be an omen of my happy deliverance. 
This opinion made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion 
on my mind, that I had refrain'd for ſome 
days from abandoning myſelf to groans and 
wailings, which hitherto had prey'd conti: 
nually upon me, and even the thoughts of 
my dear, dear wife, whoſe idea, which was 
for ever in my mind, had made me ſhed 
ſo many tears, now preſented. itſelf to my 
imagination under a leſs mournful form. 
[ ſhall ſee her àgain, ſays I to myſelf; 
I ſhall be permitted to ſee her again, and 
love her tenderly. Deareſt Angelica fate 
will no longer oppoſe the molt tender, 
the moſt innocent paſſion that ever warm'd 
a lover's breaſt: I ſhall enjoy thee in 
peace, and ſpend the reſt of my time in 
thy arms. Thus, while they were ſenten ; 
cing me to à eruel death, I fed myſelf with 
fond notions of fantaſtic happineſs: I was 

the ſport of that malicious power which 
doom'd me to be unhappy from my 
birth, and has; preſerv'd my life purely 
to make me a fad. example of wretched- 
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brought in the news of 
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Tu 121 ſatis faction be this gave 
me was. more than balarc'd hy the ſor- 
rows I ſuffer d before: the day; was ended. 


It was now about duſſt, hen I heard a 


dreadful: thundering at my door; upon 
which J ran — it to liſten, when me- 
thought I heard 'Gelin crying, with! a 
furious and mejancholy tone of voice, 
open the door, or Il murder you. The 
great noiſe l heard made me ſuppoſe that 
there were ſeveral perſons along with lim; 
and I wondered very much how it would 
end. The door flew open, when I faw 
Selin and Jobnſon, my dear friends and 
faithful companions, come in, who im- 
mediately embrac dime in the moſt ten- 
der and affectionate manner. They wert 
followed by fifteen men, ſo that the room 
= full: Their preſence, and the marks 
e e me of their core e agreed 
with the prom's later had-en- 
— myſelf all the day with, that 1 
was perſuaded for a — that they 
my releaſe; Tel 
me, ſays I, clafping them faſt, am 1 
free? Are you ſo? How does my dear 
wife do? A ſigh or two which fell from 
Gelin before he anſwer' d me, * 3 
but too plain that he had no gon 
to tell me. Alas! my good had we 
ty 2 
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ſaid he with a melancholy voice, Pm going 
to pierce thy heart. I know thee, and am 
going to ſtrike thee dead; and then, with- 
out giving me time to anſwer, he added, 
that my condition was ſo wretched, he 
was forced to acquaint me with it. You 
are, ſays he, ſhedding ſome tears, ſen- 
tenc*'d to die to-morrow, you and your 
dear Angelica. All I can do for you is, 
| to defend you to the laſt drop of my 
blood, aſſiſted by our worthy friend 
Jobnſon, and theſe fifteen brave men. 
We have not one moment to loſe, and at 
leaſt let us die like men of hanour.-| 

'T1s impoſſible for theſe words to 
ſtrike you as they did me: Gelin would 
have Knock'd off my fetters, and carried 
me out along with him: No, no, faid I; 
pony him from me with a trembling. 
hand; no, dear Gelin, I' be ſpeedily 

inform'd of all the misfortunes which 
have befallen me. Fer heaven's ſake 
don't conceal any part of them from me: 


If Angelica is to die; alas! But don't 


hide one circumſtance, ſays I, I 
ing myſelf; in caſe ſhe he already dead, I 
need go little farther to die. He chen 
told me in few words part of my-wretch- 
ed condition, and the little hopes I had 
left if I did not immediately follow his 

| _ 
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inſtructions, He 'inform'd me that my 
wife had been happily deliver'd of a ſon, 
and that my enemies were ſo barbarous, 
as ſcarcely to defer ſentencing her to die 
with me till ſhe was deliver d. This re- 
flection, added to the horrors of her con- 
demnation and mine, fill'd me with ſuch 
deep pangs as ſurèly never mortal felt be- 
fore. My heart was at one and the ſame 
time a prey to tenderneſs and rage: I was 
tore to pieces by one, and ſo much melt- 
ed by the other, that I burſt into a flood 
of tears as I embrac'd my dear friends, 
| Theſe eranſporry were ſo violent that they 
ſtruck me dumb z rage would not ſuffer 
my tenderneſs to- expreſs itſelf, and ten- 
derneſs ſeem'd to check all the expreſſions 
U ir 66h tes 
 FOANSOMN and Gelin melted with 
compaſſion to ſee the exceſs of my grief 
and deſpair: They forc'd off my chains, 
and told me their deſign, which was, 


that we ſhould furniſh ourſelves with wea - 


Pons out of the ſtore-houſe, that we 
ſhould reſcue Angelica, and then go to 
our wives houſes, and take them along 
with us. After this, we were to go back to 
the ſtore-houſe, which we ſhould keep as 
a fortreſs, and not lay down our arms 
till the colony ſhould grant us a free 
-n1f | . pardon 
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pardon. When I firſt thought of the 


project, ſays Gelin to me privately, I did 


not intend to treat our enemies with ſo 


much moderation, but had I not pro- 
mis'd it, theſe perſons wou'd-not have af- 
forded us their ſuccour. Let us go, my 
dear friends, ſays I, now beginning to 
take a little breath; let's go, and ſecure 
all we hold dear in the world. As for 
our enemies, ſays I in Gelin's car, well 
revenge our ſelves in ſome manner or o- 
ther upon them. I indeed had form'd a 
ſcheme, by which I ſhould have puniſh'd 
the miniſter ſufficiently, in humbling his 
pride and haughtineſs; for notwithſtand- 
ing I was ſo highly exaſperated, I yet 
cou*d not think of to li, my ref - 
ny other way on an eccleſiaſtic. My de- 
ſign was, to force him out of his habi- 
tation, carry him to the ſtore-houſe, and 
there oblige him, for ſeveral days toge- 
ther, to kneel down before us, and be a 
ſpectator while we indulged in tenderneſs 
to our wives. As I was very well ac- 
quainted with his temper, I knew that he 
wou'd rather have choſen death, than 
ſubmit to this puniſhment, 

Wr immediately arm'd our ſelves, and 
took each of us a piſtol, a muſket, and 
a ſword, when marching out in good or- 
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der, we left three men to guard the ſtore- 
houſe. Scarce were we come out, when 
we heard a confuſed noiſe, as though the 
people were aſſembled. We did not 
doubt but twas upon our account. M 
companions called to mind that they o- 
mitted one particular, which might be 
very prejudicial to us; and that was, they 
had forgot to ſecure the goaler at their 
coming into the ſtore-houſe. We there- 
fore ſuppoſed that he had told the mini- 
ſter and old men the forcible manner in 
which Gelin and his company had entred 
the priſon; and that the inhabitants hav- 
ing been inform'd of it, were in the ut- 
moſt fear and ſurprize. However, as this 
was no reaſon for us to lay aſide our de- 
ſign, we advanced forward. Being got 
about twenty yards farther, we ſaw the 
miniſter coming towards us with a torch 
in his hand, with about a hundred men 
at his heels; and that which ſurpriz'd us 
moſt, was, that moſt of them were arm- 
ed with ſticks, ſhovels, and ſuch like in- 
ſtruments. I muſt confeſs, that upon the 
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all probability prevent this wicked man 
from committing many more. I never- 
theleſs ſuffer'd him to live, and thereby 
expos'd my ſelf again to his perfidy. Tho 
he advanced in the boldeſt manner, he ne- 
vertheleſs was in a fright when, he ſaw . 
himſelf oppos'd by ſo many men armed 
with ſwords and muſkets. The people 
who were along with him were as much 
terrify'd as himſelf. Gelin, juſt as I was 
going to vent my reproaches, began to 
mortify him, which he did in the ſevereſt 
manner. Stand, wicked wretch, ſays he, 
preſenting the end of his piece towards 
him, and thank heaven that thou art fallen 
into the hands of people who are honeſter 
than thy ſelf. Thou deſerveſt to be put 
to that death which thou hadſt determined 
to make my friend ſuffer. We will let 
thee live, in order that thou may'ſt be 


thy own tormentor; for life muſt be a 


burthen to a wretch who has ſo many 
crimes to reproach himſelf with. How- 
ever, if thou art fond of it, thou muſt 
begin this moment to atone for thy guilt. 
This diſcourſe, which one would have 
imagin'd muſt either terrify or exaſperate 
him ſtill more, did not produce either of 
theſe effects. He had time to recovet 


himſelf as Gelin ſpoke; and being per- 
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ſuaded, from what he ſaid, that we had no 
deſign upon his life, he had ſo much pre- 
ſence of mind as not to diſcover any emo- 
tions either of fear or anger; upon which 
he anſwer'd Gelin, that he could not con- 
ceive why he was treated in that cruel 
manner. I did my endeavour, ſays he 
to him, to procure your liberty, and was 
ſucceſsful ; and the reaſon why I did not 
Indulge your friend the ſame fi 
becauſe juſtice, our laws, and the ſentence 
of the veſtry and colony wou'd not per- 
mit it, But there's a conſiderable diſtance 
between , condemnation and execution; 
and tho? it be appointed to morrow, that's 
only a matter of mere form, and it may 
very poſſibly be ſuſpended. In a word, 
tho? there was no avoiding our condemn- 
ing your friend to die, he yet may be 
ardon'd now ſentence is paſt upon him. 
muſt confeſs, ſays he, that I was very 
much furpriz d you did not ſue for a par- 


don; and ſo far from beg diſpleaſed at 
le 


the * you have made to get him 
releas'd, I my ſelf aſſure you, that Pll 


Join with your endeavours to obtain it. 
As for your companions, I mean ſuch of 
our inhabitants as are now arm'd with 
you, I confeſs that it will. be difficult to 
excuſe them. This is ſuch an unparallell'd 
= attempt 
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attempt as can never be pardon'd ; and as 
for my own part, I declare, that by ver- 
tue of my miniſterial function I cut them 
off from our communion, in caſe they don't 
this moment lay down their arms. I fore- 
ſee, ſays he, what will be the conſequence 
of this, directing himſelf to them; we're 
going to pardon Bridge, and you may 
probably be puniſh'd in his ſtead, Tho' 
you ſhou'd eſcape puniſhment, you plain- 
ly ſee that your reputation wou'd be 
blaſted for ever; but there is ſtill room 
left for repentance, ſo let me adviſe you 
to carry back your arms to the ſtore- 
houſe. T 

Tis ſubtle ſpeech was the cauſe of our 
ruin; it indeed brought the miniſter to 


condign puniſhment; but what advan- 


tage cou d the puniſhment of a wicked 
man be to a ſett of unfortunate wretches? 


Our irreſolute companions having con- 


ſulted together for a moment or two, re- 
ſolv'd to return to the ſtore· houſe, in 
ſpight of all our entreaties to the con- 


trary. This threw Gelin into the utmoſt 


any ts of grief: We muſt not now, 
ſays he, ſuffer our ſelves to be deluded by 


new artifices; we muſt either die, or be 


victorious in our enterprize. I approy'd 
of the motion, when n he and I., 
F 


* 


T 
ſtanding cloſe together, and ſhewing hy 
our . Fe that we were reſolved no one 
ſhou'd come near us, we went on towards 
the place, where my wife was impriſon'd. 
The minifter uſed all his endeavours to 
np us, by repeating his treacherous pro- 
miſes, but to no purpoſe. We anſwer'd 
as we were going on, that nothing but 
death cou'd put a ſtop to our deſign ; 
and that before this could be done, more 
blood would be ſpilt than ours. 

Tuis was our fixt reſolution, in which 
we were more and more confirm'd as we 
advanced forward, We were now come 
within forty yards of the place where my 
wife was confin'd. In our way we met 
with a great many people who were run- 


ning up and down, as in a publick alarm, 
but as no one oppoſed us, our hopes of ſuc- 


ceſs ſtill increaſed. We had now gone about 
three fourths of the way, when we heard 
a great many people running behind us. 
Halt, ſays I to Gelin; we are purſued. 
Tho' we had no other light than hat of a 
few candles, which ſome women who were 


ODE ono Inns Vx” 2 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 247 
had bid them ſeize upon. They now 
bid us halt, and lay down our arms. We'll 
ſooner, ſays Gelin, die a thouſand deaths. 
The firſt' that advances a ſtep farther is a 
dead man. Our pieces were indeed cock'd, 
which made them afraid of coming any 
nearer; whereupon they adviſed us to 
yield, and to conſider that they wou'd 
over-power us with numbers. But we 
were as regardleſs of their exhortations as 
of their menaces, ſo that we kept our 
ground in the ſame poſture, till the mi- 
niſter came, who ſoon appear'd at the 
head of his men. He ſtill held his torch 
in his hand, and as moſt of bis followers 
had taken ſome in their way, twas in an 
inſtant as light as day. The miniſter, 
whom numbers had now emboldned, and 
exaſperated to find us ſtill in a poſture of 
defence, call'd his followers a pack of 
cowards, in being afraid of three young 
fellows!” This reproach made them ad- 
_ vance boldly. Since *tis ſo, cries Gelin, 
ſtepping forward towards the miniſter, 
have at thee. + Upon which he fir'd at 
him, and wounding him mortally, he 
drop'd. Johnſon and I fir'd allo, and 
wounded ſeveral men; and thereupon 
drawing our ſwords, our enemies ruſh'd 
upon us, and tho' notwithſtanding we 
ett M 4 made 
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made a furious reſiſtance, they yet ſeiz'd 
and diſarm'd us; which being done, ſome 
of the old men who were then' preſent, 
order'd us to be carried immediately to 
the ſtore-houſe, where we were impriſon'd 
in different apartments. I had time to 


ſpeak only a word to my companions as 


they were forcing them away: Farewel, 
— I aloud, brave Gelin; farewel, dear 
Johnſon; may your generoſity and friend- 
ſhip be fatal to me only! Twill however 


be a great conſolation to me in my dying 


moments, to think that I had two ſu 
faithful, ſuch generous friends. 1 
Axp indeed, I cou'd expect nothing 
but a ſpeedy death, not ſeeing any poſſi- 
bility of avoiding it. Accordingly, | 
repar'd my ſelf be it, with all the reſo- 
ution I was now capable of, But with 


what difficulty did I obey the orders of 


heaven! Sure never were emotions ſo like 
thoſe of the deepeſt deſpair ! but was ſure 
I merited pardon. © Was it poſſible for a 
wretch to be more unfortunate than I? 


Whence can a man draw any arguments 


for patience to ſupport himſelf againſt che 
molt cruel of all evils, when he has reaſon. 
to accuſe heaven no leſs than men? Such 
was my dreadful condition. I conſidet d 
chat Providence had refuſed me the ad- 
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vantages which it grants to all, except a 
very few, ſuch as thoſe of birth, a. fa- 
ther's tenderneſs, and the ſmiles of for-. 
tune; and life, in the manner it was 
granted me, was not ſo much a favour, as 
a fatal and poiſonous gift. Had men 
uſed me with leſs ſeverity! Alas! call, 
back all the fad circumſtances of my life. 
Torn from a mother's arms in my infant 
years; depriv'd of her endearing care, 
by an accident, the bare reflection of 
which fills me with ſhame and horror; 
brought up afterwards in a dreadful cave, 
where all the objects round me were 
mournful, and rais'd the moſt gloomy re- 
flections in my mind. I was eager to ſee. 
my father; I was in raptures at the 
thoughts of it; when alas! he became 


my deadly enemy, who was forced to 


commit a violence upon himſelf before he 
could be induced to ſpare my life; and 
who when he allow'd it me, was reſolv'd 
to make it as miſerable as poſſible. At 
laſt I eſcaped from his cruelty, and have 
ſome hopes of a change in my wretched. 
fortune. But what is the effect of the 
promiſe which was made me, of meeting 


with happier days? Only to multiply the 


cauſe of my ſorrows, and make me find 
the moſt cruel torments in thoſe very 
| M 5 things 
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things which create the eliciry of others, 
Love, friendſhip, all things are convert- 
ed to poiſon a7 tortures, when I am the 
object, A whole colony, that profeſs'd 
virtue, become barbarous and inhuman, 
when I am to be made unhappy. A ten- 
der and innocent paſſion is look*d upon 
as a crime; a holy marriage is conſider- 
ed as adultery; I am ſentenced to die; 
and the only two friends who indulge me 
their afſiftance f in my diſtreſs, are involv'd 
in my ruin. 

Vnar man had reſaturion enough to 
beaf up againſt ſuch dreadful reflections 
But hitherto my complaints were only 
againſt the cruelty of fortune; faint ſor- 
rows when I compar'd them to thoſe of 
love! T was to loſe my inchanting Ange- 
lic; the thoughts of which by my death 
was a more cruel torment than all thoſe 
my enemies were preparing for me; but 
when J reflected that ſne was ſentenced 
alſo to die, to ſee her perhaps expire be- 
fore my eyes; my Angelica my dear, 
dear wife! all that my foul held dear! 
Oh! my torments were inexpreſſible, 
and ſure ho one ever felt ſuch before 
F figur'd to myſelf the dear creature in 
chains alone and inconſolable, and ex- 


ping death, which ſhe look'd * as 
un- 
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unavoidable; and as I was ſenſible that 


ſhe had a moſt tender heart, I was fully 


perſuaded that ſhe did not ſo much be- 
wail her own misfortunes as mine, She 


then, would I ſay to myſelf, is weeping for 


me; ſhe deplores my death, and perhaps 


dreads it more than her own; and I am 


denied telling her the deep anguiſh I feel, 


telling her that I adore her only, and 
that 4 ſhe is ſentenced to die, I would 
deſpiſe the moſt glorious fortune that 
ſhould keep me from dying with her. I 
again repreſented her to my imagination, 
languiſhing, weak, and not recoyer'd. 
from the pangs of delivery: When theſe. 
dreadful ideas preſented themſelves to my 
fancy, neither the dictates of religion, or 
the approach of death, could endue me 
with reſolution ſufficient to reſiſt them. 
Cruel miniſter ! barbarous people! What 
would I fay? Does not a ſweet creature 
of ſixteen, a tender and innocent creature, 
whoſe only crime is the loving me, and 
being lovely, inſpire you with ſome com- 
paſſion for her numberleſs ſorrows? Are 


you men? Are you fierce wolves. or ty- 


gers, that thirſt ior blood? Cruel proteſ- 
tants! Is this the tenderneſs and humani- 
ty your religion inſpires? Go back to 
your reſpective countries, which you pre- 
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tend to have abandon'd for the ſake of b 
truth; be there Turks, Idolaters, and 
don't violate the holy laws of nature, 


which are the moſt ſacred and inviolable. 

Tuuvs did I ſpend the night in theſe 
heart-breaking reflections, in which the 
unhappy Mrs. Eliot was not forgot. She 
loy*d me with a mother's tenderneſs be- 
fore I could claim it in quality of her. ſon, 


and I was certain that my death would 


afflict her almoſt as much as that of her 


daughter. Could I at leaſt but thank her 


for her indulgence! Had I been allow'd 
to ſee her once more, and to beg her 
pardon for the ruin I had brought upon 
her family! Alas! ſo ſoft, ſo tender 
a woman as ſhe cannot have long bore 
up againſt ſuch an uninterrupted ſeries of 


woe: Grief and tears muſt have brought 


her unhappy old age to the grave. The 
mother, the daughter, and the ſad fruits 


of our marriage, are undoubtedly all dead. 
I no more flatter myſelf with the hopes 


of ſeeing again what is ſo dear to me: 
Before this cou'd be brought about, heaven 
muſt work a miracle in my favour, and 
a miſerable wretch like me is not to ex- 
pect any. eee - Ag 
THz day which ſucceeded this dread- 
ful night was the laſt I expected of - | 
2 2 : 
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life and that of Angelica. Tho! I was 
very much afflicted upon Geliz and Jobn- 
ſon's account, I yet could not think —_ 
would be ſo cruel as to put them to deat 
for reſcuing me: *Twas probable t 
would not go thoſe lengths unleſs the mi- 
niſter happend to die of his wound. I 
thought the wound was not mortal, par- 
ticularly as he ſtood ſo firm after his ri- 
ſing up. *Twas ſome conſolation to me, 
if I could receive any in this deſpair,. that 
my friends were not expoſed to ſo much' 
danger as myſelf. I now expected the 
fatal moment when I was to be carried 
to execution. The goaler bringing me 
ſome; ſuſtenance, I refus'd to take it, as 
being of no uſe, ſince I had ſo little time 
to live. I calld upon heaven to aſſiſt 
me, and my moſt tender wiſhes were for 
my dear wife: I endeavour'd to make her 
execution familiar to my imagination, in 
order to leſſen, if poſſible, the tortures 
which the ſight of it would fill my ſoul 
with; and ſuppoſing that we ſhould, ſuf- 
fer together, as Gtiton and his miſtreſs 
had done, I figur'd to myſelf the terrors 
of the inſtant when we ſhould be thrown 


into the ſea together. I conſider'd whe-s 


ther I could not by ſome means or other 
ſuccour my wife, bear her up in my arms | 
| in 
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in the midſt of the waves, convey away 


the dear creature, carry her to ſhore, 
and by that means preſerve her precious 
life; or at leaſt contribute to make death 
more tolerable, and employ myſelf till 
the laſt gaſp in ſoftening the dreadful 


horrors of death, by the moſt paſſionate 


aſſurances of my love. Thus did I ſpend 
the whole day, without being viſited by 
any perſon. Surely the effects of love are 
vaſtly aſtoniſhing :- I felt a kind of impa- 
tience till the executioners came to ſeize 
me; *twas not that I began to conſider deatn 
in a leſs horrible light, but the ſtrong de- 


fire J had to ſee Angelica, made me for- 


get that the moment this exquiſite plea- 
ſure would be indulg'd me, I ſhould be 
inſtantly depriv'd of it. As all my atten- 
tion was fix'd on her only, and on the 


inexpreſſible ſatisfaction I ſhould enjoy in 


ſpeaking to her, and hear ing her dear 
voice, I loſt ſight, as it were, of our pu- 
niſhment, and fed myſelf with a uſeleſs 
and unhappy tenderneſs. _ 4 res 
Ar laſt night being come, I imagin'd 


that our execution. would be ſuſpended: 


till the morrow, which I aſcrib'd to the, 
tumult we had occaſion'd the night be- 
fore. I was reflecting on this, when I 
heard the door open on a ſudden; veep 
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which four men came in, and advanc'd to- 
wards me without ſpeaking a word. They 
took off my chains, but had brought a 
rope, with which they tied my hands. I 
aſk'd them ſeveral queſtions, but could 
not obtain any anſwer. Tell me at leaft, 
ſaid I to them, whether you are going 
to carry me to death? Shall I fee my 
wife? Shall I not be allowed to bid her a 
laſt farewel? They ſeem'd to give me ſome 
ſigns that they were oblig'd by oath not 
once to open their lips, and diſcover'd ſome 
uneaſineſs upon that account; but one of 
them ſpoke: Let it be ſome conſolation to 
you, ſays he, that you will not die alone. 
Well, ſaid I, I forgive you my death, 
provided I may be allowed to breathe my 
laſt with my Angelica. They took me out 
of the ſtore-houſe, and carried me to- 
wards the ſea. I am then, ſaid I, going 
to death; my life and misfortunes will 
end together, heaven be prais'd for it: 
But where ſhall J meet my wife? They 
would not make any anſwer. I was ſur- 
prized that neither compaſſion nor curioſi- 
ty had brought ſome perſon to be a ſpec- 
tator on/this ſad occaſion. But now, af- 
ter we had walk*d about a mile, me- 
thought I heard the noiſe of ſome per- 
ſons, ſome going before, and * 
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hind us. I did not doubt but Angelica 


was among them, when my heart was 


ſeiz'd with ſuch emotions that T could 


ſcarce go a ſtep farther, Dear, unhappy 
wife, Bia I, in the moſt mournful tone 


that ever ſure was heard, is our fond, our 
endearing. prothiſes come then to this? 


*T is then in periſhing together that we 
ſhall fulfil the oath we reciprocally made, 
never to be ſeparated. Oh! ſaid I to the 
men who guarded me, would pity at leaſt 
but ſuffer you to unlooſe my hands! If 
you would but give me leave to claſp my 
deareſt wife with one ſoul-raviſhing em- 
brace! What are you afraid of? Dare 
you not be a little more humane than 
thoſe who gave you thoſe cruel orders? 
Cannot you put off your cruelty for a mo- 


ment? They made me no manner of an- 


ſwer. We were come to the entrance of 
the winding way which went through the 
rock: We paſt it in the dark, but as we 
were coming out towards the ſea J per- 
ceiv'd a light, and ten or twelve men 
ſtanding on the ſhore, one of whom I diſ- 
cover d to be Gelin. Toy 1001 DIG *%1 
His hands were alſo tied: *Twas he I 


had. heard walk before us, with the 


guards, and Jobnſon, who was behind, 
came up a moment after, I thought they 
VVV were 
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were doom'd to deſtruction no leſs than my 
ſelf. By a flood of tears which guſn'd ſud- 
denly from my eyes, and the unforeſeen 
horror with which I was ſeiz' d, I found that 
had not yet been ſo unhappy as I was 
in that inſtant. I advanc'd forward in a 
tranſport towards my dear friends, whom 
I was not yet allowed to embrace. The 
paſſionate emotions by which I firſt ex- 
preſs'd my grief, perſuaded them that 
'rwas. not the fear of dying, that, thus put 
me by. myſelf; friendſhip. now acted as 
ſtrongly on my heart as love had done 
before. I ſcarce could find words to ex- 
preſs, the ſenſations. I then felt. Celin 
ſpoke before me: He ſpoke with a reſo- 
lute tone of voice, hut his eyes ſeem'd to 
have loſt their uſual ſprightliaeſs and 
fire. This, ſays he, is a very tragical 
ſcene, but we muſt go through it like 
men of honour. We were ſentenc'd to 
die as yeſterday, ſo that there will, be only 
which will be chang'd. I was, endea- 
vouring to anſwer him, but I certainly 
ſhould not have ſpoke with fo much reſo- 
lution as he did; when I was interrupted 
by one of the old men, who was giving 
out ſome orders from the boat, upon my 
coming, and ſeeing us ſtanding together, * 
he ſpake to us as follows: HZAR- 


gs —© Tor Eee of © 
HraRKEen, ſaid he, to what I am 
order'd to ſay to you: *Tis manifeſt that 
ou deſerve to die; Bridge was juſt- 
y ſentenced to death, for committing 
a crime which was never pardon'd in this 
colony; and Gelin and Johnſon incurrd 
ſo much guilt yeſterday, that the action 
alone proclaims it. We liv'd in a peaceable 
and happy manner before you came a- 
mong us: Tou have diſturb'd our tran- 


for your being put to death; ſo that one 


would have thought it inevitable: How- 
ever, the 'miniſter, / in his expiring mo- 
ments, defir'd the veſtry to meet in his 
houſe; to them he confeſs'd with all 
humility that he had contributed to 
your errors by his ſeverity, for which he 
reproach'd himſelf; and his earneſt de- 
fire to make his peace with heaven made 
him intereede fo ſtrongly for your par- 
don, that we could not refuſe indulging 
his requeſt, that venerable man having 
Al EXON CY 27, 277 0) one 
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been as a father to the colony for more than 


twenty years. He is dead, and your lives 
are ſpar'd. However, now you are par- 


don'd, we have not thought proper to 


keep you any longer among us. Reſent- 


ments, tho' ſtifled for ſome time, are yet 


apt to break out afterwards: Notwith- 


ſtanding the guilt you have incurti'd, 
and our lenity, we hardly think you will 


act juſtly with regard to yourſelves; and 
what may we not fear from three ſuch 
bold, ſuch enterprizing young men as 
you? Beſides, there are ſo many difficul- 
ties in your marriages that they never 
will be got over. You are reſolved not 
to ſubmit to the. ſentence of the veſtry, 


and they are determin'd not to revoke it; 


ſo that the beſt you can do for both, will be 
to baniſh yourſelves forever from thisifland, 


and to return to your native countries. 
Such is the ſentence of the conſiſtory, 
which J am order'd to declare to you. 


They order'd, that you ſhould be carried 


* 


privately to the ſea-ſide; to prevent your 


being made a ſpectacle to the people, 


whom curioſity would have invited hi- 


ther: And farther, that you may not 
have any juſt reaſon for complaint, or to 
accuſe us of ſeverity, they have ordet'd 
me to give you fifteen hundred yn 
3 v7 W 1 
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which you are to divide equally between w 
you: You'll find it on board the little al 
veſſel which will carry you to St. Helena. d 
Depart, ſaid he, and you'll ſoon meet h 
with a ſhip in that place in which you T 
may fail for Earope. 1 4 
Wuo could imagine, after the many W 
afflicting circumſtances I have related, h 
that there remain'd others ſtill more th 
dreadful? But *tis certain that when J al 
heard that myſelf and Angelica were ſen- h 
tenced to die, it yet did not make ſo ir 
deep an impreſſion on my mind, as my tl 
being order'd to leave the iſland. My tk 
companions were as much griev'd as my n 
ſelf. Our pardon was not look d upon by v 
us as a favour, but accounted more dread- ſe 
ful than death it ſelf; which would have ſe 
pe an end to all our torments, but the h 
life we were condemn'd to lead, far re- n 
mov'd from our wives, wou'd be the moſt B 
cruel puniſhment, . No, ſays I, they ſhall 0 
not force me either to go away or accept te 
af life. I will die, in caſe J have merited 
death; that only ſhall tear me from an tl 
iſland where all my happineſs is fix'd. a 
Have ſome pity, ſays I to the old man u 
who was going away, and leaving us with bf 
thoſe who had guarded us; have ſome ©, 
compaſſion. Behold three unfortunate. Ec 


wretches, 
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wretches; who wiſh to die. Heavens! 
are three criminals refuſed to be put to 
death, who beg it as a favour? Stop; 
hearken to us; don't drive us to the ut- 
moſt defpair! He turn'd his head, but 
twas only to tell us that he ſympathized 
with us in our ſorrow, and the neceffity 
he was under of obeying the orders of 
the veſtry. We then all fell on our knees, 
and our intreaties were ſo moving, that had 
he heard them, he muſt have been melted 
into compaſſion ; but as he ſtruck into 
the opening of the rock, we loft all fur- 
ther hopes. Gelin and Jobnſon, who were 
no leſs afflicted than my ſelf, afk'd me 
what we -ſhould do. You are eloquenr, 
ſays I to Gelin, endeavour therefore to 
ſoften thoſe who guard us. Accordingly, 
he employ'd all the rhetoric that art and 
nature, heightned by grief, cou'd ſuggeſt. 
But the inhabitants had appointed a fetr 
of wretches to guard us, whom they knew 
to be inflexible and barbarous. 
AND now they urged us to go on board 
the veſſel; and indeed, had we refuſed ir 
any longer they feemed inclined ro force 
us to it. Our hands were ſtill bound faſt, 
fo that we could not make the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance. I whiſper'd in Geliu's car, The 
evil is now paſt all cure; let us not render 
n © our 
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dur ſelves obnoxious to. theſe. fellows, 


ſince we are wholly in their power. . But 
in caſe we are carried: to St. Helena, we 
may then return back in a formidable 
manner. Our fifteen hundred pounds will 
rocure us aſſiſtance ſufficient, Tho? the 
inhabitants have told us that it would be 
impoſſible to come at their iſland, we yet 
will find it out, tho? it were to ſank under 
water. I ſpoke the ſame words to Fohn- 
ſon, and both of them approv'd the hint, 
and thereupon we went on board. Our 
veſſel was not a very ſmall one. Six of 
the men who guarded us, and two rowers 
went into the ſhip. The night was fo 
dark, that, had they not been thoroughly 
acquainted with the coaſt, they would 
never have dar'd to run in the midſt of ſo 
many rocks. We went on our courſe ver 

ſucceſsfully for ſome hours. Tho? thoſe 
who guarded us were not now under the 
ſame obligation of being ſilent, they yet 
refuſed to anſwer the queſtions we put to 
**m. Mine turn'd wholly upon Angelica; 
but the ſtrong emotions I felt had pre- 
vented. me, after the old man had ſpoke 
to us, from enquiring what fate my wife 


was doom'd to. Tho' I might natura 5 | 


. ſuppoſe that ſhe was not excepted out 


the pardon, yet a bare probability was 
a 4 : 4 Y A a? * # Wh not 
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not ſufficient to ſooth my uneaſineſs, and 
it increaſed very much, when I found my 
keepers ſtill ſilent on that article. ' Thee . 
obdurate wretches were deaf to my in- 
treaties to the laſt, Alas! ' tis that fatal 
uncertainty, which is not yet clear'd up, 
that is ill my greateſt torment. 

Wr were now come to St. Helena, and 
*twas ſtill dark. Our keepers ſet us on 
ſhore in a, ſort of haſte, and taking the 
bag of gold out of the veſſel, they di- 
vided it into three parts as near as they 
could by weight. As you are ſuch-inti- - 
mate friends, ſay they, you'll divide the 
money more exactly hereafter, and the 
only reaſon of our doing it, is in order 
that it may be more | pg They then 
gave each of us our ſhare, and leaving us 
on the ſhore with our hands bound, they 
return'd immediately on board. But 
Gelis called after them, What! won't 
you looſe our hands, but make us paſs for 
a ſett of wretches who have been 24 of 
ſome enormous crime? They told us they 
were obliged: to leave us ſo, the veſtry 
having given orders for that purpoſe; 
and they did net conceal the. reaſon of it, 
which was, the apprehenſions they were 
under leſt we ſhquld- attempt to detain 
them, of oblige them to carry us back 


to 
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do the iſland, *Twas to no purpoſe that 
we promiſed not to abuſe our liberty, in 
caſe - they would indulge it us. As they 
were going off from the- ſhore I ſpoke to 
them as follows; You have, ſays I, been 
deaf to all our queſtions, and inſenſible 
to our intreatiesz and we have not yet 
been able to melt you to compaſſion ; 
but in caſe you have not quite put off all 
humanity, grant us (oh! we beg it of you) 
before you row away, the only favour we 
have to aſk, thus may heaven indulge all 
your deſires, when you are got to your 
Wand; alas! that happy iſland ! when 
you are return'd into it, go to our dear 
wives, and tell them we deſir'd you to do 
it. Inform them then, tho? not of the 
exceſs of our deſpair, ſince that you cou'd 
never deſcribe; but that we are deeply 
— for their ſakes. Giye them a 
aithful account of what you ſaw us do, 
and all yeu heard. Tell the ſoul- inchant- 
ing Angelica, that the moſt barbarous 
ſentence, the moſt cruel ſeparation, can- 
not hinder me from being hers, and that 
ſhe is ſtill my wife; that ſhe is bound to 
be conſtant and faithful to me, and may 
depend upon my being ſ6 to her; that 1 
may again be 'betray'd by perftdious 
wretches ; be cruelly treated by the in- 
J | | human; 
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human; be unſucceſsful in my deſigns, 

riſh in my enterprizes; but that neither 
ortune or the malice. of mankind, ſhall 
ever be able to drive her from my heart. 


Tell her unhappy mother, that I reproach: 


my ſelf for all the ſorrows ſhe feels, tho“ 


Jam, alas! the innocent cauſe of it; that 


they touch me more than they do her; 
and that I am ſufficiently puniſh*d for em 
by the deep deſpair into which I am 
9 Tell them both---- Alas! tell 
them But the hard-hearted wretches 
were got at ſuch a diſtance that it was im- 
poſſible for them to hear me. Poſſibly 
they might not attend to my intreaties 
when they were nearer; and I dare not 
flatter my ſelf ſo far as to think that the 


unhappy Angelica had the conſolation of 


hearing that I invok'd her name to the 
laſt, I had a particular view in employ- 


ing the words deſigns and enterprizes, the 


meaning of which ſhe and her mother 
cou'd not fail of underſtanding, were they 
but told them. I don't doubt but they 
are daily complaining of fate, for ſuſpend- 
ing ſo long the execution of then. 

I Lzave you to gueſs at our. dreadful 
anxiety, after the veſſel was ſail'd away. 
Day did not yet begin to break, and the 
barbarians would not leave us a light. 
Vo. N Twas 
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*T was ſo dark that we cou'd; hardly: ſee 
the ſand, tho* it was white. We judg'd, 
by the noiſe of the waves increaſing eye- 
ry moment, that the tide was coming in; 
and therefore were obliged to walk for 
ſome time in the dark, the: ſea now be- 
ginning to wet our feet. Being got at a 
conſiderable diſtance, we fat down, and 
reſolv*d to continue there till day- light. 
We endeavourꝰd to force: off the cords 
from our hands, but to no purpoſe, ſo 
that we were obliged to continue bound, 
till ſome charitable: hand ſhould looſe 
them. .I ſhall: nat tire you witk the 
relation of our complaints and groans. 
At laſt, day began to appear, when we 
- diſcover'd: the town about forty: yards 
from us. We were very much aſham'd 
to go to it in the condition we were in, 
knowing that it might expoſe us to ſname 
and contempt. We were firſt: difcover'd 


by ſome ſailors who were on the coaſt; 
and being ſtruck with the oddneſs of the 
ſight, they gaz'd: upon us in aſtoniſh- 
ment for tome time, not daring. to 

proach us. I muſt obſerve, that as the 
coaſt of St. Helena is inhabited only by 
ſome ' Portugueſe; and a few Engliſt and 
French, all the inhabitants are acquaint- 
ed with one another; ſo that the . — 


2 
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three' unknown perſons: with their hands 

bound, cou'd not but ſurprize them. 
We begg'd them to looſe them. After 
having conſulted together a little, they 
anſwer'd in broken Engliſh, that e 


vho had tied: them had —— * 


reaſon for ſo doing, and therefore 

had no buſineſs with it, but that they 
would carry us to the governor, who 
might act as he pleaſed. Twas to no 
purpoſe that we continued our entreaties, 


they being ſtill deaf, and forced us to 


follow them. Being; obliged to go thro? 
the ſettlement, we were in a moment ſur- 
rounded with à great number of people, 
which fill'd us with the utmoſt confu- 
ſion. But now meeting the governor 
in the ſtreet, the firſt requeſt we made 
him was, that he: wou'd pleaſe to or- 
der the populace to retire, and go with 
us into ſome houſe, in order to hear 
what we had to ſay; which he conſent - 
ed to. The governor, whoſe name was 
Don Pedro Columella, tho' a Portugueſe, 
nevertheleſs ſpoke both Eugliſb and French 
with tolerable propriety. We told him 
our whole ſtory, which he liſtned to with 
admiration 3, and finding undoubtedly 
that our grief was natural and unaffect- 
ed, he was. moved to compaſſion, and 
Ns gave 
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gave us the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of his 
r To Dt V4. aur 
Wx did not immediately diſcloſe our 
grand deſign to him, but left him for a 
conſiderable time in the opinion, that we 
waited only for ſome ſhip in which we 
might fail for Europe. Gelin, who had a 
moſt winning carriage, endeayour'd in 
the mean time to inſinuate himſelf into 
his favour, in order that he might after- 
wards aſſiſt us in our enterprize. At laſt 
Don Pedro was fo kind to us, that we 
were not afraid of begging him to lend 
us ſuch a ſuccour, as might enable us to 
recover our wives. We had often diſcour- 
ſed with him about the unknown iſland, 
which we had left with ſo much regret, 
and were ſtill ſo fond of. He always 
took great pleaſure in hearing us relate 
the particulars of our adventures, and the 
riſe and preſent ſtate of that colony ; but 
then he, at firſt, never ſhew'd the leaſt incli- 
nation to ſend any perſons to diſcover it. 
I find, ſays he, thoſe people have a mind 
to live conceal'd, and I don't deſire to 
hinder their being ſo. They come to 
our iſland, but not fo often as they did 
a few years ago, to purchaſe certain 
things they want. Iron and ſeveral forts 


of tools are of great ſervice to them, 
2 and 
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and they leave it to our choice either to 
y our ſelves in money, cattle, or the 
produce of their lands. I know there 
are ſeveral ſmall iſlands in this ſea, and 
they undoubtedly inhabit one of them. 
Don Pedro ſaid farther, that his prede- 
ceſſor had made ſeveral fruitleſs attempts 
to find out their abode; that he had 
cauſed them to be followed; and that 
having once taken ſome of them priſon- 
ers, he had endeavour'd both by threats 
and promiſes to make them diſcover their 
iſland, but finding it impoſſible to get 
any thing out of them, he reſolv'd to 
let them alone; that he himſelf had done 
the ſame for ten years, during which he 
had govern'd St. Helena; that about a 
year before one of their wives had made 
a voyage into Europe, who had embark'd 
at St. Helena, and returned ſome months 
after; but that he had not had the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing or ſpeaking to her, be- 
cauſe the men who waited for her in this 
park ſet ſail with her the inſtant ſhe ar- 
riv'd. 5 35 15 
THo?* the governor did not acquaint 
us with any thing but what we knew be- 
fore, his diſcourſe nevertheleſs flatter*d 
our hopes, We no ſooner found that 
he was willing to forward our deſigns, 
N 3 but 
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but we intreated him to lend us one of 
his largeſt veſſels, a few ſoldiers, and 
ſome experienced ſailors, which he con- 
ſented to, and accordingly we ſet fail; 
We ſpent upwards of ſix Weeks in ram- 
bling over the weſtern part of the Ethio- 
pian ocean, expoſed every inſtant to the 
being loft, as we were in ſo ſmall a veſ- 
fel, which was ſcarce able to reſiſt the 
winds and waves. We put into a great 
number of known and inhabited iſlands; 
ſuch as Martin Yaz, St. Maria d' Agoſta, 
Los Picos, and we diſcover'd ſeveral that 
were before unknown. Tho? the danger 
increas'd daily by the crazineſs of our 
veſſel, this yet would not have damp*d 
our reſolution had my two companions 
and J only been on board; but our fo 
diers and failors, who 'knew the danger 
we ran, and were in continual dread, de- 
clared they would return immediately 'to 
St. Helena They repreſented to us that 
*twas not probable the iſland we ſought 
for lay ar ſo great a diſtance from it; 
that it muſt neceſſarily be near St. He- 
jena, ſince we ourſelves had afſur'd them 
we had not been above three hours in 
coming from thence ; that it was on 
this ſuppoſition only that the governor 
had lent us a veſſel, and order'd them te 
210 22 | e 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 271 


| — us. However, as we had re- 
warded t 


them ſo liberally, they promiſed 
to follow us all the world over, in caſe 
we could procure a tight veſſel. Thus 
did we return from our firſt expedition, 


with the unhappineſs of ſeeing our hopes 


farther removed than ever. 

Dow Pedro was very much troubled at 
the ill ſuceeſs of our voyage; for as we 
had been out ſo long, he flatter'd him- 
ſelf that we had met with ſucceſs, and 
was diſpoſed to grant us all the aſſiſtance 
we might'want farther; but there was not 
ſo much as one veſſel in the harbour, at 
leaft for our purpoſe. The iſland of 
St. Helena carries on very little trade, 
but *tis well ſituated for ſuch ſhips as re 
turn from the Exft=Ynties by Africa, and 
for ſuch as return to! Baropòo from the 
moſt ſouthern parts of Amor ica, it lying 
in their way, and furniſhing them wit 
all ſorts of refreſhments ; but if we exce 
the ſhips which ſometimes put into t 
harbour, there are but a few indifferent 


veſſels in it. The governor gave us a 


piece of advice, which, had we not been 
{o impatient, we ſhould have n_—_— 
and that was, to ſtay in St. Helena All 
neceſſity ſhould bring ſome of the inha- 
bitants of the colony thither, Pl! give, 

| N 4 lays 
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ſays he, ſtri& orders that no one ſhall 
mention your being among us. As the 
probably won't ſuſpect any thing, I' 
get a wonderful * Phoſphorus, which I 
myſelf know how to make, fix'd pri- 
vately to their veſſel, when you ſhall lie 
ready in my ſhip, and the inſtant they 
fer out, you may follow them at ſome 
_ diſtance, tho? it be ever ſo dark. We 
fed upon theſe childiſh and trifling hopes 
for near fix months; but they were mere- 
ly ideal, and we had the mortification 
not to ſee one of the inhabitants of the 
colony arrive in all that time, as tho” they 
ſuſpected that we were ſtill in $7. Helena, 
and therefore were reſoly'd not to co 
thither,.. ' '- © + 1 45 
Wx were, continually on the ſhore, - 
caſting our impatient eyes over. the whole 
ocean; and tho? the veſſel of the colony 
had been at never ſo great a diſtance from 
us, we ſhould ſoon have diſcover'd it,. 
could our ſight have reach'd as far as 
our thoughts. One day, as we were thus 
employ'd, we ſpy'd a ſhip that was ma- 
king heavily towards the ſhore. We 
plainly ſaw that it had been buffeted by 


21s a ſubſtance which burns, or ſhines in the 
dark, without being lighted by a ſenſible fire. 


a ſtorm, 
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a ſtorm, and was in danger of ſinking. 


Her captain immediately order'd ſome of 
his men to go into the long-boat, whom 
he ſent with a meſſage to the governor, 


deſiring their aſſiſtance. His veſſel leak'd 


in every part, ſo that he was afraid he 


- ſhould not be able to reach the ſhore, 


All the veſſels which lay in the harbour 


inſtantly made up to the ſhip in diſtreſs, 
in order to take in the crew and part of 


her lading. The veſſel being thus light- 
ned, arrived ſafe in the port: Twas a 
Dutch ſhip. However, as ſhe was not yet 
in a condition to fail ſo far as Holland, 
eſpecially as her cargo was worth fifty 
ee pounds ſterling, the captain, 
not willing to run any hazard, refolvec 

to have another built at $7. Helena. The 
iſland abounds with excellent wood for 
that purpoſe, and they found carpenters 
ſufficient. We no ſooner heard of his 
deſign, but I thank'd heaven for inſpiring 
him with it; for nothing could be more 
favourable to the ſuccefs of ours. I re- 


ſolved to propoſe to him the refitting of 


his veſſel, and to offer to pay part of 
the expence. Though ſhe was very cra- 
Zy, I yet thqught ſhe might be made 
to ſerve well enough for our purpoſe, 
eſpecially as we were not to take any la- 
hs 7 IN 4 ding 
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ding on board. This I propos'd to my 
companions, who approv'd of the hint 
upon which I ſoon made an agreement 
with the captain, who, at the governor's 
deſire, came to very reaſonable terms, 
when I immediately ſet the carpenters 
at work. They were almoſt as long a re- 
fitting her as the other carpenters were in 
building a new one. heh; | 
Axp now we had a ſhip of our own, 
*twould be impoſſible for me to deſcribe 
the joy we felt when we put out to ſea. 
This precious veſſel was not only part 
of our poſſeſſions, but our deareſt hopes 
were grounded on it. The governor 
gave us fifteen ſoldiers well arm'd, 
with eight mariners; when taking in 4 
large quantity of proviſions, we were 
perſuaded, that in caſe the colony was 
not a viſionary one, and our who 
adventure an illuſion of fancy, wm 
mould at laſt diſcover what we ſo eager; 
ly ſought after; but Providence has no] 
yet permitted us to find it out. We have 
now rambled up and down the ſeas for 
near three months, and have gone an 
hundred times round the iſland of r. He- 
lena at about five or fix leagues diſtance, 
in ſearch of the colony, but in vain. . Hea- 
ven! is it thou who blindeſt us, upon 
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ſome account which to us is imcomprehen- 
ſible, er doſt thou leave our wretched 
deſtiny in the hands of fortune, which 
torments us in this ſevere manner? We 
have now been tofs d about theſe three 
months. by ſome invidious power, which 
always removes us from the place we 
fearch after; to- day we are near gi. He- 
lena, to-morrow we are drove fifty 
N from it, as the winds, the waves, 
an 


1 to drive us. We were 
this night thrown into your courſe by a 
violent ſtorm, ao were — eight or 
nine hours in danger of ſinking every 
moment: I vere look yo this 
accident as the greateſt bleſfing that hea- 
venever indulg*d me, fince otherwiſe Thad 
not met with a dear brother, and reſcued 
him out of the hands of his enemies. 


My brother plung' d me into freſh"per- 
lexity when he ended his relation; and 
is heart, now as much ſoften'd' by my 

preſence, as the remembrance of his miſ- 
fortunes, eas d its deep pangs by ſheddin 
a flood of tears, in which I ſympathized 
with him. He afterwards told me, that 
his meeting with captain Willi had made 
him very uneaſy. He firſt, ſays he, 
aſk'd me whether Twas returning for 
England: 
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England. I anſwer'd him that IT was, in 
caſe the winds and waves would give me 
leave; upon which, without aſking any 


more queſtions, he deſir'd me to take 


one of the Protector's enemies which he 


had in his ſhip, on board mine; and he 


afterwards let me into ſome of the moſt 
material ſecrets you had entruſted him 
with. I was ſtruck with horror when J 
conſider'd his perfidy, but thought it 


would be proper to employ diſſimula- 


tion, the better to carry on the deſign 
I had of ſuccouring you. Twas this 
prompted .me to uſe you with, ſeverity. 
till he failed away : My heart bled when 
I thought of the terrors you were under; 
and tho” that treacherous wretch had gi- 
ven me but an imperfect account of your 
ſtory, yet inſtinct, or ſomething like it, 
told me that you were my brother. 


Alas! I perceive but too plainly that 


you are as unfortunate as myſelf; we 
Fo had: the ſame father, and are pu- 
niſh'd for his crimes. But, ſays he, I 
have dwelt too Tong on this ſtory, and I 
am impatient to carry you to Gelin and 
Jobnſon, who undoubtedly are ſurpriz'd 
at my ſtaying ſo long with you. I muſt 
entreat you to love thoſe dear, thoſe 
faithful friends for my ſake ; you'll foo 
n 
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find that they deſerve to be eſteem'd for 
their o.]n. And ſaying this, he brought 
us together. 3 

Hap I myſelf told this ſtory merely 


from the relation my brother made, it 


would not have been ſo long z bur I am 
to inform the reader that it was drawn 
up by my brother at my requeſt, in almoſt 
the very words in which it is now given. 


4 The End of the Second Volume. 


+ RR ATA. 
N. B. For Reding, read always Riding. 


AGE 3. Line 5. for adventures, read my adoen- 


tares ; p. 4. I. ult. f. thoughts, r. thought z p.21. 
I. 21. f. that, r. my 3 p. 22.1. 9. f. clave, r. cleav'd; 
P. 25. I. 1. f. This, r. His; p. 35. I. 12. f. were, r. 


are; p. 46. I. 19. dele the; p. 48. J. 1. f. the figns, - 


r. his figbs; p. 72. l. 14. f. freighted, r. freighted it; 


p. 113. 1. 23. f. preſſing, r. ſuppoſing 3; p. 118. I. 25. 
after toll her, add 15 M 21. Fo before 


that, add is; p. 137. l. 15. for men might, r. you; 
P. 169. I. 27. dele not; p. 195. 1.8. dele that 3 
p. 197. I. 9. for view, r. voice. . 
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